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POETRY 

1.1 Ulysses- Alfred Tennyson 

UNIT OBJECTIVES 

 To help learners analyse British Literature written from the late 18th Century to the 

present. 

 To guide them in interpreting literature as it relates to its historical, cultural, and/or political 

context. 

 To provide them with understanding of relationships between various movements (such as 

Romanticism, Victorianism, Modernism, and/or Postmodernism) and the literature of the 

period. 

 To closely examine literary works using critical perspectives. 

 To help them with applying appropriate formal conventions when writing about literature. 

SECTION 1.1: Ulysses – Alfred Tennyson 

 

1.1.1 – Summary 

Ulysses by Alfred Lord Tennyson is a dramatic monologue in which the legendary 

Greek hero Ulysses (known as Odysseus in Greek mythology) reflects on his life and 

expresses a restless desire to continue exploring and seeking adventure, despite his 

advanced age. 

The poem begins with Ulysses feeling discontented and unfulfilled as he rules his 

kingdom of Ithaca. He describes his people as uncivilized and focused solely on mundane, 

everyday activities, which he finds tiresome. Ulysses contrasts this dull existence with his 

past experiences of adventure and exploration, expressing a longing for the excitement 

and challenges he once faced. Ulysses speaks of his son, Telemachus, who is well-suited 



CDOE - ODL II B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER III UNIT – 1-5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to govern Ithaca and manage its affairs with patience and prudence. He acknowledges 

Telemachus' abilities and dedication but feels that his spirit is not meant for a life of 

domesticity and routine. 

As the poem progresses, Ulysses resolves to set out on another voyage, seeking 

new horizons and experiences. He gathers his old comrades and encourages them to join 

him, emphasizing that it is never too late to seek a new life. He speaks of their shared 

experiences and the bond they have formed through their adventures. 

The poem concludes with Ulysses' powerful declaration of his determination to 

continue striving, exploring, and pushing the boundaries of human experience. He 

acknowledges the inevitability of aging and death but insists that their spirits remain strong 

and capable of noble endeavors. 

"Ulysses" is a reflection on the themes of heroism, adventure, and the 

unquenchable human spirit. It celebrates the idea of pursuing one's passions and 

aspirations, regardless of age or circumstance. 

1.1.2 -  Glossary 

1. Discontented - Unhappy  

2. Unfulfilled - incomplete 

3. Uncivilized - Barbaric  

4. Mundane - Ordinary  

5. Restless - uneasy 

6. Adventure – quest 

1.1.3 -  Self-Assessment Questions                                                

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1. What is the central emotion driving Ulysses at the beginning of the poem? 

         A) Contentment    B) Discontentment    C) Happiness   D) Indifference 
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2. What does Ulysses refer to as symbols of unfulfilled potential in the poem? 

         A) His throne   B) His kingdom    C) His untravelled world     D) His hearth 

3. How does Ulysses view his role as a ruler in Ithaca? 

          A) He is content with it                      B) He feels it is fulfilling  

          C) He is dissatisfied and bored     D) He finds it exciting 

4. What motivates Ulysses to consider embarking on another voyage? 

         A) His desire for riches                      B) His longing for adventure 

        C) His fear of staying in Ithaca           D) His wish to retire 

5. How does Ulysses feel about his son Telemachus? 

        A) He views him as incompetent           B) He admires his capabilities 

6. What does Ulysses encourage Telemachus to do? 

        A) Travel the world   B) Take over rulership    

        C) Stay by his side   D) Retire from ruling 

7. How does Ulysses describe his spirit's desire? 

         A) It is content  B) It is at peace  C) It yearns for adventure   D) It seeks solitude 

8. What does Ulysses emphasize about his will? 

        A) Its desire for power                  B) Its need for rest 

        C) Its determination to strive     D) Its lack of direction 

9. What does Ulysses express towards his old comrades? 

         A) Indifference   B) Contempt    C) Loyalty     D) Fear 

10. How does Ulysses conclude his monologue in the poem? 

         A) By expressing contentment with his life 

         B) By declaring his determination to strive and not yield 

         C) By renouncing his desires for adventure 

         D) By retiring to a life of luxury 
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. What is the central theme of "Ulysses" by Alfred Lord Tennyson? 

The central theme of "Ulysses" revolves around the concept of the human spirit's 

unyielding pursuit of adventure and fulfillment. Through the character of Ulysses, 

Tennyson explores the restlessness and discontent that can arise from a life of routine 

and domesticity, contrasting it with the desire for exploration, challenge, and nobler 

pursuits. 

2. How does Ulysses view his current life in Ithaca? 

Ulysses views his life in Ithaca as unfulfilling and mundane. He expresses 

discontent with the domestic responsibilities of ruling his kingdom and feels disconnected 

from his people, whom he perceives as uncivilized and focused solely on trivial matters. 

Ulysses longs for the excitement and adventure he experienced in his past voyages. 

3. What motivates Ulysses to embark on another voyage despite his age?  

Despite his advanced age, Ulysses is motivated by a restless desire for adventure 

and exploration. He feels that his spirit is not meant for a life of domesticity and routine, 

longing instead for the challenges and triumphs of the open sea. Ulysses believes that 

there are still new horizons to discover and experiences to be had, and he is determined 

to seize them. 

4. How does Ulysses view his son, Telemachus, and his role in ruling Ithaca? 

Ulysses acknowledges Telemachus' abilities and suitability for governing Ithaca 

with patience and prudence. He sees his son as capable of managing the affairs of the 

kingdom effectively. However, Ulysses feels that his own nature is incompatible with a 

settled life, and he encourages Telemachus to take on the responsibilities of rulership 

while he pursues his own desire for adventure 
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5. What does the poem suggest about the human spirit and its capacity for 

perseverance? 

"Ulysses" suggests that the human spirit is resilient and unyielding, capable of 

persevering despite the challenges of age and circumstance. Ulysses embodies the 

determination to continue striving for greatness and seeking fulfillment, even in the face of 

inevitable aging and mortality. The poem celebrates the indomitable spirit's ability to 

pursue noble aspirations and embrace life's adventures to the fullest extent possible. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1. How does Tennyson depict the character of Ulysses in the poem? 

In Alfred Lord Tennyson's poem "Ulysses," the character of Ulysses, also known as 

Odysseus in Greek mythology, is depicted as a complex figure embodying the spirit of 

adventure, resilience, and determination. Through rich language, vivid imagery, and 

introspective monologue, Tennyson crafts a portrayal of Ulysses that resonates with 

readers on both personal and universal levels. 

At the outset of the poem, Ulysses is presented as a ruler who is dissatisfied with 

the routine and monotony of his life in Ithaca. He expresses a sense of restlessness and 

longing for the excitement of his past adventures. Tennyson uses phrases such as 

"match'd with an aged wife" and "roaming with a hungry heart" to convey Ulysses' 

discontent with domesticity and his yearning for new experiences. 

Despite his age and the challenges he has faced, Ulysses remains resolute in his 

desire to seek out new horizons. He speaks of his "untravelled world" and the "still hearth" 

as symbols of the unfulfilled potential that lies beyond the familiar confines of his kingdom. 

Through Ulysses' introspective monologue, Tennyson reveals a character who is driven by 

a deep-seated need for adventure and self-discovery. 

Ulysses' attitude towards his son, Telemachus, also sheds light on his character. 

While he acknowledges Telemachus' abilities as a ruler, Ulysses feels that his own nature 
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is incompatible with a settled life. He encourages Telemachus to take on the 

responsibilities of rulership, freeing himself to pursue his own desires for adventure and 

exploration. This aspect of Ulysses' character highlights his sense of duty and 

responsibility, tempered by a longing for personal fulfillment. 

Throughout the poem, Ulysses' language is imbued with a sense of urgency and 

determination. He speaks of his "spirit… yearning in desire" and his "will" that "strongly will 

strive" to pursue his dreams. Tennyson's use of strong verbs and evocative imagery 

creates a sense of momentum and forward motion, reflecting Ulysses' relentless pursuit of 

his goals. 

Ulysses' relationship with his old comrades further illuminates his character. He 

speaks of the bond they share through their past adventures and encourages them to join 

him on another voyage. This sense of camaraderie underscores Ulysses' loyalty to his 

companions and his willingness to face new challenges together with them. 

In the final lines of the poem, Ulysses declares his determination to "strive, to seek, 

to find, and not to yield." This defiant assertion encapsulates his indomitable spirit and his 

refusal to be deterred by the passage of time or the inevitability of mortality. Through 

Ulysses' character, Tennyson celebrates the human capacity for perseverance, courage, 

and the relentless pursuit of one's dreams. 

Alfred Lord Tennyson's portrayal of Ulysses in the poem of the same name is a 

testament to the enduring power of the human spirit. Through rich language, vivid 

imagery, and introspective monologue, Tennyson crafts a complex and multifaceted 

character who embodies the virtues of adventure, resilience, and determination. Ulysses' 

restless longing for new experiences, his sense of duty commitment to his goals make him 

a compelling figure whose journey resonates with readers across generations. 
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2. How does Ulysses view his son, Telemachus, and his role in ruling Ithaca ?  

In Alfred Lord Tennyson's "Ulysses," the titular character's view of his son, 

Telemachus, and his role in ruling Ithaca is a complex interplay of paternal responsibility, 

recognition of Telemachus' capabilities, and Ulysses' own restless spirit. This relationship 

is pivotal in understanding Ulysses' character development and the thematic depth of the 

poem. 

Firstly, Ulysses acknowledges Telemachus with respect and admiration. He 

recognizes Telemachus' abilities as a ruler, referring to him as "my son," indicating a 

sense of paternal pride. Despite Ulysses' dissatisfaction with his own role in ruling Ithaca, 

he does not belittle Telemachus' potential. Instead, he highlights Telemachus' competence 

and suitability for governing the kingdom. This demonstrates Ulysses' genuine concern for 

his son's welfare and his desire to see him succeed. 

However, Ulysses' view of Telemachus is also influenced by his own sense of 

restlessness and longing for adventure. While he acknowledges Telemachus' capabilities, 

he feels that his own nature is incompatible with a settled life. Ulysses' restless spirit, 

honed through years of adventurous voyages, contrasts with Telemachus' more grounded 

and pragmatic approach to rulership. This contrast underscores the tension between 

familial duty and personal desire that Ulysses grapples with throughout the poem. 

Ulysses' encouragement of Telemachus to take on the responsibilities of rulership 

reflects both his paternal concern for his son's future and his own desire for freedom. He 

sees Telemachus as capable of managing the affairs of Ithaca with patience and 

prudence, allowing Ulysses to pursue his own dreams of adventure. This dual perspective 

highlights Ulysses' complexity as a character, torn between his obligations as a father and 

his yearning for personal fulfillment. 

Furthermore, Ulysses' attitude towards Telemachus also reveals his sense of 

legacy and continuity. As he reflects on his own accomplishments and the trials he has 
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faced, Ulysses sees in Telemachus the potential to carry on his legacy. By entrusting 

Telemachus with the responsibilities of rulership, Ulysses hopes to ensure the continued 

prosperity and stability of Ithaca beyond his own lifetime. This aspect of Ulysses' character 

adds depth to his paternal relationship with Telemachus, as it underscores his desire to 

leave a lasting impact on his kingdom and his family. 

Throughout the poem, Tennyson uses language and imagery to convey the 

complexity of Ulysses' feelings towards his son and his role in ruling Ithaca. Ulysses' 

words are imbued with a sense of paternal concern, admiration, and longing, reflecting the 

depth of his emotional connection to Telemachus. Tennyson's use of evocative imagery, 

such as "match'd with an aged wife" and "some work of noble note," further emphasizes 

the contrast between Ulysses' sense of duty and his desire for personal fulfillment. 

In conclusion, Ulysses' view of his son, Telemachus, and his role in ruling Ithaca is 

a central aspect of Alfred Lord Tennyson's poem. Through Ulysses' reflections and 

dialogue, Tennyson explores themes of paternal responsibility, personal desire, and the 

tension between duty and freedom. Ulysses' complex character development and his 

relationship with Telemachus add depth and nuance to the poem, making it a timeless 

exploration of the human condition. 

3. How does Tennyson depict the character of Ulysses in the poem?  

Alfred Lord Tennyson's "Ulysses" presents a vivid portrayal of the titular character, 

drawing upon the rich mythology of Odysseus from Homer's epic poem, "The Odyssey." 

Through evocative language, introspective monologue, and vivid imagery, Tennyson crafts 

a complex and multi-dimensional character in Ulysses, also known as Odysseus, whose 

restless spirit and indomitable will to pursue adventure resonate with readers across 

generations. 

At the outset of the poem, Ulysses is depicted as a weary and discontented ruler 

who is dissatisfied with the mundane responsibilities of kingship in Ithaca. Tennyson 
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captures Ulysses' sense of restlessness and yearning for new experiences through 

phrases such as "It little profits that an idle king" and "sitting like a king on his throne." 

These lines convey Ulysses' frustration with the stagnant and unfulfilling nature of his 

current existence, highlighting his desire for something more. 

Despite his age and the challenges he has faced, Ulysses remains resolute in his 

desire to seek out new horizons and embark on another voyage. He speaks of his 

"untravelled world" and the "still hearth" as symbols of the unfulfilled potential that lies 

beyond the familiar confines of his kingdom. Through Ulysses' introspective monologue, 

Tennyson reveals a character who is driven by a deep-seated need for adventure and 

self-discovery. 

Ulysses' attitude towards his son, Telemachus, further illuminates his character. 

While he acknowledges Telemachus' abilities as a ruler, Ulysses feels that his own nature 

is incompatible with a settled life. He encourages Telemachus to take on the 

responsibilities of rulership, freeing himself to pursue his own desires for adventure and 

exploration. This aspect of Ulysses' character highlights his sense of duty and 

responsibility, tempered by a longing for personal fulfillment. 

Throughout the poem, Ulysses' language is imbued with a sense of urgency and 

determination. He speaks of his "spirit… yearning in desire" and his "will" that "strongly will 

strive" to pursue his dreams. Tennyson's use of strong verbs and evocative imagery 

creates a sense of momentum and forward motion, reflecting Ulysses' relentless pursuit of 

his goals. 

Ulysses' relationship with his old comrades further illuminates his character. He 

speaks of the bond they share through their past adventures and encourages them to join 

him on another voyage. This sense of camaraderie underscores Ulysses' loyalty to his 

companions and his willingness to face new challenges together with them. 
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In the final lines of the poem, Ulysses declares his determination to "strive, to seek, 

to find, and not to yield." This defiant assertion encapsulates his indomitable spirit and his 

refusal to be deterred by the passage of time or the inevitability of mortality. Through 

Ulysses' character, Tennyson celebrates the human capacity for perseverance, courage, 

and the relentless pursuit of one's dreams. 

 Alfred Lord Tennyson's portrayal of Ulysses in the poem of the same name is a 

testament to the enduring power of the human spirit. Through rich language, vivid 

imagery, and introspective monologue, Tennyson crafts a complex and multifaceted 

character who embodies the virtues of adventure, resilience, and determination. Ulysses' 

restless longing for new experiences, his sense of duty tempered by personal desires, and 

his unwavering commitment to his goals make him a compelling figure whose journey 

resonates with readers across generations. 

SECTION 1.2:  1.2 My Last Duchess – Robert Browning 

 

1.1.4 – Summary 

My Last Duchess is narrated by the duke of Ferrara to an envoy (representative) of 

another nobleman, whose daughter the duke is soon to marry. These details are revealed 

throughout the poem, but understanding them from the opening helps to illustrate the irony 

that Browning employs. 

At the poem's opening, the duke has just pulled back a curtain to reveal to the 

envoy a portrait of his previous duchess. The portrait was painted by Fra Pandolf, a monk 

and painter whom the duke believes captured the singularity of the duchess's glance. 

However, the duke insists to the envoy that his former wife‘s deep, passionate glance was 

not reserved solely for her husband. As he puts it, she was "too easily impressed" into 

sharing her affable nature. 
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His tone grows harsh as he recollects how both human and nature could impress 

her, which insulted him since she did not give special favor to the "gift" of his "nine-

hundred-years-old" family name and lineage. Refusing to deign to "lesson" her on her 

unacceptable love of everything, he instead "gave commands" to have her killed. 

The duke then ends his story and asks the envoy to rise and accompany him back 

to the count, the father of the duke's impending bride and the envoy's employer. He 

mentions that he expects a high dowry, though he is happy enough with the daughter 

herself. He insists that the envoy walk with him "together" – a lapse of the usual social 

expectation, where the higher ranked person would walk separately – and on their descent 

he points out a bronze bust of the god Neptune in his collection.  

1.1.5 -  Glossary 

1. Countenance - face 

2. Earnest - serious 

3. Munificence- generosity 

4. Officious - meddlesome 

5. Dowry - bridal wealth 

1.1.6 -  Self-Assessment Questions                                                

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1. What is the primary form of "My Last Duchess"? 

            a) Sonnet   b) Lyric c) Dramatic monologue d) Epic poem 

2. Who is the speaker in "My Last Duchess"? 

           a) The Duchess   b) The Duke of Ferrara   c) Fra Pandolf    d) A courtier 

3. To whom is the Duke speaking in the poem? 

           a) His future bride                                                       b) A servant    

           c) An emissary from his future bride's family       d) The painter, Fra Pandolf 
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4. What does the Duke reveal about the Duchess‘s behavior? 

           a) She was unfaithful   b) She was too easily pleased and friendly with others 

          c) She was reclusive and shy      d) She was a lavish spender 

5. What is implied by the Duke when he says, "I gave commands; / Then all smiles 

stopped together"? 

          a) He divorced her   b) He imprisoned her c) He had her killed   d) He sent her to a 

convent 

6. Who is Fra Pandolf in the context of the poem? 

        a) The Duke‘s advisor          b) The painter who painted the Duchess’s portrait 

       c) The Duke's friend              d) The Duchess‘s lover\ 

7. What is the Duke negotiating at the end of the poem? 

         a) The sale of his castle                            b) The painting of a new portrait 

         c) The dowry for his next marriage      d) The renovation of his palace 

8. Which artistic item does the Duke mention after discussing the Duchess's portrait? 

       a) A sculpture of Neptune              b) A vase from Greece 

       c) A tapestry from Persia                  d) A painting of a landscape 

9. What literary device is predominantly used in "My Last Duchess"? 

        a) Simile b) Metaphor    c) Irony   d) Hyperbole 

10. What does the Duke value most, as revealed through his monologue? 

     a) Wealth and power   b) Love and compassion    c) Art and control     d) Family and 

tradition 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. What is the significance of the dramatic monologue form in My Last Duchess? 

Robert Browning's choice of the dramatic monologue form in "My Last Duchess" 

serves several purposes. A dramatic monologue is a type of poem in which a single 

character, who is not the poet, speaks to a silent listener. This form allows Browning to 
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delve deeply into the psyche of the Duke, revealing his personality and thoughts indirectly 

through his speech. 

In "My Last Duchess," the Duke's monologue provides insights into his character 

traits: his arrogance, possessiveness, and lack of empathy. The form creates a sense of 

intimacy and immediacy, as readers are directly exposed to the Duke's thoughts and 

attitudes without any narrative interference. The Duke's speech reveals his need for 

control and his inability to tolerate what he perceives as his late wife's indiscretions. 

Through his words, readers learn about his authoritarian nature and his obsession with 

power, both over his art collection and the people around him. 

Furthermore, the dramatic monologue form enhances the theme of power and 

control. The Duke's control over the narrative mirrors his control over his environment and 

the people in his life. By speaking alone, he dominates the conversation, emphasizing his 

authoritative personality. The form also allows Browning to use irony effectively. While the 

Duke intends to present himself as a refined and cultured nobleman, his words betray his 

cruelty and tyranny. This duality creates a complex character study and deepens the 

reader's understanding of the themes in the poem. 

2. Discuss the theme of power and control in "My Last Duchess." 

The theme of power and control is paramount in Robert Browning's "My Last 

Duchess." The Duke of Ferrara's monologue reveals his obsessive need to dominate 

every aspect of his life, from his art collection to his relationships. 

The Duke's control over the Duchess is most evident in his treatment of her 

memory and her portrait. The painting is kept behind a curtain that only he can draw, 

symbolizing his desire to control how she is seen and remembered. This act of concealing 

and revealing the portrait at his whim signifies his ultimate control over her image, 

contrasting with his inability to control her actions while she was alive. The Duke's 

dissatisfaction with the Duchess's behavior—her friendliness, her joy in simple pleasures, 



CDOE - ODL II B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER III UNIT – 1-5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
14 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and her lack of exclusive admiration for him—leads him to the extreme measure of having 

her killed. His words, "I gave commands; / Then all smiles stopped together," chillingly 

illustrate his authoritarian nature and his willingness to exert absolute control, even to the 

point of murder. 

Power and control are also evident in the Duke's interactions with the emissary. 

Throughout the monologue, the Duke subtly asserts his dominance over the listener, 

dictating the flow of conversation and revealing only what he chooses. His references to 

his next marriage negotiations indicate that he views women as objects to be acquired and 

controlled, similar to his art collection. The mention of the dowry and his next Duchess at 

the end of the poem underscores his transactional view of marriage, where power 

dynamics and material wealth are paramount. 

Additionally, the Duke's appreciation for art as a means of control further 

emphasizes the theme. He values the Duchess's portrait because it is a static 

representation, incapable of defying his wishes or displaying behaviors he disapproves of. 

The art he collects and the way he displays it reflect his need for order and dominance, 

extending his control over his surroundings and the people within them. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1. Analyse the role of the Duchess's portrait in the poem. 

The portrait of the Duchess in Robert Browning's "My Last Duchess" serves as a 

central symbol in the poem, reflecting the Duke's attitudes towards power, control, and 

objectification. The portrait is more than a mere representation of the Duchess; it becomes 

a tool through which the Duke exerts his dominance and expresses his possessive nature. 

The portrait's placement behind a curtain, which only the Duke can draw, symbolizes his 

control over the Duchess's image and legacy. By controlling who sees the portrait and 

when, the Duke maintains power over how the Duchess is perceived. This act of veiling 
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and unveiling the portrait at his discretion parallels his desire to control the living Duchess, 

who he found too independent and uncontrollable. 

The Duke's description of the painting process and the artist, Fra Pandolf, 

emphasizes his appreciation for art as a medium that can be controlled and manipulated. 

Unlike the living Duchess, who interacted with others and displayed emotions freely, the 

portrait is a fixed image, unchanging and obedient to the Duke's desires. This contrast 

highlights the Duke's preference for art over life, as it allows him to possess and command 

without resistance. 

Furthermore, the portrait symbolizes the objectification of the Duchess. In life, she 

was a vibrant, multifaceted individual, but in death, she is reduced to an image that the 

Duke can display and boast about. The portrait captures a single, idealized aspect of her, 

stripped of the qualities that the Duke found troublesome. This reduction of a person to an 

object of art underscores the Duke's dehumanizing attitude towards his wife and women in 

general. 

The portrait also serves as a narrative device that reveals the Duke's character and his 

role in the Duchess's demise. His casual mention of the commands that stopped her 

smiles suggests his involvement in her death, adding a sinister dimension to his control 

over her image. 

The portrait, therefore, is not just a symbol of the Duchess but also a testament to 

the Duke's tyrannical and possessive nature. 

In "My Last Duchess," Robert Browning uses the dramatic monologue form to 

explore themes of power, control, and objectification. Through the Duke's speech, the 

poem reveals his authoritarian personality and his obsession with dominance, both over 

his wife and his environment. The use of irony and the symbolic significance of the 

Duchess's portrait further deepen the reader's understanding of the Duke's character and 
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the oppressive dynamics in his relationships. The poem stands as a powerful critique of 

the misuse of power and the dehumanization of individuals through obsessive control. 

2. Critical Analysis of the poem "My Last Duchess" 

Robert Browning's "My Last Duchess" is a masterpiece of dramatic monologue that 

offers a chilling portrait of a Renaissance duke's psychological complexity and moral 

ambiguity. Through the Duke of Ferrara's speech, Browning delves into themes of power, 

control, and the objectification of women, revealing much about the Duke's character and 

the society he inhabits. 

The Form and Structure 

The poem's structure as a dramatic monologue is pivotal to its impact. This form 

allows Browning to present a first-person narrative that is both intimate and revealing. The 

Duke speaks directly to an emissary from the family of his prospective bride, but his words 

are laden with subtext that exposes his true nature. This indirect revelation creates a 

sense of dramatic irony, as the Duke's attempts to justify his actions and assert his 

superiority only serve to highlight his cruelty and egotism. 

Themes of Power and Control 

Power and control are central themes in "My Last Duchess." The Duke's 

monologue reveals his obsessive need to dominate every aspect of his life, including his 

relationships. He views the Duchess not as an individual with her own thoughts and 

feelings but as a possession that must conform to his expectations. His criticism of her 

friendliness and joy in simple pleasures underscores his desire for absolute control. The 

Duke's frustration with the Duchess's inability to prioritize him above all else reveals his 

insecurities and authoritarian mind-set. 

The Duke's control extends beyond life to death. His statement, "I gave commands; 

/ Then all smiles stopped together," suggests that he had the Duchess killed because she 

did not conform to his strict standards of behavior. This chilling admission is delivered with 
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a cold detachment, highlighting the Duke's lack of empathy and his view of people as 

objects to be controlled. The Duke's monologue is a study in the corrupting influence of 

absolute power and the dehumanizing effects of seeing others as mere extensions of 

one's will. 

Objectification of Women 

The objectification of women is another significant theme in the poem. The Duke's 

treatment of the Duchess exemplifies the reduction of women to objects of possession and 

display. The portrait of the Duchess, which the Duke keeps behind a curtain that only he 

can draw, symbolizes his desire to control how she is seen and remembered. The portrait 

is a static representation, unlike the living Duchess, who had her own agency and 

emotions. By controlling access to the portrait, the Duke maintains control over her image, 

even in death. 

The Duke's preference for the portrait over the living Duchess reveals his 

superficiality and his need for dominance. He appreciates the portrait because it captures 

an idealized, unchanging version of the Duchess, one that he can fully control. This 

preference for an inanimate object over a living person underscores the Duke's 

objectifying gaze and his inability to appreciate the Duchess as a full human being with her 

own desires and autonomy. 

Irony and Revelation 

Browning employs irony masterfully in "My Last Duchess." The Duke's monologue 

is intended to impress the emissary with his refinement and cultural sophistication, but it 

inadvertently reveals his moral depravity. The Duke's pride in his art collection, including 

the portrait of the Duchess, is contrasted with his inability to appreciate the living person 

behind the image. His criticism of the Duchess for being too easily pleased and friendly is 

ironic, as these qualities are generally seen as virtues, not flaws. 
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The dramatic irony is heightened by the Duke's obliviousness to how his words 

reveal his true character. He believes he is justifying his actions and demonstrating his 

nobility, but the reader perceives his arrogance, cruelty, and insecurity. This irony creates 

a complex character study, as the Duke's own words condemn him more effectively than 

any external judgment could. 

Social and Historical Context 

"My Last Duchess" also reflects the social and historical context of the 

Renaissance, a time when powerful men often viewed women as commodities to be 

traded and controlled. The Duke's negotiation of a new marriage and dowry at the end of 

the poem underscores the transactional nature of marriage in this period. Women were 

often treated as pawns in political and social alliances, valued more for their social 

standing and dowry than for their individuality. 

Browning's portrayal of the Duke of Ferrara can be seen as a critique of the 

patriarchal society that allows such abuses of power. The Duke's behavior is extreme, but 

it reflects broader societal attitudes toward women and marriage. The poem invites 

readers to question these attitudes and to recognize the humanity and individuality of 

those who are often marginalized and objectified. 

Conclusion 

In "My Last Duchess," Robert Browning uses the dramatic monologue form to 

create a powerful and disturbing portrait of a man consumed by his need for control and 

dominance. Through the Duke's speech, Browning explores themes of power, control, and 

the objectification of women, revealing the psychological complexity and moral ambiguity 

of his character. The poem's use of irony and its historical context add depth to this 

exploration, making "My Last Duchess" a timeless and thought-provoking work. The 

Duke's chilling narrative serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of unchecked 

power and the dehumanizing effects of seeing others as mere objects to be controlled. 
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SECTION 1.3 The Goblin Market- Christina Rossetti 
 

1.1.7 – Summary 

The Goblin Market by Christina Rossetti is a narrative poem that tells the story of 

two sisters, Laura and Lizzie, and their encounter with goblin merchants who sell 

enchanted fruit. The poem explores themes of temptation, sacrifice, and redemption. 

The poem begins with a vivid description of the goblin men and their calls to buy 

their delicious, exotic fruits. Laura, enticed by the goblins' cries, succumbs to temptation 

and exchanges a lock of her golden hair for the fruit. Despite Lizzie's warnings, Laura eats 

the fruit and becomes addicted, longing for more. 

However, after consuming the fruit, Laura begins to waste away because she 

cannot find the goblins again to get more. Her health deteriorates, and she becomes 

despondent, unable to eat or drink anything else. Lizzie, determined to save her sister, 

decides to confront the goblins herself. 

When Lizzie approaches the goblins and asks to buy their fruit, they try to force her 

to eat it. Lizzie resists, refusing to consume the fruit and enduring their physical and verbal 

assault. She returns home, covered in the juice of the fruit, and urges Laura to kiss her. 

Laura does so and, in doing so, ingests the fruit juice secondhand, which cures her of her 

addiction. 

The poem concludes with Laura recovering and both sisters growing older. They 

recount their experience to their children as a tale of sisterly love and the importance of 

resisting temptation. The sisters' bond and Lizzie's selfless act of bravery and sacrifice are 

emphasized as the central moral of the story. 

The Goblin Market is often interpreted as an allegory for various themes, including 

the dangers of temptation, the power of sisterly love, and the importance of moral integrity. 
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Through its rich imagery and lyrical narrative, the poem has captivated readers and 

scholars since its publication. 

1.1.8 -  Glossary 

1. Goblin - creature 

2. Enchanted - magical 

3. Temptation - allure 

4. Sacrifice - offering 

5. Redemption - salvation 

6. Vivid - bright 

7. Exotic - foreign 

8. Addicted - dependent 

1.1.9 -  Self-Assessment Questions                                                

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1. Who are the main characters in "Goblin Market"? 

         a) Laura and Sarah    b) Lizzie and Mary    

         c) Laura and Lizzie    d) Sarah and Mary 

2. What do the goblin men sell in the market? 

         a) Jewelry     b) Exotic fruit    c) Spices     d) Magical potions 

3. What does Laura give to the goblins in exchange for the fruit? 

        a) A gold coin   b) A strand of her hair     c) A piece of jewelry   d) A promise 

4. What happens to Laura after she eats the goblin fruit? 

        a) She falls asleep                    b) She becomes sick and despondent 

        c) She gains magical powers   d) She forgets about her sister 

5. Why does Lizzie go to the goblin market? 

          a) To buy more fruit for Laura        b) To confront the goblins and save Laura 
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         c) To sell goods                               d) To explore the market 

6. How does Lizzie resist the goblins' attempts to make her eat the fruit? 

         a) She fights them off                           b) She runs away 

         c) She refuses to open her mouth     d) She eats the fruit reluctantly 

7. What happens when Laura kisses Lizzie covered in the fruit juice? 

        a) Laura gets sicker                     b) Laura is cured from her addiction 

        c) Lizzie falls ill                          d) The goblins return 

8. What do Laura and Lizzie do after Laura recovers? 

         a) They leave the village         b) They tell their children about their experience 

         c) They return to the goblin market       d) They forget about the incident 

9. What is one of the main themes of "Goblin Market"? 

          a) The power of magic                   b) The importance of wealth 

          c) The strength of sisterly love    d) The dangers of travel 

10. How is the poem "Goblin Market" often interpreted? 

           a) As a simple children's tale       b) As an allegory for various moral and social 

themes 

           c) As a historical account             d) As a critique of market economies 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. What role do the goblins play in "Goblin Market," and what do they represent? 

The goblins in "Goblin Market" are central to the poem's narrative and thematic 

structure. They serve as the antagonists who tempt the sisters, Laura and Lizzie, with their 

exotic and enchanting fruits. The goblins represent temptation and the seductive nature of 

sin. Their vivid descriptions and persuasive calls symbolize the allure of forbidden desires 

and the potential consequences of yielding to them. 

The goblins' market is a place of moral testing. Laura's succumbing to their 

temptations leads to severe consequences, illustrating the dangers of giving in to one's 
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desires without considering the repercussions. In contrast, Lizzie's resistance to the 

goblins highlights themes of self-control and moral fortitude. The goblins' dual role as both 

tempters and aggressors underscores the complexity of temptation and the struggle to 

maintain virtue in the face of persistent allurements. 

2. How does Laura's experience with the goblin fruit affect her, and what does it 

signify? 

Laura's experience with the goblin fruit is profoundly transformative, but in a 

destructive way. After eating the fruit, she becomes addicted, craving more but unable to 

find the goblins again. This longing and inability to satisfy her desire cause her physical 

and emotional deterioration. She becomes despondent, wasting away as she yearns for 

the fruit she can no longer obtain. 

Laura's experience signifies the destructive power of yielding to temptation and the 

addictive nature of sin. The fruit represents forbidden pleasures that seem enticing at first 

but lead to ruin. Laura's decline after consuming the fruit can be seen as a moral lesson 

about the dangers of overindulgence and the loss of innocence. It highlights the peril of 

succumbing to desires that promise immediate gratification but result in long-term harm. 

3.  What is the significance of Lizzie's actions in the poem? 

Lizzie's actions are pivotal to the resolution of the poem's central conflict. 

Determined to save her sister, Lizzie bravely confronts the goblins and endures their 

attempts to force-feed her the fruit. She resists their aggression, standing firm in her 

refusal to consume the fruit. Her resistance is an act of self-sacrifice and moral strength. 

Lizzie's actions signify the power of love, sacrifice, and resilience. By enduring the 

goblins' abuse and returning home covered in the fruit's juice, she provides Laura with a 

means of redemption. Her selflessness and courage ultimately save Laura, who is cured 

after kissing Lizzie and ingesting the fruit's juice second-hand. Lizzie's heroism highlights 

the themes of sisterly love and the redemptive power of self-sacrifice. Her role as a savior 
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contrasts with Laura's earlier succumbence to temptation, underscoring the moral 

message of the poem. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1. Critically analyze the poem Goblin Market by Christina Rossetti's 

Introduction 

Christina Rossetti's "Goblin Market" is a narrative poem that explores themes of 

temptation, sacrifice, and sisterly love. Set in a fantastical world inhabited by goblin 

merchants who sell enchanted fruit, the poem follows the story of two sisters, Laura and 

Lizzie, as they encounter the goblins and face the consequences of their actions. Through 

its vivid imagery and allegorical elements, "Goblin Market" offers a compelling exploration 

of moral and spiritual themes that continue to resonate with readers today. 

Temptation and Sin 

 Central to "Goblin Market" is the theme of temptation and its consequences. The 

goblin men and their enticing fruits symbolize the allure of sin and the dangers of 

succumbing to forbidden desires. Laura's decision to taste the goblin fruit represents 

humanity's propensity to yield to temptation, even when warned of the potential 

consequences. Rossetti vividly describes the fruits' appeal, using sensory imagery to 

evoke their intoxicating aroma and taste, heightening the temptation faced by Laura and, 

later, Lizzie. 

 Sacrifice and Redemption 

 Another prominent theme in the poem is sacrifice and redemption. Lizzie's 

courageous actions to save her sister from the goblins' influence demonstrate the power of 

selfless love and the willingness to endure suffering for the sake of others. Lizzie's refusal 

to consume the fruit, despite the goblins' coercion, reflects her moral integrity and her 

commitment to protecting Laura. Ultimately, it is Lizzie's self-sacrifice and Laura's 
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redemption through her sister's intervention that offer hope for salvation and spiritual 

renewal. 

Sisterly Love 

 At its core, "Goblin Market" celebrates the bond between sisters and the strength 

of familial love. Laura and Lizzie's relationship serves as the emotional heart of the poem, 

anchoring its narrative and driving its thematic exploration. Rossetti portrays their devotion 

to each other with tenderness and depth, highlighting the transformative power of sisterly 

love in the face of adversity. Through their shared experiences and unwavering support for 

one another, Laura and Lizzie embody the resilience of the human spirit and the capacity 

for compassion and forgiveness. 

 Allegory and Symbolism 

 Rossetti employs allegorical elements and rich symbolism throughout "Goblin 

Market" to convey deeper layers of meaning. The goblin fruit, with its enchanting allure 

and poisonous effects, serves as a metaphor for the allure of sin and the corrupting 

influence of temptation. The goblin men represent the agents of temptation, preying on the 

weaknesses and vulnerabilities of the human soul. Additionally, the poem's lush and vivid 

imagery, along with its rhythmic and musical language, contributes to its allegorical 

resonance, inviting readers to interpret its themes in various ways. 

Conclusion 

Christina Rossetti's "Goblin Market" is a timeless work of literature that offers a 

profound exploration of moral, spiritual, and emotional themes. Through its vivid imagery, 

allegorical elements, and rich symbolism, the poem invites readers to reflect on the nature 

of temptation, the power of sacrifice and redemption, and the enduring bonds of love and 

kinship. "Goblin Market" continues to captivate and resonate with audiences, reminding us 

of the eternal struggle between good and evil and the transformative power of love and 

forgiveness. 
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SECTION 1.4 The Wasteland- T.S.Eliot   
 

1.4.1– Summary 

The poem begins with a section entitled "The Burial of the Dead." In it, the narrator 

perhaps a representation of Eliot himself describes the seasons. Spring brings "memory 

and desire," and so the narrator's memory drifts back to times in Munich, to childhood sled 

rides, and to a possible romance with a "hyacinth girl." The memories only go so far, 

however. The narrator is now surrounded by a desolate land full of "stony rubbish." 

He remembers a fortune-teller named Madame Sosostris who said he was "the 

drowned Phoenician Sailor" and that he should "fear death by water." Next he finds 

himself on London Bridge, surrounded by a crowd of people. He spots a friend of his from 

wartime, and calls out to him. 

The next section, "A Game of Chess," transports the reader abruptly from the 

streets of London to a gilded drawing room, in which sits a rich, jewel-bedecked lady who 

complains about her nerves and wonders what to do. The poem drifts again, this time to a 

pub at closing time in which two Cockney women gossip. Within a few stanzas, we have 

moved from the upper crust of society to London's low-life. 

"The Fire Sermon" opens with an image of a river. The narrator sits on the banks 

and muses on the deplorable state of the world. As Tiresias, he sees a young 

"carbuncular" man hop into bed with a lonely female typist, only to aggressively make love 

to her and then leave without hesitation. The poem returns to the river, where maidens 

sing a song of lament, one of them crying over her loss of innocence to a similarly lustful 

man. 

"Death by Water," the fourth section of the poem, describes a dead Phoenician 

lying in the water -- perhaps the same drowned sailor of whom Madame Sosostris spoke. 

"What the Thunder Said" shifts locales from the sea to rocks and mountains. The narrator 

https://www.gradesaver.com/the-waste-land/study-guide/character-list#madame-sosostris
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cries for rain, and it finally comes. The thunder that accompanies it ushers in the three-

pronged dictum sprung from the Brihadaranyaka Upanishad: "Datta, dayadhvam, 

damyata": to give, to sympathize, to control. With these commandments, benediction is 

possible, despite the collapse of civilization that is under way  "London bridge is falling 

down falling down falling down." 

1.4.2- Glossary 

1. Discontented - Unhappy  

2. Unfulfilled - incomplete 

3. Uncivilized - Barbaric  

4. Mundane - Ordinary  

5. Restless - uneasy 

6. Adventure – quest 

1.4.3- Self-Assessment Questions                                                

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1. What is the first line of T.S. Eliot's "The Waste Land"? 

       A. "April is the cruellest month"    B. "Winter kept us warm" 

        C. "The river's tent is broken"    D. "I will show you fear in a handful of dust" 

2. In "The Waste Land," which mythological figure is associated with rebirth and renewal? 

        A. Persephone   B. Osiris   C. Adonis   D. Tiresias 

 3. What is the title of the third section of "The Waste Land"? 

          A. The Burial of the Dead    B. A Game of Chess   

         C. The Fire Sermon             D. Death by Water 

4. Who is the "hyacinth girl" mentioned in the poem? 

       A. A symbol of lost love      B. A figure from Greek mythology   

       C. Eliot's muse                      D. A character from Shakespeare's plays 
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5. In "The Waste Land," what tarot card does Madame Sosostris, the fortune teller, not 

find? 

    A. The Hanged Man B. The Wheel of Fortune C. The Phoenician Sailor   D. The Tower 

6. Which river is mentioned in the section "The Fire Sermon"? 

    A. The Thames   B. The Seine   C. The Ganges D. The Nile 

7. Who provides a commentary on "The Waste Land" in the notes section? 

    A. T.S. Eliot himself   B. Ezra Pound C. Virginia Woolf   D. F.R. Leavis 

8. What does the repeated phrase "Hurry up please it's time" signify in the poem? 

     A. The end of the world                  B. The closing time of a pub 

    C. The urgency of life                      D. The approach of a train 

9. What is the final line of "The Waste Land"? 

  A. "These fragments I have shored against my ruins"    B. "Datta. Dayadhvam. Damyata." 

  C. "London Bridge is falling down"                               D. "Shantih shantih shantih" 

10. What literary technique is predominantly used in "The Waste Land"? 

        A. Allegory    B. Stream of consciousness    C. Fragmentation      D. Epic simile 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. What is the significance of the opening line, "April is the cruellest month"? 

The opening line, "April is the cruellest month," subverts the traditional notion of 

spring as a time of renewal. Eliot suggests that spring's capacity to bring new life is cruel 

because it forces the awakening of memory and desire in a barren, desolate world. This 

line sets the tone for the poem's exploration of themes like death, rebirth, and the painful 

nature of regeneration. 

2. Who is Tiresias in "The Waste Land" and what role does he play? 

Tiresias is a blind prophet from Greek mythology who appears in "The Waste Land" 

as a unifying figure. Eliot uses Tiresias to connect various fragmented narratives and 

perspectives within the poem. Tiresias embodies both male and female experiences, and 
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his vision transcends time, providing a panoramic view of human suffering and the cyclical 

nature of history. He is central to understanding the poem's themes of decay, 

disillusionment, and potential redemption. 

3. What is the meaning of the title "A Game of Chess" in the second section of the 

poem? 

The title "A Game of Chess" alludes to Thomas Middleton's play and suggests 

themes of strategy, manipulation, and sexual tension. In this section, Eliot contrasts the 

sterile, mechanical nature of modern relationships with historical and mythological 

references. The title reflects the artificial and strategic interactions between men and 

women, underscoring the emptiness and lack of genuine connection in contemporary 

society. 

4. What does the "Unreal City" symbolize in "The Waste Land"? 

The "Unreal City" symbolizes the spiritual and cultural desolation of modern urban 

life. Often identified with London, this motif represents the dehumanizing effects of 

industrialization and the loss of meaning in contemporary existence. The city's unreal 

quality highlights the disconnection and alienation experienced by its inhabitants, reflecting 

the broader themes of fragmentation and decay in the poem. 

5.  What is the role of Madame Sosostris in the poem? 

Madame Sosostris is a fortune-teller who appears in the first section of the poem, 

"The Burial of the Dead." She offers a fragmented vision of the future through her tarot 

cards, each symbolizing different elements of the poem's themes. Her character 

represents the search for meaning and the uncertainty of fate. Despite her clairvoyance, 

she cannot provide clear answers, reflecting the poem's overarching sense of ambiguity 

and disorientation. 
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1. Critically analyse the poem "The Waste Land". 

T.S. Eliot's "The Waste Land" is divided into five sections, each exploring themes of 

decay, despair, and the search for redemption in a fragmented, modern world. Below is a 

critical analysis of each section. 

1. The Burial of the Dead 

Themes and Imagery: 

Decay and Death: The opening line, "April is the cruellest month," subverts 

traditional notions of spring as a time of rebirth, suggesting instead that regeneration is 

painful in a desolate world. This theme is reinforced through images of a barren landscape 

and references to World War I‘s devastation. 

Myth and History 

 Eliot references various myths, including the Sibyl and the Fisher King, to draw 

parallels between contemporary decay and ancient cycles of destruction and renewal. The 

myth of the Fisher King, who is wounded and whose kingdom becomes barren, 

symbolizes the modern world's spiritual desolation. 

Fragmentation 

 The section‘s structure, jumping from one scene to another without clear 

connections, reflects the fragmented nature of modern experience. This disjointedness 

mirrors the poem‘s thematic concern with the breakdown of coherent cultural and spiritual 

narratives. 

Literary Techniques 

Allusions 

  Eliot employs numerous literary and cultural allusions, from Chaucer to Wagner, 

creating a dense tapestry of references that both enrich and complicate the text. 
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Imagery 

Vivid images of death and desolation, such as "A heap of broken images," evoke 

the sense of a world in ruins. 

2. A Game of Chess 

Themes and Imagery 

Sexual Dysfunction and Sterility 

 This section contrasts scenes of decadent opulence with mundane, mechanical 

interactions between individuals, highlighting the emptiness and disconnection in modern 

relationships. The title itself suggests manipulation and strategic interactions devoid of 

genuine emotion. 

Historical and Mythological References 

 Allusions to Shakespeare's "Antony and Cleopatra" and Ovid's "Metamorphoses" 

emphasize themes of decay and transformation. The juxtaposition of high and low culture 

underscores the pervasive sense of decline. 

Literary Techniques 

Contrast 

Eliot contrasts the luxurious, almost claustrophobic setting of the rich woman's 

room with the squalor of the London pub, underscoring the theme of universal sterility and 

dissatisfaction. 

 Dialogue 

 The use of fragmented, disjointed dialogue reflects the characters' inability to 

connect meaningfully with one another, reinforcing the theme of isolation. 

3. The Fire Sermon 

Themes and Imagery: 

Lust and Corruption: This section explores the pervasive moral decay through vivid 

depictions of sordid sexual encounters and spiritual emptiness. The title references 
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Buddha‘s sermon on detachment from worldly desires, contrasting with the depicted moral 

decay. 

Religious and Philosophical References 

 The section draws on a variety of religious texts, including Buddhism and 

Christianity, to suggest a universal need for spiritual cleansing. The figure of Tiresias, a 

blind prophet, unifies the narrative by witnessing the moral decline. 

Literary Techniques: 

Symbolism 

 The river Thames, polluted and defiled, symbolizes the corruption of contemporary 

society. The repeated invocation of Tiresias serves as a symbol of insight and the 

continuity of human suffering. 

Intertextuality 

Eliot weaves in references to works such as Spenser‘s "Prothalamion" and 

Marvell‘s "To His Coy Mistress," creating a dialogue between past and present that 

underscores the continuity of human frailty. 

4. Death by Water 

Themes and Imagery: 

Mortality and Renewal:  

This brief section centers on the drowned Phoenician sailor, symbolizing both 

physical death and potential spiritual rebirth. Water, often a symbol of cleansing and 

renewal, here also represents the destructive power of nature. 

Cyclicality:  

The cyclical nature of life and death is emphasized, suggesting that destruction can 

lead to renewal, aligning with the broader themes of the poem. 
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Literary Techniques 

Conciseness 

 The brevity of this section contrasts with the more elaborate passages elsewhere 

in the poem, focusing the reader‘s attention on its central themes of death and potential 

rebirth. 

Imagery  

The imagery of drowning evokes a sense of inevitable mortality and the relentless 

passage of time. 

5. What the Thunder Said 

Themes and Imagery: 

Despair and Hope 

 This final section transitions from scenes of despair and desolation to a more 

hopeful conclusion, reflecting the possibility of spiritual renewal. The imagery shifts from 

the dry, barren wasteland to the promise of rain, symbolizing new life. 

Religious Redemption 

 The section draws heavily on Christian imagery, particularly the resurrection of 

Christ, and the Hindu Upanishads, emphasizing themes of sacrifice, redemption, and 

spiritual enlightenment. 

Fragmentation and Unity 

 The disjointed narrative reflects the fragmented modern world, yet the recurring 

references to thunder and the potential for rain suggest a movement towards coherence 

and renewal. 

Literary Techniques: 

Allusions: Eliot incorporates a range of religious and literary references, including Dante‘s 

"Divine Comedy" and the Upanishads, to highlight the universality of the poem‘s themes. 
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Imagery 

 The transition from dry, barren landscapes to the promise of rain serves as a 

powerful metaphor for spiritual renewal and redemption. 

Conclusion 

T.S. Eliot‘s "The Waste Land" is a complex and multifaceted exploration of 

modernity‘s spiritual and cultural crises. Each section employs a rich tapestry of allusions, 

imagery, and fragmented narrative techniques to convey themes of decay, despair, and 

the quest for redemption. Through its intricate structure and profound symbolism, the 

poem reflects the fractured nature of contemporary existence while suggesting the 

possibility of spiritual renewal. 

Introduction to "The Burial of the Dead" 

"The Burial of the Dead" serves as the opening section of T.S. Eliot's "The Waste 

Land," setting the tone for the entire poem. It introduces key themes and motifs such as 

death, rebirth, decay, and regeneration. Eliot employs a fragmented narrative style and a 

rich tapestry of allusions, drawing on literature, mythology, religion, and history to create a 

complex, multifaceted work that reflects the spiritual desolation and cultural fragmentation 

of the modern world. 

Critical Analysis 

Opening Lines and Themes of Rebirth and Decay 

Lines 1-7: 

The section begins with the famous line, "April is the cruellest month, breeding / 

Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing / Memory and desire, stirring / Dull roots with spring 

rain." This subverts the traditional notion of April as a time of renewal, suggesting that the 

awakening of life is painful in a desolate world. 
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Theme of Decay and Renewal:  

This paradox sets up the central tension of the poem: the struggle between the 

desire for regeneration and the reality of spiritual and cultural decay. The reference to "dull 

roots" being stirred by "spring rain" evokes a world where growth is unwelcome and 

painful. 

The Unreal City and Modern Desolation 

Lines 8-18: 

Eliot transitions to a description of a barren, winter landscape, where "Winter kept 

us warm, covering / Earth in forgetful snow, feeding / A little life with dried tubers." This 

juxtaposition of winter's harshness with a false sense of warmth emphasizes the theme of 

numbness and disconnection. 

Allusion to Dante: 

 The phrase "a little life with dried tubers" hints at the minimal, survivalist existence 

of modern humanity, disconnected from deeper spiritual and cultural roots. 

Lines 19-30: 

Eliot introduces the "Unreal City," a recurring motif symbolizing the spiritual and 

cultural desolation of urban life. This is often identified with London, representing the 

dehumanizing effects of industrialization and the loss of meaning in contemporary 

existence. 

Allusion to Baudelaire: 

 The description of the city as "unreal" alludes to Charles Baudelaire's "Les Fleurs 

du mal," underscoring the sense of disorientation and alienation. 

The Hyacinth Girl and Memory 

Lines 31-42:The introduction of the "hyacinth girl" represents a moment of personal 

memory and desire. The memory of a past encounter is tinged with a sense of loss and 

unfulfilled longing. 
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Symbolism of the Hyacinth:  

In Greek mythology, Hyacinthus was a beautiful youth loved by Apollo, whose 

accidental death led to the creation of the hyacinth flower. This symbol of beauty and 

transience highlights the theme of fleeting beauty and the inevitability of loss. 

Madame Sosostris and Fragmented Prophecy 

Lines 43-59: 

Madame Sosostris, a fortune-teller, offers a fragmented vision of the future through 

her tarot cards. Each card symbolizes different elements of the poem's themes, 

contributing to the overall sense of ambiguity and uncertainty. 

Tarot Cards 

The cards, such as "The Hanged Man" and "The Wheel," evoke themes of sacrifice, 

fate, and cyclical time. The absence of "The Tower," traditionally associated with disaster 

and upheaval, hints at underlying instability. 

The Unreal City Revisited 

Lines 60-76: 

The poem returns to the "Unreal City," now described with imagery reminiscent of 

Dante's "Inferno," suggesting a hellish, purgatorial existence. The depiction of crowds 

flowing over London Bridge evokes a sense of mechanical, lifeless routine. 

Historical References:  

The reference to "Stetson" and the allusion to World War I highlight the continuity of 

human suffering and the cyclical nature of history. 

Conclusion of "The Burial of the Dead" 

Lines 77-85: 

The section concludes with a mixture of personal memory, mythological allusion, 

and prophetic vision. The line "You! Hypocrite lecteur!—mon semblable,—mon frère!" 
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directly addresses the reader, breaking the fourth wall and implicating them in the shared 

experience of desolation and seeking meaning. 

Final Imagery:  

The invocation of the "corpse" planted in the garden, which may or may not sprout, 

encapsulates the central tension between death and potential rebirth. 

Conclusion 

"The Burial of the Dead" effectively sets the stage for the themes explored 

throughout "The Waste Land." Eliot's use of fragmented narrative, rich allusions, and 

striking imagery creates a sense of spiritual and cultural disintegration. The section 

oscillates between despair and the faint hope of renewal, reflecting the broader condition 

of modern humanity. Through its complex interweaving of personal, mythological, and 

historical elements, "The Burial of the Dead" establishes the poem's exploration of the 

wasteland of contemporary existence and the elusive quest for meaning and redemption. 

 

SECTION 1.5 The Unknown Citizen- W.H.Auden 
 

1.5.1– Summary 

W.H. Auden's poem "The Unknown Citizen" is a satirical commentary on the nature 

of modern society and the dehumanizing effects of bureaucracy and conformity. The poem 

is written in the form of an epitaph, commemorating an unnamed, ordinary man who is 

presented as a model citizen by the state. Through its ironic tone and formal structure, the 

poem critiques the reduction of individual identity to mere statistical data and societal 

roles. 

Opening Lines: The poem opens with the inscription, "To JS/07 M 378," indicating 

that the subject of the poem is identified by a bureaucratic code rather than a name. This 
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immediately sets the tone for the poem, highlighting the impersonal nature of modern 

society. 

The State's Perspective: The poem proceeds to describe the citizen's life from the 

perspective of various government agencies and social institutions. Each stanza provides 

a different aspect of his life, reducing his existence to a series of statistics and societal 

roles: 

1. Work and Employment: 

The citizen is praised for his consistent and loyal work ethic. He is described as a 

"model" worker, never once found "guilty of any crime." This reflects the state's 

appreciation of his economic productivity and adherence to societal expectations. 

2. Social Behaviour: 

He is noted for his impeccable social behavior. He was a "saint" not because he 

was morally virtuous, but because he conformed perfectly to the expectations of society. 

The poem mentions that he paid his dues to his union and was popular with his 

colleagues, reflecting his unproblematic integration into the social fabric. 

3. Consumption and Media: 

The citizen is further commended for his consumer habits. He bought the latest 

gadgets and followed popular trends, suggesting that his identity was defined by his 

consumption patterns. He was also known to have "the proper opinions for the time of 

year," implying that his thoughts and beliefs were shaped by mainstream media and 

societal norms. 

4. Family Life: 

The state records show that he had the "right number" of children and his marriage 

was "added to the population." This section underscores the reduction of personal and 

intimate aspects of life to mere data points in demographic studies. 
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5. Health and Wellness: 

The citizen's health is summarized by the fact that he was hospitalized once but left 

in good health. His physical well-being is another statistic in the state's records, with no 

mention of his personal experiences or feelings. 

6. Irony and Satire: 

 Throughout the poem, Auden employs irony to highlight the absurdity of reducing a 

person's life to statistics and bureaucratic assessments. The tone is detached and clinical, 

mirroring the impersonal nature of the records being described. The poem's title, "The 

Unknown Citizen," echoes the concept of the "Unknown Soldier," but instead of honoring a 

fallen hero, it honors a man whose life was devoid of individuality and personal 

significance. 

Final Stanza: The poem concludes with two rhetorical questions that starkly contrast the 

detailed records: 

"Was he free? Was he happy?" The state‘s response is that these questions are 

absurd, indicating that they are irrelevant to the bureaucratic assessment of a person's life. 

This ending underscores the poem's central critique: in a society where individuals are 

valued only for their conformity and productivity, genuine human experiences like freedom 

and happiness are disregarded. 

Themes and Analysis 

Conformity and Bureaucracy:  

Auden‘s poem critiques the way modern societies value conformity and efficiency 

over individuality and personal fulfillment. The "Unknown Citizen" is celebrated not for his 

unique qualities or personal achievements but for his ability to conform to societal norms 

and expectations. 
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Dehumanization: 

 The poem highlights the dehumanizing effects of bureaucratic systems that reduce 

people to numbers and data points. The citizen's identity is completely subsumed by the 

roles and functions he fulfills within society, rendering him "unknown" in any personal or 

meaningful sense. 

Irony and Satire: Auden uses irony to expose the superficiality of the state's 

accolades. The poem's formal structure and language mimic official reports, creating a 

satirical tone that underscores the absurdity of valuing human lives solely based on their 

adherence to societal norms. 

Freedom and Happiness: The rhetorical questions at the end of the poem serve 

as a powerful critique of a society that prioritizes conformity over individual well-being. By 

suggesting that questions about freedom and happiness are irrelevant, the poem critiques 

the shallow nature of the societal metrics used to judge a person's life. 

Conclusion 

"The Unknown Citizen" by W.H. Auden is a powerful and incisive critique of modern 

society‘s tendency to value conformity and bureaucratic efficiency over individuality and 

personal fulfillment. Through its ironic tone and satirical portrayal of a model citizen, the 

poem exposes the dehumanizing effects of reducing individuals to mere statistics and 

societal roles. The final rhetorical questions about freedom and happiness underscore the 

poem's central message: in a world obsessed with conformity and control, the true 

essence of human life is often ignored or forgotten. 

1.5.2– Glossary  

1. Fudge - Conceal 

2. Scab - Strikebreaker 

3. Union - Association 

4. Fudge Motors Inc. - Company 
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5. Saint - Ideal 

6. Community - Society 

7. Bureau - Agency 

8. Psychiatrist - Therapist 

9. Installment Plan - Credit 

10. Advertisements - Commercials 

1.5.3– Self-Assessment Questions 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1. What does the citizen’s identification, "JS/07 M 378," represent? 

a)  His birth date 

b)  His address 

c)  His bureaucratic code 

d) His job title 

2. The phrase "The Unknown Citizen" is a play on the concept of the: 

a)  Unknown Soldier 

b)  Famous Politician 

c)  Common Worker 

d)  Everyday Hero 

3. Which word describes the citizen’s compliance with social expectations? 

a)  Rebel 

b)  Nonconformist 

c) Saint 

d)  Outlaw 
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4. What is the significance of the citizen buying a "phonograph, a radio, a car, and a 

frigidaire"? 

a)  His wealth 

b) His popularity 

c)  His conformity 

d) His intelligence 

5. The poem suggests that the citizen’s opinions were shaped by…………………. 

a)  His family 

b)  The press 

c)  His friends 

d)  His education 

6. What is implied by the question, "Was he free? Was he happy? 

a)  The citizen‘s wealth 

b)  The citizen’s freedom and happiness 

c) The citizen‘s education 

d) The citizen‘s popularity 

7. What does the poem suggest about the value placed on individual identity in 

modern society? 

a)  It is highly valued 

b)  It is completely ignored 

c)  It is reduced to statistics 

d)  It is based on wealth 

8. **The citizen’s "proper opinions for the time of year" suggests he…………… 

a)  Was well-read 

b) Held opinions in line with societal trends 

c) Was a critical thinker 
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d)  Ignored public opinion 

9. What is the tone of "The Unknown Citizen"? 

a)  Celebratory 

b)  Ironic 

c)  Angry 

d)  Melancholic 

10. The poem ends by questioning the importance of …………….. 

a)  The citizen‘s wealth 

b)  The citizen‘s achievements 

c) The citizen’s freedom and happiness 

d) The citizen‘s education 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. What is the significance of the citizen’s identification "JS/07 M 378"? 

The identification "JS/07 M 378" is a bureaucratic code that signifies how the state 

reduces individual identity to mere numbers and data points. This impersonal designation 

underscores the theme of dehumanization in modern society, where individuals are seen 

as statistics rather than unique beings with personal identities. It reflects the poem's 

critique of a system that values conformity and productivity over individuality and human 

essence. 

2. How does the poem's title, "The Unknown Citizen," relate to its themes? 

The title "The Unknown Citizen" echoes the concept of the "Unknown Soldier," a 

term used to honor soldiers whose bodies are unidentifiable. In Auden's poem, however, it 

ironically commemorates an ordinary man whose individuality has been obliterated by 

societal expectations and bureaucratic oversight. The title underscores the poem's 

exploration of anonymity and the loss of personal identity in a conformist society. It points 
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to the irony that, while the citizen is celebrated for his compliance, his true self remains 

unknown and unacknowledged. 

3. What role does irony play in the poem? 

Irony is a central device in "The Unknown Citizen." The poem‘s tone is mockingly 

reverent, praising the citizen for qualities that highlight his lack of distinct identity and 

independence. For instance, the citizen is described as a "saint" not for any moral virtues 

but for his perfect conformity to societal norms. The final lines, asking if he was "free" or 

"happy," suggest that these human experiences are irrelevant in the state's assessment of 

his life. This irony critiques the superficial measures of success and the neglect of deeper 

human values in modern society. 

4. What does the poem suggest about the citizen’s work life? 

The poem indicates that the citizen was an exemplary worker, "satisfied his 

employers," and "never got fired." This suggests he was diligent, reliable, and adhered to 

the expectations of his job. However, this portrayal is devoid of any personal passion or 

fulfilment, implying that his work was merely a function of his role in society, not an 

expression of his individuality. It highlights the poem's theme of how modern employment 

can strip individuals of their personal significance, reducing them to cogs in a bureaucratic 

machine. 

5. In what ways does the poem address the concept of social conformity? 

"The Unknown Citizen" addresses social conformity by depicting a man who 

perfectly fits societal expectations. He is commended for paying his union dues, holding 

the "proper opinions for the time of year," and consuming the correct products. This 

depiction shows that his life was characterized by adherence to societal norms without any 

deviation. The poem critiques how such conformity is valued over individuality, suggesting 

that societal pressures to conform can lead to a loss of personal identity and genuine 

human experience. 
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1.Critical Analysis of "The Unknown Citizen" by W.H. Auden 

Introduction 

W.H. Auden's poem "The Unknown Citizen," first published in 1939, serves as a 

poignant critique of the dehumanizing aspects of modern bureaucratic society. Through its 

satirical tone and ironic structure, the poem explores themes of conformity, identity, and 

the reduction of human life to mere statistics. Auden‘s use of a detached, bureaucratic 

voice to narrate the life of an unnamed, model citizen highlights the absurdity and 

emptiness of a life lived strictly according to societal norms and expectations. 

Impersonal Identification and Bureaucratic Tone: 

The poem begins with the identification "JS/07 M 378," immediately stripping the 

citizen of personal identity and reducing him to a bureaucratic code. This impersonal 

approach sets the stage for the poem's critique of modern society‘s tendency to devalue 

individuality. The use of an epitaph format traditionally reserved for honoring the dead 

adds a layer of irony, as it commemorates not a hero but an ordinary man whose life was 

devoid of personal significance. 

Satirical Praise of Conformity: 

Throughout the poem, the citizen is praised for his perfect conformity to societal 

norms. He is described as a "saint" not for any moral virtues but for his compliance with 

social and economic expectations. The citizen‘s adherence to union dues, consumer 

habits, and holding the "proper opinions for the time of year" illustrates how his identity is 

shaped entirely by external expectations. This satirical praise exposes the superficial 

values of a society that prizes conformity over individuality. 
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Consumerism and Media Influence: 

Auden criticizes consumerism by detailing the citizen's material possessions—such 

as a "phonograph, a radio, a car, and a frigidaire"—suggesting that his value is measured 

by his consumption patterns. This emphasis on consumer goods underscores the hollow 

nature of a life defined by materialism. Furthermore, the citizen's "proper opinions" indicate 

the influence of media in shaping public thought, reflecting Auden‘s concern about the 

homogenization of individual perspectives in a mass society. 

Reduction of Human Life to Statistics: 

The poem‘s bureaucratic language reduces the citizen's life to a series of data 

points, covering his work, social behavior, and health. For instance, his hospitalization is 

mentioned without any detail about his personal experience, reflecting a clinical view that 

ignores emotional and psychological dimensions. This reductionist approach critiques the 

way modern societies prioritize efficiency and productivity over genuine human 

experiences and well-being. 

Irony and Rhetorical Questions: 

The poem's concluding rhetorical questions—"Was he free? Was he happy?"—are 

particularly striking. The state's dismissal of these questions as "absurd" underscores the 

central critique: modern society‘s metrics of success overlook essential aspects of human 

existence. Freedom and happiness, fundamental to a fulfilling life, are rendered irrelevant 

in the bureaucratic assessment of the citizen‘s life. This irony drives home the poem's 

message about the emptiness of a life lived solely in adherence to societal norms and 

expectations. 

Themes of Dehumanization and Loss of Identity: 

"The Unknown Citizen" eloquently explores themes of dehumanization and the loss 

of personal identity in a bureaucratic, conformist society. The citizen‘s life, as depicted by 

various government agencies and social institutions, lacks any sense of individuality or 
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personal fulfillment. Auden‘s portrayal of a life reduced to statistics and roles serves as a 

powerful indictment of a system that values compliance over creativity, and material 

success over personal happiness. 

Conclusion 

W.H. Auden's "The Unknown Citizen" remains a powerful critique of the 

dehumanizing effects of modern bureaucracy and conformity. Through its ironic tone, 

impersonal narrative, and satirical praise of conformity, the poem exposes the 

superficiality and emptiness of a life lived according to societal expectations. Auden‘s 

incisive commentary on consumerism, media influence, and the reduction of human life to 

mere statistics underscores the importance of individuality and personal freedom in an 

increasingly homogenized world. By questioning the true meaning of freedom and 

happiness, Auden calls into question the values of modern society and urges readers to 

reflect on the essence of a fulfilling human existence. 

UNIT I COMPLETED 
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Prose 

SECTION 2.1 The Whitsun Weddings - Philip Larkin   
 

2.1.1– About the Text 

"The Whitsun Weddings" is a celebrated poem by Philip Larkin, first published in 

1964 as part of his collection of the same name. This poem has since become one of 

Larkin's most admired works, known for its vivid imagery, poignant reflections, and 

profound exploration of human experience. Through the lens of a train journey from Hull to 

London on a Whitsun weekend—a traditional time for weddings—Larkin delves into 

themes of social change, marriage, and the passage of time. 

The poem opens with the speaker embarking on a train journey on a hot summer 

afternoon. Larkin's meticulous descriptions vividly evoke the landscape, from canals and 

farms to industrial areas, painting a picture of England's countryside in transition. As the 

train progresses, the speaker observes the diverse range of passengers and the 

newlywed couples at each station stop. These scenes of weddings become a focal point 

for the poem, symbolizing the continuity of tradition amidst the changes brought about by 

modernity. 

Larkin's keen observations of the weddings reveal the complexities of human 

relationships and societal expectations surrounding marriage. He captures the excitement, 

hope, and uncertainty of the newlywed couples, as well as the familial dynamics and 

social rituals that accompany weddings. Through his precise language and vivid imagery, 

Larkin invites readers to contemplate the significance of marriage and its place in a 

changing world. 

As the journey continues, the poem shifts to a broader reflection on time and 

change. The train journey serves as a metaphor for the passage of time, with each station 
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stop marking a new phase in life. Larkin's contemplation of the transient nature of human 

experience underscores the poem's central themes, leaving readers with a sense of 

wonder and introspection. 

"The Whitsun Weddings" exemplifies Larkin's unique poetic style and thematic 

concerns. His ability to transform ordinary experiences into profound meditations on life is 

evident throughout the poem. Through its vivid imagery, reflective tone, and exploration of 

universal themes, "The Whitsun Weddings" continues to resonate with readers, offering 

new insights with each reading. It stands as a timeless reflection on the nature of 

existence and the moments that define it. 

2.1.2– About the Writer 

Philip Larkin (1922–1985) was a prominent English poet, widely regarded as one of the 

most significant literary figures of the 20th century. Known for his distinctive voice, keen 

observations, and profound reflections on modern life, Larkin's work continues to captivate 

readers with its wit, clarity, and emotional resonance. 

Larkin's poetry is characterized by its focus on everyday experiences, its precise 

language, and its exploration of universal themes such as love, death, time, and 

alienation. His early work, influenced by poets such as W.B. Yeats and Thomas Hardy, 

often reflects a sense of disillusionment and despair in the face of a changing world. 

One of Larkin's most famous poems is "The Whitsun Weddings," published in 1964 

as part of his collection of the same name. This poem captures a train journey from Hull to 

London on a Whitsun weekend, exploring themes of social change, marriage, and the 

passage of time. With its vivid imagery and reflective tone, "The Whitsun Weddings" 

exemplifies Larkin's ability to transform ordinary experiences into profound meditations on 

life. 

In addition to his poetry, Larkin was also an accomplished jazz critic and essayist. 

His essays on literature, music, and culture offer valuable insights into his aesthetic 
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preferences and intellectual interests. Despite his contributions to various literary genres, 

Larkin is primarily remembered for his poetry, which continues to inspire and resonate with 

readers around the world. 

Philip Larkin passed away on December 2, 1985, leaving behind a rich legacy of 

poetry that continues to be celebrated for its honesty, insight, and enduring relevance. His 

work remains a testament to the power of language to capture the complexities of human 

experience and to illuminate the beauty and sadness of everyday life. 

2.1.3– Summary 

"The Whitsun Weddings" by Philip Larkin is a reflective poem that captures the 

speaker's train journey from Hull to London during the Whitsun weekend, a time 

traditionally associated with weddings. As the train progresses, the speaker observes the 

changing landscapes, the diverse range of passengers, and the newlywed couples at 

each station stop. Through vivid imagery and keen observations, Larkin explores themes 

of social change, marriage, and the passage of time. 

The poem begins with a description of the hot summer afternoon and the departure 

of the train from Hull. Larkin meticulously describes the journey, depicting the canals, 

fields, and industrial landscapes that pass by. As the train moves towards London, the 

speaker notices the newlywed couples at each station, reflecting on the significance of the 

weddings and the broader theme of marriage. 

Throughout the journey, Larkin captures the excitement, hope, and uncertainty 

associated with marriage, as well as the societal rituals and familial dynamics that 

accompany it. The poem's reflective tone invites readers to contemplate the complexities 

of human relationships and the transient nature of life. 

As the train approaches London, the speaker's reflections shift to a broader 

contemplation of time and change. The journey serves as a metaphor for the passage of 

time, with each station stop marking a new phase in life. The poem concludes with a 
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powerful reflection on the significance of the journey, leaving readers with a sense of 

wonder and introspection. 

Overall, "The Whitsun Weddings" is a poignant exploration of human experience, 

marriage, and the passage of time. Through its vivid imagery, precise language, and 

reflective insights, Larkin captures the beauty and complexity of everyday life, inviting 

readers to engage with its themes on a deeply personal level. 

2.1.4– Glossary 

1. Whitsun: Christian festival 

2. Weddings: Marriage ceremonies 

3. Philip Larkin: Poet 

4. Train: Locomotive 

5. Journey: Voyage 

6. Hull: City 

7. London: Capital 

8. Observations: Noticings 

9. Marriage: Matrimony 

10. Passage: Transition 

2.1.5– Self-Assessment Questions 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1. What is the significance of the title "The Whitsun Weddings" in Philip Larkin's 

poem? 

A. It refers to the train journey from Hull to London. 

B. It symbolizes the joyous occasion of weddings during the Whitsun 

weekend. 

C. It describes the landscape and atmosphere of the journey. 
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D. It highlights the passage of time and the transient nature of human experience. 

2.  What does the train journey symbolize in the poem? 

A. The permanence of human experience 

B. The stability of tradition 

C. The passage of time and the journey of life 

D. The isolation of individual experiences 

3.  How does Larkin explore the theme of marriage in the poem? 

A. By describing the changing landscape during the train journey 

B. By reflecting on the fleeting moments of life 

C. By observing the newlywed couples at each station stop 

D. By contemplating the significance of the journey's conclusion 

4.  What is the mood of the poem? 

A. Joyful and celebratory          B. Reflective and contemplative 

C. Melancholic and somber      D. Euphoric and ecstatic 

5.  What does Larkin use to create a sense of place in the poem? 

A. Detailed observations of weddings    B. Vivid imagery and sensory details 

C. Rhyme and rhythm                            D. Symbolism and metaphor 

6.  What do the weddings symbolize in the poem? 

A. Tradition and continuity             B. Change and modernity 

C. Isolation and alienation                 D. Optimism and hope 

7. What is the significance of the poem's conclusion? 

A. It celebrates the joyous occasion of weddings 

B. It reflects on the passage of time and the transient nature of human 

experience 

C. It highlights the beauty of the English countryside 

D. It explores the complexities of human relationships 
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8.  How does Larkin use language and tone to convey the mood of the poem? 

A. By using complex and convoluted language 

B. By employing a detached and objective tone 

C. By utilizing precise and vivid imagery 

D. By employing a melodramatic and exaggerated tone 

9. What does the train journey serve as in the poem? 

 A. A symbol of permanence and stability 

 B. A metaphor for the passage of time and the journey of life 

 C. A representation of isolation and alienation 

 D. A celebration of tradition and continuity 

10.  What does the conclusion of the poem leave readers with? 

A. A sense of joy and celebration 

B. A feeling of sadness and despair 

C. A sense of wonder and introspection 

D. A feeling of indifference and apathy 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. What is the significance of the title "The Whitsun Weddings" in Philip Larkin's 

poem? 

The title "The Whitsun Weddings" refers to the Whitsun weekend, a traditional time 

for weddings in England. It sets the temporal context for the poem, signaling the 

prevalence of weddings during this period. Additionally, the title hints at the thematic focus 

on marriage and social rituals that permeate the poem. 

2. How does Philip Larkin use imagery to create a sense of place in "The Whitsun 

Weddings"? 

Larkin employs vivid imagery to evoke the landscape and atmosphere of the train 

journey from Hull to London. He describes canals with "floatings of industrial froth," "short-
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shadowed cattle," and "acres of dismantled cars," painting a rich picture of the English 

countryside juxtaposed with industrial elements. This imagery not only sets the scene but 

also conveys the changing landscapes and the passage of time during the journey. 

3. Discuss the significance of the train journey as a central motif in the poem. 

The train journey serves as a metaphor for the passage of time and the journey of 

life. It symbolizes movement, transition, and the inevitability of change. As the train travels 

from Hull to London, the speaker observes the changing landscapes and the diverse 

range of passengers, reflecting the diversity of human experiences. The train journey 

becomes a microcosm of life itself, with each station stop marking a new phase in the 

journey. 

4. How does Philip Larkin explore the theme of marriage in "The Whitsun 

Weddings"? 

Larkin explores the theme of marriage through the lens of the train journey, observing 

newlywed couples at each station stop. He captures the excitement, hope, and uncertainty 

associated with marriage, as well as the societal rituals and familial dynamics that 

accompany it. Through his keen observations and reflective insights, Larkin invites 

readers to contemplate the complexities of human relationships and the institution of 

marriage. 

5. Discuss the role of time and temporality in "The Whitsun Weddings." 

Time and temporality are central themes in the poem, as the train journey serves as 

a metaphor for the passage of time and the transient nature of human experience. Larkin 

reflects on the fleeting moments of life, capturing the ephemeral nature of weddings and 

the broader journey of existence. The poem's structure, with its regular rhyme scheme and 

rhythmic flow, reinforces the sense of temporal progression, highlighting the tension 

between permanence and transience. 
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6. How does Philip Larkin use language and tone to convey the mood of the poem? 

Larkin's language is characterized by its precision and clarity, allowing him to 

capture the sensory details of the train journey with vividness and immediacy. The tone of 

the poem is reflective and contemplative, as the speaker observes the world around him 

and reflects on the passage of time. There is a sense of detachment and empathy in 

Larkin's tone, as he navigates the complexities of human experience with sensitivity and 

nuance. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1. Explain the poem “The Whitsun Weddings" by Philip Larkin 

Introduction 

"The Whitsun Weddings," a poem by Philip Larkin, is one of his most celebrated 

works, first published in his 1964 collection titled The Whitsun Weddings. The poem 

captures a train journey from Hull to London on a Whitsun weekend, a traditional time for 

weddings. Through detailed observations and rich imagery, Larkin explores themes of 

social change, marriage, and the passage of time. The poem‘s reflective tone and keen 

attention to mundane details highlight Larkin‘s skill in transforming ordinary experiences 

into profound meditations on life. 

Structure and Form 

The poem is written in eight stanzas, each containing ten lines. Larkin uses a 

regular rhyme scheme (ABABCDDECE), contributing to the poem's rhythmic flow, 

reminiscent of the train journey it describes. The structured form contrasts with the often 

chaotic and transient scenes observed during the journey, underscoring the tension 

between order and the unpredictable nature of life. 

 

Stanza 1: Setting the Scene 



CDOE - ODL II B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER III UNIT – 1-5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
55 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The poem begins with a description of a hot summer afternoon. The speaker notes 

the "canals with floatings of industrial froth" and "a hothouse flashed uniquely," 

immediately placing the reader in the vivid, sensory world of the journey. Larkin‘s attention 

to detail establishes the ordinary yet richly textured setting of the train ride. 

Stanza 2: The Train Journey Begins 

As the train departs, the speaker observes the changing landscape. Fields, 

buildings, and towns rush past, described with meticulous specificity. The "wide farms" 

and "short-shadowed cattle" evoke the pastoral beauty of the English countryside, while 

the "acres of dismantled cars" and "domes of crystal" introduce a sense of modernity and 

industrialization. This juxtaposition highlights the evolving nature of the world through 

which the speaker travels. 

Stanza 3: Observations of Weddings 

The poem‘s central theme emerges as the speaker notices that each station stop 

reveals newlywed couples. The term "Whitsun" refers to the week of Whitsunday, 

traditionally a popular time for weddings. The speaker sees "fathers with broad belts under 

their suits / And seamy foreheads; mothers loud and fat." Larkin‘s keen observational skills 

bring these scenes to life, emphasizing the social rituals and familial dynamics associated 

with weddings. 

Stanza 4: Reflections on Marriage 

As the journey continues, the speaker reflects on the significance of these 

weddings. He notes the "fresh couples" embarking on a new chapter of their lives, 

juxtaposed with the mundane reality of the train journey. The speaker‘s tone is both 

detached and empathetic, capturing the mix of excitement and uncertainty that 

accompanies marriage. 
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Stanza 5: The Sights and Sounds of the Journey 

The poem delves deeper into the sensory experiences of the journey. The "grinning 

and pomaded, girls / In parodies of fashion" and "children frowned / At something dull" 

reflect the everyday reality of the passengers. Larkin‘s use of vivid imagery and precise 

language creates a palpable sense of the environment within the train. 

Stanza 6: The Passing of Time 

The speaker‘s reflections shift to a broader contemplation of time and change. The 

journey symbolizes the passage of time, with each station stop marking a new phase. The 

"frail / Travelling coincidence" of the weddings serves as a metaphor for the fleeting nature 

of life and the serendipitous moments that define our existence. 

Stanza 7: Arrival in London 

As the train approaches London, the speaker‘s tone becomes more contemplative. 

The city represents both an end and a beginning, mirroring the journey of the newlyweds. 

The "grappling with families and lodgings" alludes to the practical challenges that lie 

ahead, contrasting with the romantic idealism of the weddings. 

Stanza 8: Concluding Reflections 

The poem concludes with a powerful reflection on the significance of the journey. 

The speaker describes the moment as a "sense of falling, like an arrow-shower / Sent out 

of sight, somewhere becoming rain." This evocative imagery captures the ephemeral 

nature of the experience and the transformative power of the journey. The poem leaves 

readers with a sense of wonder and introspection, inviting them to reflect on their own 

lives and the moments that shape them. 

Conclusion 

"The Whitsun Weddings" by Philip Larkin is a masterful exploration of everyday life, 

infused with deep philosophical insights. Through vivid imagery, precise language, and a 

reflective tone, Larkin transforms a mundane train journey into a profound meditation on 
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social change, marriage, and the passage of time. The poem‘s enduring appeal lies in its 

ability to capture the complexities of human experience with empathy, wit, and keen 

observation, making it a timeless reflection on the nature of life and the moments that 

define it. 

2. Critical Analysis of "The Whitsun Weddings" by Philip Larkin 

Introduction 

Philip Larkin‘s "The Whitsun Weddings" is a reflective poem that captures a train 

journey from Hull to London during the Whitsun weekend, a traditional time for weddings. 

Through vivid imagery and keen observations, Larkin explores themes of social change, 

marriage, and the passage of time. The poem's structured form and rhythmic language 

enhance its meditative quality, inviting readers to contemplate the complexities of human 

experience. 

Setting the Scene: Exploring the Ordinary 

The poem begins with a detailed description of the train journey, setting the scene 

with images of canals, farms, and industrial landscapes. Larkin‘s attention to mundane 

details establishes a sense of place and time, immersing readers in the sensory world of 

the journey. The poem's opening stanzas serve as a canvas upon which the subsequent 

observations and reflections unfold. 

Observations of Weddings: Rituals and Realities 

As the journey progresses, the speaker observes newlywed couples at each station 

stop, reflecting on the significance of the weddings. Larkin‘s keen observational skills bring 

these scenes to life, capturing the familial dynamics and social rituals associated with 

marriage. The juxtaposition of the joyous occasion of weddings with the mundane reality 

of the train journey highlights the tension between tradition and modernity, ritual and 

reality. 
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Reflections on Marriage: Hope and Uncertainty 

Throughout the poem, the speaker reflects on the nature of marriage, noting the 

mix of excitement and uncertainty that accompanies it. Larkin explores the complexities of 

human relationships, presenting marriage as both a source of hope and a source of 

anxiety. The poem‘s reflective tone invites readers to consider their own attitudes towards 

marriage and the complexities of commitment and companionship. 

The Passage of Time: Ephemeral Moments 

As the train approaches London, the speaker‘s reflections shift to a broader 

contemplation of time and change. The journey serves as a metaphor for the passage of 

time, with each station stop marking a new phase in life. Larkin‘s imagery of "frail / 

Travelling coincidence" captures the fleeting nature of human experience and the 

serendipitous moments that shape our lives. 

Conclusion: The Transcendence of Experience 

The poem concludes with a powerful reflection on the significance of the journey. 

The speaker describes the moment as a "sense of falling," evoking a feeling of 

transcendence and transformation. Larkin‘s imagery of the arrow-shower becoming rain 

suggests the interconnectedness of individual experiences and the collective journey of 

humanity. The poem leaves readers with a sense of wonder and introspection, inviting 

them to reflect on the transient nature of life and the moments that define it. 

Conclusion 

"The Whitsun Weddings" by Philip Larkin is a poignant exploration of human 

experience, marriage, and the passage of time. Through vivid imagery, keen observations, 

and reflective insights, Larkin captures the complexities of everyday life with empathy and 

nuance. The poem‘s enduring appeal lies in its ability to evoke a sense of wonder and 

contemplation, inviting readers to engage with its themes on a deeply personal level. As a 
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timeless reflection on the nature of existence, "The Whitsun Weddings" continues to 

resonate with readers, offering new insights with each reading. 

SECTION 2.2 Piece of Chalk - G. K. Chestertons 
 

2.2.1– About the Text 

"A Piece of Chalk" by G.K. Chesterton is a charming and contemplative essay that 

delves into the profound insights derived from a simple activity: drawing in the English 

countryside. Chesterton's narrative begins with the mundane act of gathering supplies for 

a drawing expedition, but it quickly transforms into a philosophical exploration of virtue, 

simplicity, and the overlooked beauty in everyday objects. This essay not only exemplifies 

Chesterton's distinctive style—marked by wit and paradox—but also reflects his deep-

seated beliefs and ability to find significant meaning in the commonplace. This critical 

analysis examines the thematic elements, stylistic features, and broader implications of 

Chesterton's essay. 

2.2.2– About the Writer 

G.K. Chesterton, full name Gilbert Keith Chesterton (1874-1936), was a prolific 

English writer, philosopher, lay theologian, and literary and art critic. Renowned for his wit, 

eloquence, and paradoxical style, Chesterton wrote extensively across various genres, 

including novels, essays, poetry, plays, and journalism. 

 Chesterton's style is characterized by paradoxes and a playful use of language. His 

ability to present profound truths through humor and seemingly simple observations 

earned him a unique place in English literature. He influenced numerous writers and 

thinkers, including C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, and Jorge Luis Borges. 
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2.2.3– Summary 

"A Piece of Chalk" by G.K. Chesterton is a short essay that captures the author's 

reflections on a simple outing into the English countryside. Chesterton recounts an 

experience where he set out to draw with a piece of brown paper and various colored 

chalks. He realizes that he forgot to bring white chalk, a crucial element for his drawing. 

Throughout the essay, Chesterton explores themes of simplicity, creativity, and the 

inherent value in common, everyday items. He marvels at the beauty of the natural world 

and reflects on the symbolic importance of white, equating it with virtue and moral purity. 

Chesterton's narrative intertwines his observations of the landscape with philosophical 

musings, ultimately celebrating the ordinary and finding profound meaning in a seemingly 

trivial object a piece of chalk. 

The essay concludes with Chesterton finding a piece of white chalk among the 

natural chalk cliffs, highlighting the idea that sometimes, the solutions to our problems are 

right in front of us, provided we take the time to look and appreciate our surroundings. The 

story is a charming meditation on finding joy and significance in the mundane aspects of 

life. 

2.2.4– Glossary 

1. Contemplative – Reflective 

2. Profound - Deep 

3. Simplicity - Plainness 

4. Paradox - Contradiction 

5. Virtue – Morality 

6. Ordinary - Common 

7. Wonder – Awe 

8. Allegory - Symbolism 
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9. Humor – Wit 

10. Imagery – Visualization 

 

2.2.5– Self-Assessment Questions 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1. What did Chesterton forget to bring for his drawing in "A Piece of Chalk"? 

A. Blue chalk   B. Green chalk  C. White chalk  D. Brown paper 

2. What is the primary setting of the essay "A Piece of Chalk"? 

A. An art studio    B. The English countryside   C. A city park    D. A classroom 

3. Which theme is central to Chesterton’s "A Piece of Chalk"? 

A. The complexity of modern life   B. The value of simplicity 

C. The power of technology           D. The importance of wealth 

4. What does Chesterton use as a metaphor for virtue and purity in the essay? 

A. Green grass   B. White chalk    C. Blue sky     D. Brown paper 

5. How does Chesterton describe the ordinary in his essay? 

A. Boring and insignificant      B. Complex and confusing 

C. Profound and beautiful    D. Modern and advanced 

6. What does Chesterton ultimately find in the natural environment that he was 

missing? 

A. A piece of white chalk   B. A drawing board   C. A pencil    D. A sketchbook 

7. Which literary device is predominantly used by Chesterton in "A Piece of Chalk"? 

A. Hyperbole   B. Irony   C. Paradox   D. Simile 

8. What does Chesterton emphasize through his reflection on colors in the essay? 

A. The need for artistic talent B. The moral and symbolic significance of virtues 

C. The advancement of technology    D. The importance of wealth 
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9. What does the act of drawing represent in Chesterton's essay? 

A. A hobby for leisure                       B. A task to pass time 

C. A philosophical exploration     D. A professional obligation 

10. What broader message does Chesterton convey in "A Piece of Chalk"? 

A. The complexities of urban life    

B. The importance of modern technology 

C. The significance of finding joy and meaning in everyday life 

     D. The necessity of acquiring wealth and status 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. What are some of G.K. Chesterton's most famous works? 

Some of G.K. Chesterton's most famous works include the Father Brown detective 

series, the novel "The Man Who Was Thursday," and his essay collections "Heretics" and 

"Orthodoxy." He also wrote notable biographies of St. Francis of Assisi and Charles 

Dickens. 

2. What themes are commonly found in Chesterton's writing? 

Chesterton's writing often explores themes such as the importance of common 

sense, the value of tradition, the moral order rooted in religious faith, and the celebration 

of the ordinary. His works frequently reflect his deep Christian beliefs and commitment to 

traditional values. 

3. How did Chesterton's religious beliefs influence his work? 

Chesterton's conversion to Catholicism had a profound influence on his worldview 

and writing. His Christian faith is evident in his essays, novels, and biographies, where he 

often articulates the importance of faith, virtue, and moral order. His works defend 

traditional values and critique contemporary society from a Christian perspective. 
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4. What is distinctive about Chesterton's writing style? 

Chesterton's writing style is characterized by the use of paradoxes, playful 

language, and wit. He had a unique ability to present profound truths through humor and 

simple observations, making his works both thought-provoking and entertaining. 

5. Which writers and thinkers were influenced by G.K. Chesterton? 

G.K. Chesterton influenced many writers and thinkers, including C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. 

Tolkien, and Jorge Luis Borges. His imaginative plots, philosophical depth, and Christian 

apologetics left a lasting impact on these and other notable figures. 

6. What is the significance of Chesterton's work today? 

Chesterton's work remains significant today due to its enduring themes of faith, 

tradition, and the value of the ordinary. His insights into human nature, society, and 

morality continue to resonate with modern readers. Chesterton's ability to find wonder in 

the mundane and articulate profound truths in an accessible manner ensures his 

relevance and influence persist. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1. Critical Analysis of "A Piece of Chalk" by G.K. Chesterton 

Introduction  

"A Piece of Chalk" by G.K. Chesterton is a charming and contemplative essay that 

delves into the profound insights derived from a simple activity: drawing in the English 

countryside. Chesterton's narrative begins with the mundane act of gathering supplies for 

a drawing expedition, but it quickly transforms into a philosophical exploration of virtue, 

simplicity, and the overlooked beauty in everyday objects. This essay not only exemplifies 

Chesterton's distinctive style—marked by wit and paradox—but also reflects his deep-

seated beliefs and ability to find significant meaning in the commonplace. This critical 

analysis examines the thematic elements, stylistic features, and broader implications of 

Chesterton's essay. 



CDOE - ODL II B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER III UNIT – 1-5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
64 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thematic Elements 

 Central to "A Piece of Chalk" is the theme of finding profundity in simplicity. 

Chesterton‘s reflection on the missing white chalk, which he ultimately discovers in the 

natural chalk cliffs, symbolizes the idea that essential truths and virtues are often right 

before us, though they may go unnoticed. This motif aligns with Chesterton's broader 

philosophical outlook that emphasizes the value of the ordinary and the importance of 

seeing the world with a sense of wonder. 

Another prominent theme is the moral and symbolic significance of colors, 

particularly white. Chesterton meditates on white as a representation of virtue and purity, 

contrasting it with the more visible, vibrant colors. This reflects his Christian worldview, 

where virtues like purity and goodness, though sometimes overlooked, are foundational to 

human existence. His discussion of colors serves as an allegory for understanding deeper 

moral truths through the lens of everyday experiences. 

Stylistic Features 

Chesterton‘s essay is characterized by his signature paradoxical style and playful 

use of language. He employs humor and light-hearted observations to introduce profound 

philosophical reflections, making complex ideas accessible and engaging. For instance, 

the simple act of needing white chalk becomes a springboard for exploring themes of 

virtue and the human tendency to overlook the obvious. 

Moreover, Chesterton‘s use of vivid imagery brings the countryside setting to life, 

allowing readers to visualize his creative process and the beauty he perceives in the 

natural world. His narrative voice is conversational yet intellectually stimulating, inviting 

readers to join him in his contemplative journey. 

Broader Implications 

"A Piece of Chalk" extends beyond its immediate narrative to offer broader 

commentary on the human condition and the perception of reality. Chesterton's musings 
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encourage readers to appreciate the inherent beauty and moral significance in the world 

around them. His reflections on white chalk as a symbol of virtue suggest a call to 

recognize and uphold fundamental moral values in everyday life. 

The essay also implicitly critiques modernity‘s tendency to complicate and obscure 

simple truths. Chesterton's celebration of the ordinary and his reminder to find joy in 

simplicity serve as a counterpoint to the often overwhelming complexity of contemporary 

life. This perspective is particularly relevant in today's fast-paced, technology-driven 

society, where the simple pleasures and virtues are frequently overshadowed. 

Conclusion 

G.K. Chesterton's "A Piece of Chalk" is a masterful blend of narrative charm and 

philosophical depth. Through his exploration of a simple drawing exercise, Chesterton 

uncovers profound insights into virtue, simplicity, and the beauty of the ordinary. His 

distinctive style, marked by wit and paradox, enhances the essay's appeal and 

accessibility. Ultimately, "A Piece of Chalk" serves as both a celebration of the 

commonplace and a reminder of the moral and aesthetic truths that can be found in 

everyday experiences. Chesterton's ability to find significance in the mundane and to 

articulate this with humor and grace ensures the enduring relevance and impact of his 

work. 

SECTION 2.3 Dream Children- Charles Lamb  
 

2.3.1– About the Text 

"Dream Children: A Reverie" by Charles Lamb, delves into the profound themes of 

loss, longing, and memory, offering readers a glimpse into the inner world of the author's 

emotions and reflections. Written in the early 19th century, the essay takes the form of a 

reverie, where Lamb engages in a series of imagined conversations with his fictional 



CDOE - ODL II B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER III UNIT – 1-5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
66 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

children, John and Alice. Through these dialogues, Lamb revisits moments from his past 

and grapples with the pain of losing loved ones, particularly his brother John Lamb. 

One of the central themes of "Dream Children: A Reverie" is the theme of loss. 

Lamb reflects on the deaths of his family members, including his brother, and the impact 

of their absence on his life. He confronts feelings of grief and sorrow, acknowledging the 

permanence of loss and the passage of time. The essay serves as a poignant meditation 

on the nature of mortality and the fragility of life. 

2.3.2– About the Writer 

"Dream Children: A Reverie" is an essay penned by the esteemed English essayist 

Charles Lamb, first published in 1822. In this poignant literary piece, Lamb delves into the 

realm of introspection and nostalgia, navigating through the corridors of memory to 

reminisce about moments from his past. The essay takes the form of a reverie, a 

dreamlike state where Lamb engages in imagined conversations with his fictional children, 

John and Alice. 

Through these dialogues, Lamb embarks on a journey of emotional exploration, 

confronting the bittersweet realities of life, loss, and longing. At the heart of "Dream 

Children" lies the profound theme of loss, as Lamb grapples with the absence of his loved 

ones, particularly his brother John Lamb. Through his reflections, Lamb vividly portrays 

the pain and sorrow that accompany the passage of time, as memories of bygone days 

intertwine with the harsh realities of the present. 

2.3.3– Summary 

"Dream Children: A Reverie" by Charles Lamb is a poignant exploration of grief, 

nostalgia, and memory. Through the narrative, Lamb reflects on his personal experiences, 

particularly his longing for familial connections and his desire to revisit cherished 

memories. The essay revolves around the central themes of loss and longing, as Lamb 
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grapples with the pain of losing loved ones, including his brother John Lamb. Through 

imagined conversations with his fictional children, John and Alice, Lamb confronts feelings 

of grief and nostalgia, reflecting on the passage of time and the inevitability of mortality. 

His writing style is lyrical and introspective, characterized by vivid imagery and rich 

symbolism that enhance the emotional resonance of the narrative. "Dream Children: A 

Reverie" elicits a profound emotional impact on readers, evoking feelings of nostalgia, 

sorrow, and empathy. By sharing his personal journey of introspection and self-discovery, 

Lamb invites readers to reflect on their own experiences of loss and longing, reminding us 

of the enduring power of the human spirit in the face of adversity. 

2.3.4– Glossary 

1. Reverie - Daydream 

2. Nostalgia - Longing 

3. Imaginary - Fictitious 

4. Vanished - Disappeared 

5. Reflection - Contemplation 

6. Sorrow - Sadness 

7. Childhood - Youth 

8. Accomplishments - Achievements 

9. Untimely - Premature 

10. Symbolize - Represent 

2.3.5– Self-Assessment Questions 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1. Who is the author of "Dream Children: A Reverie"? 

       A. Charles Dickens    B. William Wordsworth    

       C. Charles Lamb       D. Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
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2. What are the names of the children in "Dream Children"? 

       A. John and Alice B. Peter and Mary C. Edward and Jane   D. Charles and Anne 

3. To whom does Lamb narrate the story in "Dream Children"? 

        A. His wife   B. His parents   C. His imaginary children    D. His friends 

4. What is the main theme of "Dream Children"? 

         A. Adventure   B. Nostalgia and loss    C. Fantasy     D. Romance 

5. Which relative of Charles Lamb is prominently mentioned in "Dream Children"? 

          A. His father    B. His uncle   C. His brother   D. His grandmother 

6. What happens to the children at the end of "Dream Children"? 

           A. They fall asleep                             B. They leave the house 

           C. They vanish, revealing they were a dream    D. They start crying 

7. What emotion does Lamb express through his reverie in "Dream Children"? 

           A. Joy   B. Anger   C. Sorrow   D. Fear 

8. What does Lamb reflect on when talking about his brother in "Dream Children"? 

         A. Their childhood adventures                         B. Their sibling rivalry 

         C. His brother's accomplishments and untimely death    D. Their travels together 

9. What literary technique is most prominently used in "Dream Children"? 

          A. Satire     B. Allegory    C. Stream of consciousness    D. Reverie 

10. What does Lamb‘s use of imaginary children in "Dream Children" symbolize? 

           A. His love for fairy tales 

      B. His desire for companionship and a family he never had 

      C. His disdain for reality 

      D. His fascination with dreams 
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. What motivated Charles Lamb to write "Dream Children: A Reverie"? 

Charles Lamb was inspired to write "Dream Children: A Reverie" by his personal 

experiences and emotions. The essay reflects Lamb's longing for familial connections and 

his desire to revisit cherished memories, particularly those involving his deceased 

relatives, including his brother John Lamb. 

2. Describe the narrative structure of "Dream Children: A Reverie." 

"Dream Children: A Reverie" is structured as a reflective monologue in which Lamb 

narrates a series of imagined conversations with his fictional children, John and Alice. 

Through these dialogues, Lamb revisits moments from his past and explores themes of 

loss, longing, and nostalgia. 

3. How does Charles Lamb evoke a sense of nostalgia in "Dream Children: A 

Reverie"? 

Lamb employs vivid descriptions of childhood experiences, family gatherings, and 

domestic scenes to evoke a nostalgic longing for the past. He reminisces about moments 

spent with his deceased relatives, infusing the narrative with a bittersweet tone that 

resonates with readers. 

4. Discuss the significance of the imaginary children, John and Alice, in "Dream 

Children: A Reverie." 

John and Alice symbolize Lamb's yearning for familial connections and the family 

he never had. They serve as companions for Lamb in his reverie, allowing him to explore 

unresolved emotions surrounding his lost loved ones and to confront the realities of 

mortality. 

5. How does Lamb explore the theme of loss in "Dream Children: A Reverie"? 

Lamb grapples with the theme of loss by reflecting on the deaths of his family 

members, particularly his brother John Lamb. Through his reverie, Lamb confronts 
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feelings of grief and longing, ultimately coming to terms with the permanence of loss and 

the passage of time. 

6. Analyse Lamb's use of language and imagery in "Dream Children: A Reverie." 

Lamb's writing is characterized by its lyrical prose, introspective tone, and rich 

imagery. He employs descriptive language and vivid imagery to create a dreamlike 

atmosphere that draws readers into his introspective journey. Lamb's use of language and 

imagery enhances the emotional impact of the essay and reinforces its themes of 

memory, longing, and nostalgia. 

7. How does Lamb employ humor in "Dream Children: A Reverie"? 

While "Dream Children: A Reverie" primarily deals with themes of loss and longing, 

Lamb also incorporates elements of humor into the narrative. His interactions with the 

imaginary children, John and Alice, are often playful and lighthearted, providing moments 

of levity amidst the melancholy reflections. 

8. Discuss the role of John Lamb, Charles Lamb's brother, in "Dream Children: A 

Reverie." 

John Lamb is prominently featured in the essay as a beloved figure from Charles 

Lamb's childhood. Charles reflects on his brother's accomplishments, untimely death, and 

the impact of his absence on his own life. John's memory serves as a focal point for 

Lamb's reflections on loss, longing, and the passage of time. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1. Critically analyse Dream Children- Charles Lamb 

Introduction 

 "Dream Children: A Reverie" by Charles Lamb is a poignant and introspective 

essay that explores themes of loss, longing, and memory. Written in the early 19th 

century, the essay reflects Lamb's personal experiences and emotions, particularly his 

longing for familial connections and his desire to revisit cherished memories. Through a 
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series of imagined conversations with his fictional children, John and Alice, Lamb delves 

into the complexities of grief and nostalgia, inviting readers on a journey of introspection 

and self-discovery. 

 Theme of Loss and Longing 

 The central theme of "Dream Children: A Reverie" revolves around loss and 

longing. Lamb grapples with the pain of losing loved ones, particularly his brother John 

Lamb, whose memory looms large throughout the essay. Through his reverie, Lamb 

confronts feelings of grief and nostalgia, reflecting on the passage of time and the 

inevitability of mortality. His interactions with the imaginary children, John and Alice, serve 

as a poignant reminder of the family he never had and the companionship he longs for. 

 Narrative Structure and Style 

 Lamb's narrative structure in "Dream Children: A Reverie" is characterized by its 

reflective monologue and dreamlike atmosphere. He seamlessly blends elements of 

fantasy and reality, allowing the boundaries between past and present, imagination and 

memory, to blur. Lamb's writing style is lyrical and introspective, with vivid descriptions and 

rich imagery that evoke a sense of nostalgia and longing. His use of language and 

symbolism enhances the emotional resonance of the essay, drawing readers into his 

introspective journey. 

 Symbolism and Imagery 

 Lamb employs symbolism to convey deeper layers of meaning in "Dream Children: 

A Reverie." The imaginary children, John and Alice, symbolize Lamb's unfulfilled desire for 

family and companionship, while the dreamlike setting represents his longing for a return 

to the past. Through vivid imagery and descriptive language, Lamb creates a sense of 

atmosphere and mood that enhances the thematic resonance of the essay, inviting 

readers to engage with its underlying meanings. 
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 Emotional Impact 

 "Dream Children: A Reverie" elicits a profound emotional impact on readers, 

evoking feelings of nostalgia, sorrow, and empathy. Lamb's poignant reflections on loss, 

longing, and the passage of time resonate with universal themes of human experience, 

making the essay deeply affecting for readers. By sharing his personal journey of 

introspection and self-discovery, Lamb fosters a sense of emotional connection and 

empathy, inviting readers to reflect on their own lives and relationships. 

Conclusion 

 "Dream Children: A Reverie" by Charles Lamb is a masterful exploration of loss, 

longing, and memory. Through his reflective monologue and dreamlike narrative, Lamb 

delves into the complexities of grief and nostalgia, inviting readers on a journey of 

introspection and self-discovery. His use of symbolism, imagery, and language enhances 

the emotional resonance of the essay, drawing readers into his intimate exploration of the 

human condition. By sharing his personal experiences and emotions, Lamb creates a 

profound and deeply affecting work that continues to resonate with readers to this day. 

2. Write an essay on Dream Children- Charles Lamb 

Introduction 

 "Dream Children: A Reverie" by Charles Lamb stands as a timeless exploration of 

the complexities of grief, nostalgia, and memory. Written in the early 19th century, the 

essay delves into the depths of human emotion, inviting readers on a journey of 

introspection and self-discovery. Through the lens of his personal experiences, Lamb 

crafts a narrative that resonates with universal themes of loss and longing, capturing the 

essence of the human condition in all its beauty and sorrow. 

Exploring Themes of Loss and Longing 

 At the heart of "Dream Children: A Reverie" lies the profound theme of loss and 

longing. Lamb grapples with the pain of losing loved ones, particularly his brother John 
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Lamb, whose memory haunts the narrative. Through a series of imagined conversations 

with his fictional children, John and Alice, Lamb confronts feelings of grief and nostalgia, 

reflecting on the passage of time and the inevitability of mortality. His interactions with the 

imaginary children serve as a poignant reminder of the family he never had and the 

companionship he longs for but can never fully grasp. 

Narrative Structure and Style 

 Lamb's narrative structure in "Dream Children: A Reverie" is characterized by its 

reflective monologue and dreamlike atmosphere. He seamlessly weaves together 

elements of fantasy and reality, blurring the boundaries between past and present, 

imagination and memory. Lamb's writing style is lyrical and introspective, with vivid 

descriptions and rich imagery that evoke a sense of nostalgia and longing. His use of 

language and symbolism enhances the emotional resonance of the essay, drawing 

readers into his intimate exploration of loss and longing. 

Symbolism and Imagery 

 Throughout "Dream Children: A Reverie," Lamb employs symbolism to convey 

deeper layers of meaning. The imaginary children, John and Alice, symbolize Lamb's 

unfulfilled desire for family and companionship, while the dreamlike setting represents his 

longing for a return to the past. Through vivid imagery and descriptive language, Lamb 

creates a sense of atmosphere and mood that enhances the thematic resonance of the 

essay, inviting readers to engage with its underlying meanings. 

Emotional Impact 

 "Dream Children: A Reverie" elicits a profound emotional impact on readers, 

evoking feelings of nostalgia, sorrow, and empathy. Lamb's poignant reflections on loss, 

longing, and the passage of time resonate with universal themes of human experience, 

making the essay deeply affecting for readers. By sharing his personal journey of 
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introspection and self-discovery, Lamb fosters a sense of emotional connection and 

empathy, inviting readers to reflect on their own lives and relationships. 

Conclusion 

 In conclusion, "Dream Children: A Reverie" by Charles Lamb stands as a timeless 

testament to the power of literature to explore the depths of human emotion. Through his 

reflective monologue and dreamlike narrative, Lamb delves into the complexities of grief, 

nostalgia, and memory, inviting readers on a journey of introspection and self-discovery. 

His use of symbolism, imagery, and language creates a profound and deeply affecting 

work that continues to resonate with readers to this day, reminding us of the enduring 

power of the human spirit in the face of loss and longing. 

SECTION 2.4 Indian Jugglers - William Hazlitt 
 

2.4.1– About the Text 

"Indian Jugglers" is an essay by the English essayist William Hazlitt, originally 

published in the early 19th century. Hazlitt, known for his perceptive and often critical 

essays on a wide range of subjects, uses the performance of Indian jugglers as a 

springboard to explore themes related to skill, artistry, and human potential. 

The essay begins with Hazlitt's vivid and admiring description of the jugglers' feats. 

He marvels at their dexterity and precision, noting how their actions seem almost 

superhuman. The jugglers' ability to manipulate objects with such speed and accuracy 

impresses him deeply, and he acknowledges the extraordinary level of practice and 

dedication required to achieve such proficiency. This admiration sets the tone for the rest 

of the essay, where Hazlitt contrasts this physical dexterity with intellectual and artistic 

achievements. 

Hazlitt then delves into a broader contemplation of human skill and the nature of 

genius. He draws comparisons between the jugglers' physical prowess and the intellectual 
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feats of philosophers, artists, and poets. Hazlitt suggests that while intellectual 

achievements are often lauded more highly than physical ones, the dedication and 

excellence required in both domains are equally admirable. He argues that the jugglers‘ 

skills, though different in kind, are just as worthy of respect as the intellectual 

accomplishments of scholars and thinkers. 

2.4.2– About the Writer 

William Hazlitt (1778-1830) was a prominent English essayist, critic, and social 

commentator, regarded as one of the greatest prose writers of the Romantic era. Hazlitt's 

essays, known for their lucid style and keen insights, cover a wide range of subjects, 

including literature, art, politics, and philosophy. His work often reflects a deep 

engagement with the ideas and personalities of his time, and he is particularly noted for 

his critical essays on Shakespeare and other major literary figures. 

 His first major work, "An Essay on the Principles of Human Action" (1805), was a 

philosophical treatise that went largely unnoticed. However, his fortunes changed when he 

began writing for periodicals and newspapers. His essays and reviews gained attention for 

their distinctive voice and incisive criticism. 

One of Hazlitt's most famous works is "Table-Talk" (1821-1822), a collection of 

essays on a wide range of topics. These essays display his conversational style, blending 

personal reflection with broader social and cultural commentary. Hazlitt's other notable 

works include "The Spirit of the Age" (1825), a series of character sketches of leading 

figures of his time, and "Lectures on the English Poets" (1818), which solidified his 

reputation as a formidable literary critic. 

2.4.3– Summary 

In "Indian Jugglers," William Hazlitt provides an engaging and thoughtful reflection 

on a performance by Indian jugglers he witnessed. He starts by describing their incredible 



CDOE - ODL II B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER III UNIT – 1-5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
76 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

skill and precision, expressing deep admiration for their physical dexterity. Hazlitt is struck 

by the seemingly effortless way the jugglers manipulate objects, which he attributes to 

years of dedicated practice and natural talent. 

The essay then broadens into a meditation on human potential and the nature of 

excellence. Hazlitt compares the jugglers' physical prowess with intellectual and artistic 

achievements, arguing that both require a high level of dedication and skill. He suggests 

that while society often places greater value on intellectual accomplishments, the physical 

mastery displayed by the jugglers is equally deserving of respect and admiration. 

Hazlitt reflects on the different forms of human achievement and the dedication 

needed to excel in any field, whether it be juggling, painting, or writing. He also explores 

the concept of the sublime, suggesting that the jugglers' performance evokes a sense of 

awe similar to that experienced when encountering great works of art or literature. 

Hazlitt's essay celebrates human potential and the diverse ways in which 

excellence can manifest. Through his reflections on the jugglers' skills, he invites readers 

to appreciate and value the various forms of human endeavor and the dedication required 

to achieve greatness in any domain. 

2.4.4– Glossary 

1. Dexterity - Skill 

2. Proficiency - Mastery 

3. Awe - Wonder 

4. Sublime - Exalted 

5. Admiration - Respect 

6. Prowess - Ability 

7. Precision - Accuracy 

8. Endeavor - Effort 

9. Contemplation - Reflection 
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10. Excellence - Superiority 

2.4.5– Self-Assessment Questions 

1. What does Hazlitt primarily admire about the Indian jugglers? 

           A. Their costumes             B. Their physical dexterity 

          C. Their storytelling            D. Their musical ability 

2. What does Hazlitt compare the jugglers' skills to? 

         A. Intellectual achievements B. Athletic competitions    

         C. Culinary arts    D. Military strategies 

3.  According to Hazlitt, what is required to achieve the jugglers' level of skill? 

          A. Natural talent alone         B. Years of dedicated practice 

          C. Formal education            D. Expensive equipment 

4.  Hazlitt uses the jugglers' performance to discuss which broader theme? 

A. The importance of leisure activities   B. Human potential and excellence 

           C. Cultural differences   D. The history of juggling 

5.  How does Hazlitt describe the feeling evoked by the jugglers' performance? 

            A. Boredom   B. Fear   C. Awe     D. Confusion 

6.  What does Hazlitt suggest is often more highly valued by society? 

             A. Physical prowess     B. Intellectual accomplishments 

             C. Artistic endeavors    D. Culinary skills 

7. Which concept does Hazlitt explore through the jugglers' performance? 

             A. The absurdity of life              B. The nature of the sublime 

             C. The inevitability of failure      D. The complexity of language 

8. Hazlitt believes the jugglers' skills are: 

             A. Undervalued by society      B. Overrated and commonplace 

             C. Supernatural                          D. Easily achievable by anyone 
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9. What does Hazlitt ultimately celebrate in his essay? 

A. The history of juggling                  B. The diversity of human achievements 

C. The decline of traditional arts      D. The simplicity of rural life 

10. Which form of writing is "Indian Jugglers" by Hazlitt? 

A. Poem      B. Novel     C. Essay     D. Play 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. How does Hazlitt explore the concept of the sublime in relation to the jugglers' 

performance? 

Hazlitt suggests that the jugglers' performance evokes a sense of the sublime, a 

feeling of awe and admiration that is similar to the reaction elicited by great works of art or 

literature. This sense of the sublime is tied to the jugglers' demonstration of peak physical 

ability, which Hazlitt finds both impressive and inspiring. He argues that the sublime can 

be experienced through various forms of human excellence, not just through intellectual or 

artistic achievements. 

2. What role does dedication play in achieving the level of skill demonstrated by the 

jugglers, according to Hazlitt? 

Dedication plays a crucial role in achieving the level of skill demonstrated by the 

jugglers. Hazlitt emphasizes that their extraordinary abilities are the result of years of 

rigorous practice and unwavering commitment to their craft. He suggests that such 

dedication is essential for reaching the highest levels of proficiency in any field, whether it 

be physical, intellectual, or artistic. 

3. How does Hazlitt's essay reflect his broader views on human potential and 

excellence? 

Hazlitt's essay reflects his broader views on human potential and excellence by 

celebrating the diverse ways in which individuals can achieve greatness. He advocates for 

a more inclusive understanding of excellence that encompasses both physical and 
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intellectual achievements. Hazlitt's admiration for the jugglers' skills underscores his belief 

in the value of dedication, practice, and talent in any form. 

4. What is the significance of Hazlitt's comparison between jugglers and 

intellectuals in the context of the essay? 

The significance of Hazlitt's comparison lies in his challenge to societal hierarchies 

that often prioritize intellectual achievements over physical skills. By highlighting the 

jugglers' mastery, Hazlitt makes a case for recognizing the value of different types of 

human excellence. This comparison serves to elevate the status of physical prowess and 

dedication, placing it on an equal footing with intellectual accomplishments. 

5. How does Hazlitt's writing style contribute to the effectiveness of his essay? 

Hazlitt's writing style, characterized by its clarity, energy, and directness, 

contributes significantly to the effectiveness of his essay. His vivid descriptions and 

passionate reflections engage readers and draw them into his contemplation of the 

jugglers' performance. Hazlitt's ability to blend personal observation with broader 

philosophical insights makes his arguments compelling and memorable. 

6. What can modern readers learn from Hazlitt's essay "Indian Jugglers"? 

Modern readers can learn to appreciate the diverse forms of human talent and the 

importance of dedication and practice in achieving excellence. Hazlitt's essay encourages 

a broader perspective on what constitutes valuable skills and accomplishments, urging 

readers to respect and admire the various ways people can excel. It also serves as a 

reminder of the awe-inspiring potential inherent in human effort and commitment, 

regardless of the domain in which it is expressed. 
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1.William Hazlitt's "Indian Jugglers": An Exploration of Human Potential and 

Excellence. 

Introduction 

 William Hazlitt, one of the foremost essayists of the Romantic era, is celebrated for 

his keen insights and elegant prose. His essay "Indian Jugglers" is a prime example of his 

ability to weave detailed observations into broader contemplations on human nature and 

societal values. In this essay, Hazlitt uses the spectacle of Indian jugglers to delve into 

themes of skill, artistry, and the diverse manifestations of human excellence 

The essay begins with Hazlitt's vivid description of a performance by Indian 

jugglers, whose extraordinary dexterity and precision captivate him. This admiration sets 

the stage for a deeper exploration of what it means to excel and how different forms of 

human achievement are valued. Through his reflections, Hazlitt challenges the 

conventional hierarchy that often places intellectual accomplishments above physical 

prowess, advocating for a more inclusive appreciation of human potential. 

The Spectacle of Skill 

Hazlitt opens by marveling at the jugglers' feats, which he describes as almost 

superhuman. Their ability to manipulate objects with such speed and accuracy appears 

effortless, a testament to years of dedicated practice. Hazlitt is struck by the jugglers' skill, 

seeing in their performance a pure expression of human capability. He notes the 

remarkable precision and control they exhibit, recognizing the intense focus and discipline 

required to reach such a level of mastery. 

Comparison with Intellectual Achievements 

From this detailed observation, Hazlitt transitions into a broader discussion on the 

nature of skill and excellence. He draws a parallel between the physical dexterity of the 

jugglers and the intellectual achievements of scholars and artists. Hazlitt argues that while 
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society often holds intellectual pursuits in higher regard, the dedication and talent required 

for physical mastery are equally admirable. Both forms of excellence, he suggests, 

demand a similar level of commitment and hard work, though they manifest in different 

ways. 

The Nature of the Sublime 

One of the key themes Hazlitt explores is the concept of the sublime, which he 

believes can be experienced through various forms of human achievement. He suggests 

that the awe and admiration elicited by the jugglers' performance are akin to the feelings 

inspired by great works of art or literature. This sense of the sublime, according to Hazlitt, 

is a recognition of the extraordinary capabilities of the human body and mind, regardless 

of the specific domain in which they are expressed. 

Dedication and Practice 

Hazlitt emphasizes that the jugglers' skills are not merely the result of natural talent 

but also of years of rigorous practice and unwavering dedication. He underscores the 

importance of perseverance and hard work in achieving excellence, a principle that 

applies equally to physical and intellectual pursuits. Hazlitt's admiration for the jugglers is 

rooted in his appreciation of the effort and discipline required to attain such a high level of 

proficiency. 

Broader Implications 

Through his reflection on the jugglers, Hazlitt invites readers to reconsider their 

perceptions of different forms of human endeavor. He advocates for a more inclusive 

understanding of excellence that encompasses both physical and intellectual 

achievements. Hazlitt's essay challenges the tendency to undervalue physical skills, 

urging readers to recognize the diverse ways in which individuals can excel and contribute 

to society. 
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Conclusion 

In "Indian Jugglers," William Hazlitt offers a thoughtful and eloquent meditation on 

human potential and the nature of excellence. By celebrating the skill and dedication of the 

jugglers, Hazlitt broadens the reader's appreciation for the various forms of human 

achievement. His essay serves as a reminder that excellence is not confined to intellectual 

pursuits alone but is also evident in the remarkable capabilities of the human body. 

Hazlitt's reflections encourage a deeper respect for the diverse expressions of human 

talent and the dedication required to achieve greatness in any field. 

"Indian Jugglers" is not merely an essay about a specific performance but a broader 

exploration of what it means to excel. Hazlitt's admiration for the jugglers' skills serves as a 

starting point for a rich and nuanced discussion on the value of different types of human 

achievement, making the essay a timeless celebration of human potential. 

2. Critical Analysis of William Hazlitt's Essay "Indian Jugglers" 

William Hazlitt‘s essay ―Indian Jugglers‖ stands as a testament to his profound 

ability to transcend simple observation and delve into complex philosophical discussions. 

Through the lens of an extraordinary performance by Indian jugglers, Hazlitt explores 

themes of skill, artistry, human potential, and societal values. This critical analysis will 

examine Hazlitt‘s rhetorical strategies, thematic explorations, and broader implications 

within the essay. 

Observational Detail and Vivid Description 

Hazlitt‘s essay begins with a meticulous and vivid description of the jugglers‘ 

performance. His observational prowess is evident as he paints a picture of their dexterity 

and precision. This attention to detail serves two purposes: it engages the reader, drawing 

them into the scene, and it establishes a foundation for Hazlitt‘s subsequent reflections. By 

highlighting the jugglers‘ seemingly superhuman abilities, Hazlitt sets the stage for a 

deeper contemplation of human potential and excellence. 
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Rhetorical Comparisons and Intellectual Parallels 

One of Hazlitt‘s key rhetorical strategies is the use of comparison. He juxtaposes 

the physical dexterity of the jugglers with intellectual achievements, suggesting that both 

require a similar degree of dedication, practice, and natural talent. This comparison 

challenges the traditional hierarchy that places intellectual pursuits above physical skills. 

Hazlitt‘s argument is that the jugglers‘ mastery is just as deserving of admiration as the 

work of philosophers, artists, and scholars. This egalitarian view of human capability is 

both radical and thought-provoking, urging readers to reconsider their own biases and 

value systems. 

Exploration of the Sublime 

A significant theme in the essay is the concept of the sublime. Hazlitt argues that 

the awe and admiration elicited by the jugglers‘ performance are akin to the feelings 

inspired by great works of art or literature. This sense of the sublime, according to Hazlitt, 

transcends the specific domain of achievement and speaks to the extraordinary potential 

of the human body and mind. By invoking the sublime, Hazlitt elevates the jugglers‘ 

performance from mere entertainment to a profound expression of human excellence. 

Dedication and the Nature of Excellence 

Hazlitt emphasizes that the jugglers‘ skills are not simply a matter of natural talent 

but are the result of years of rigorous practice and unwavering dedication. This focus on 

dedication and hard work is a recurring theme in Hazlitt‘s writings, reflecting his belief in 

the value of perseverance. Hazlitt‘s admiration for the jugglers underscores his broader 

view that excellence, in any form, is worthy of respect and recognition. This perspective 

challenges readers to appreciate the effort behind achievement, rather than just the end 

result. 
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Critique of Societal Values 

Implicit in Hazlitt‘s essay is a critique of societal values that often prioritize 

intellectual achievements over physical skills. By celebrating the jugglers‘ performance, 

Hazlitt advocates for a more inclusive understanding of human excellence. He challenges 

the conventional wisdom that tends to undervalue physical prowess and calls for a 

broader appreciation of diverse forms of human endeavor. This critique is both subtle and 

powerful, as it encourages readers to reflect on their own perceptions and biases. 

Stylistic Elements and Persuasive Techniques 

Hazlitt‘s writing style is characterized by its clarity, energy, and directness. His use 

of vivid imagery and detailed descriptions draws readers into his reflections, making his 

arguments more persuasive. Hazlitt‘s conversational tone and personal reflections create 

an intimate connection with the reader, enhancing the impact of his insights. His ability to 

blend personal anecdote with broader philosophical themes is a testament to his skill as 

an essayist. 

Broader Implications 

The broader implications of Hazlitt‘s essay extend beyond the specific performance 

of the jugglers. By using their skill as a metaphor for human potential, Hazlitt invites 

readers to consider the diverse ways in which individuals can excel. His reflections on 

dedication, practice, and the nature of excellence are universally applicable, offering 

valuable insights into the human condition. Hazlitt‘s essay ultimately serves as a 

celebration of human potential and a call to recognize and honor the various forms of 

human greatness. 

Conclusion 

In ―Indian Jugglers,‖ William Hazlitt masterfully combines detailed observation with 

profound philosophical reflection. His exploration of skill, dedication, and the nature of 

excellence challenges conventional hierarchies and advocates for a broader appreciation 
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of human potential. Through his vivid descriptions and persuasive rhetoric, Hazlitt invites 

readers to reconsider their own values and to celebrate the diverse expressions of human 

talent. The essay stands as a timeless meditation on what it means to excel, urging a 

deeper respect for the dedication and effort that underpin all forms of achievement. 

 

UNIT II COMPLETED 

Drama 

SECTION 3.1: Pygmalion - G.B.Shaw 

 

1.3.1– About the Text 

Shaw took his title from the ancient Greek legend of the famous sculptor named 

Pygmalion who could find nothing good in women, and, as a result, he resolved to live out 

his life unmarried. However, he carved a statue out of ivory that was so beautiful and so 

perfect that he fell in love with his own creation. Indeed, the statue was so perfect that no 

living being could possibly be its equal. Consequently, at a festival, he prayed to the 

goddess of love, Aphrodite that he might have the statue come to life. When he reached 

home, to his amazement, he found that his wish had been fulfilled, and he proceeded to 

marry the statue, which he named Galatea. 

Even though Shaw used several aspects of the legend, most prominently one of the 

names in the title, viewers, writers, critics, and audiences have consistently insisted upon 

there being some truth attached to every analogy in the myth. "Pygmalion" is a play by 

George Bernard Shaw, first performed in 1913. Named after the mythological Greek 

sculptor Pygmalion, who fell in love with a statue he had carved, Shaw's play explores 
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themes of social class, transformation, and the power of language. The play is a critique of 

the British class system and a commentary on the superficial nature of social distinctions. 

 

1.3.2– About the Writer 

George Bernard Shaw was born in Dublin, Ireland in 1856 to Lucinda and George 

Shaw. His father was a corn merchant who suffered from alcoholism, and his mother was 

a house wife and singer. Lucinda ran away to London with her voice teacher, George Lee. 

All her children followed her there. After a fall out with Lee, Shaw's mother pursued an 

unconventional teaching career in singing using the techniques Lee taught her.  

       Shaw began working as a clerk in a land agency at the age of fifteen, but 

abandoned that career before age twenty and resolved to fashion himself as a modern 

Shakespeare. He came of age as a writer in the late Victorian era, and much of his work 

demonstrated a rebellion against the morays of the time. Shaw's first essays into the 

writing profession were as a music and art critic, and his success allowed him to expand 

the range and style of his criticism. He developed into an extremely prolific playwright, 

novelist, and lecturer. Shaw was an active Fabian socialist and a supporter of feminists 

and homosexuals. His aggressive and diverse social commentaries kept him in the public 

eye throughout his long life. Shaw died in 1950, at the age of 94. 

        Pygmalion is the most famous and perhaps most beloved of Shaw's many plays. 

Shaw was often criticized for writing plays full of unsubstantial, if witty, banter. With 

Pygmalion, Shaw challenged his critics by making both the subject and the content of the 

play speech. He used phonetics and Ovid's story of Pygmalion as a means of defending 

his artistic creation and addressing feminist issues. Several film adaptations have been 

made of the play, one of which garnered Shaw an Academy Award for best screenplay in 

1938. 
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       George Bernard Shaw began his writing career as a critic. First, he reviewed music. 

Then, he branched out and became a theater critic. He must have been disappointed with 

his contemporary playwrights because he began writing his own dramatic works in the late 

1800s. Many consider Shaw‘s body of work to be second only to Shakespeare. Shaw 

possesses a deep love of language, high comedy, and social consciousness. 

       Thanks to its musical adaptation (My Fair Lady), George Bernard Shaw‘s 

Pygmalion has become the playwright‘s most famous comedy. It illustrates the comical 

clash between two different worlds. The pompous, upper-class Henry Higgins attempts to 

transform the gruff, Cockney Eliza Doolittle into a refined lady. As Eliza begins to change, 

Henry realizes that he has become rather attached to his ―pet project.‖ Shaw insisted that 

Henry Higgins and Eliza Doolittle do not end up as a couple. However, most directors 

suggest that Pygmalion ends with the two mismatched individuals ultimately smitten with 

one another.  

1.3.3– Summary 

Act I 

The story opens with a group of people seeking shelter from a heavy downpour of 

summer rain under the portico of St. Paul's Church, Covent Garden. This assorted group 

includes a lady, her daughter and son, a note taker (Higgins), a military gentleman 

(Colonel Pickering) and a flower girl (Eliza) among other pedestrians and the after theatre 

crowd. While they wait for the rain to stop Higgins takes note of the interesting Cockney 

accent of the flower girl who wheedles some money out of the Colonel. A bystander who 

sees Higgins take notes suspects him of being a police informant and warns the flower girl 

to give the Colonel some flowers in return. This alarms the flower girl who begins to loudly 

protest her innocence. The crowd is sympathetic enough to take the side of the flower girl. 

Higgins tries in vain to allay her fear. He claims that he is able to place any man within two 
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miles in London solely by virtue of his speech patterns. Higgins displays his phonetic 

prowess and correctly guesses the origins of several people.  

        When the rain stops the crowd disperses and Higgins is left alone with the 

Colonel and the flower girl. Higgins explains to the Colonel that he is a phonetician by 

profession and asserts that he can teach anybody any dialect, including how to speak 

correctly. The flower girl is still hysterical about the imagined harm to her respectability 

and Higgins loses his temper. He declares that he can transform her into a duchess and 

even get her a place as a shop assistant. It so happens that the Colonel and Higgins know 

each other by repute and strike up an acquaintance. As they leave together Higgins 

throws some money into the flower girl's basket. Delighted by this unexpected fortune the 

flower girl boldly summons a cab to take her home.  

Act II 

The second act opens the next day at Higgins' Wimpole Street laboratory. Higgins 

is engaged in a technical discussion about vowel sounds with Colonel Pickering when 

Mrs. Pearce (Higgins' housekeeper) announces that a common flower girl has come to 

see him. Excited by this stroke of good luck, Higgins eagerly asks Mrs. Pearce to show the 

girl up. He knows that this will enable him to demonstrate to Pickering how he can make 

records. However to his utter disappointment the girl turns out to be the same flower girl 

whom he had met last night. The girl introduces herself as Eliza Doolittle and says that 

she wants to be a lady in a flower shop, but cannot get a job unless she can "talk more 

genteel." She wants Higgins to teach her correct pronunciation. After indulging in some 

playful banter, Higgins seizes her as an excellent subject and vows that he will "make a 

duchess of this draggletailed guttersnipe." within six months and she is entrusted to his 

housekeeper.  
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        A little while later, Eliza's father, Alfred Doolittle, a dustman, arrives with the 

explicit intention of inquiring about his daughter. However in reality he does not care about 

Eliza and his sole concern is not to let her go for nothing. Higgins cunningly foils his plans 

and tells him that he may take Eliza away at once. Doolittle confesses that all he wants is 

five pounds in return for which Higgins gives a long discussion about middle class 

morality. Anxious to leave quickly with his booty, Doolittle fails to recognize his own 

daughter who is dressed in a clean kimono. There is an angry exchange of words between 

the father and daughter before Doolittle leaves. The act draws to a close with a typical 

lesson where Higgins teaches Eliza correct pronunciation.  

Act III 

 The third act opens at Higgins' mother's house on her at-home day. A few 

months have elapsed since the last act. Mrs. Higgins is dismayed when her son shows up 

unexpectedly, since his social clumsiness always offends all her friends. Higgins informs 

her about his latest phonetic project to pass off a common flower girl, Eliza, as a duchess 

in six months. He also tells her that he has invited Eliza to her at-home. Before Mrs. 

Higgins has any time to voice her objections they are interrupted by the arrival of two 

guests - Mrs. and Miss Eynsford Hill. Soon Freddy Hill and Colonel Pickering also arrive. 

Higgins who has had a lingering suspicion that he has seen Mrs. and Miss. Eynsford Hill 

somewhere before now recognizes them as the mother and daughter who were under the 

portico in Covent Garden. Soon Miss Doolittle is announced and Eliza enters exquisitely 

dressed. She however fails to restrict herself to the topics prescribed by Higgins (health 

and weather) and the conversation takes a dangerous turn.  

         A short time later, taking Higgins' hint, Eliza rises to leave. At the same time 

Freddy, smitten by her beauty, offers to take accompany her while she walks across the 

park. It is here that Eliza responds with the famously infamous words, "Walk! Not bloody 

likely!" which shocks everybody present. Soon the at-home breaks up and the Eynsford 
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Hills leave. Higgins and Colonel Pickering excitedly discuss Eliza with Mrs. Higgins. They 

agree with her that Eliza needs to undergo more training before she is presentable. Mrs. 

Higgins rebukes the men for their unconcern about Eliza's future. She accurately foresees 

that the advantages imparted by Higgins will transform Eliza into a lady, which would 

disqualify her from earning her own living without giver her a lady's income. However 

Pickering and Higgins do not consider this as any significant problem and Mrs. Higgins 

can only exclaim in frustration "Oh men! men!! men!!!"  

         Finally, Eliza's successful social appearance as a duchess is witnessed. This 

happens at an embassy in London one summer evening. A considerable period of time 

has elapsed since her appearance at Mrs. Higgins' at-home and in the interim, Eliza has 

lost her coarse way of speaking and plays her role to perfection. She impresses 

everybody present and the hostess is convinced that she is of royal blood. The act draws 

to a close with the Colonel congratulating Eliza for winning Higgins' bet for him ten times 

over.  

Act IV 

Act four constitutes the climax of the play. It opens at midnight at the Wimpole 

Street laboratory. Higgins, Pickering and Eliza have returned after her successful 

appearance as a duchess. Eliza sits silent and brooding on a bench while the men voice 

their relief and happiness now that the whole affair is over. Unmindful of Eliza's feelings, 

Higgins declares that he would have abandoned the silly project much earlier had he not 

wagered a bet. After Pickering leaves, Eliza becomes furious at Higgins for his insensitivity 

and lack of concern. She throws his slippers at him and demands to know why he had 

bothered to pick her out of the gutter if he wanted to throw her back again. She is worried 

about her future since now that she has been made a lady, she is fit for nothing else.  
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When Higgins suggests that she might marry somebody, Eliza sarcastically 

remarks that as a lady she isn't fit to sell anything but herself. Higgins loses his temper 

when Eliza returns all the jewels and even the ring, which Higgins had bought her in 

Brighton. She is hurt because she has fallen in love with Higgins while she is nothing more 

than an experiment for him. Higgins throws the ring violently into the fireplace and leaves. 

Eliza kneels to look for the ring and after finding it she flings it down on the dessert stand 

and furiously goes upstairs to change her dress and leave. She meets Freddy and 

reciprocates his kisses since she needs to be comforted. They take a taxi and Eliza 

resolves to call on Mrs. Higgins in the morning for some advice.  

Act V 

In the fifth and last act, a flustered Higgins arrives at his mother's house to tell her 

that Eliza has run away. He does not know that Eliza has fled to his mother for support. 

Shortly thereafter Alfred Doolittle, who has been sent from Wimpole Street, arrives. He 

accuses Higgins of having delivered him into the hands of middle class morality. He 

complains that he had been left a legacy of three thousand pounds a year by an American 

language fanatic, Ezra D. Wannafeller and holds Higgins responsible for suggesting his 

name as the most original moralist present in England.  

He dramatically mourns his loss of freedom. He is however unwilling to add to his 

burdens by taking the additional responsibility of providing for Eliza. Higgins points out that 

Doolittle had already received five pounds in return for Eliza and he has no claim over her. 

Soon Eliza enters and torments Higgins by telling the Colonel that it was his genteel 

manners and kindness that really made her a lady and not Higgins who merely taught her 

to speak correctly. Alfred Doolittle leaves to marry the woman he has lived with as Eliza's 

stepmother. Higgins is at last left alone with Eliza.  
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       There follows a remarkable encounter that depicts the fundamental 

incompatibility of their views. Higgins practically begs Eliza to return to Wimpole Street 

because he has become used to having her around, and is dependent on her for all sorts 

of little services. He would obviously miss her if she would go away. However Eliza goes 

on to accuse him of creating Duchess Eliza without thinking about the trouble that it could 

bring. To Higgins's surprise Eliza reveals that Freddy loves her and would make her 

happy. Higgins tells her that her choice is between the cold unfeeling world of Science and 

Art and the life of the gutter.  

Eliza revenges herself by stating that she will advertise in the papers that Higgins's 

Duchess is only a flower girl that he taught and that she will teach the same to anybody for 

a hundred guineas. Although hurt Higgins is at the same time happy that he has made "a 

true woman" out of Eliza since she is so outspoken and has broken away from her 

subjugated position. He says that now they can live together like three old bachelors 

instead of only two men and a silly girl. The play concludes on an ambiguous note with 

Eliza leaving along with Mrs. Higgins to attend her father's wedding ceremony.  

        The audience or readers are left guessing whether she might indeed marry 

Higgins. However, Shaw does provide a resolution to the action in his anti-romantic 

epilogue where he states that Eliza weds Freddy and settles down with him.  

1.3.4– Glossary 

1. Phonetics - Sounds 

2. Bet - Wager 

3. Transformation - Change 

4. Duchess - Noblewoman 

5. Cockney - Dialect 

6. Independence - Autonomy 

7. Morality - Ethics 
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8. Gentleman - Nobleman 

9. Condescending - Patronizing 

10. Social - Communal 

1.3.5– Self-Assessment Questions 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1.  Who is the protagonist of the play "Pygmalion"? 

       A. Mrs. Higgins    B. Colonel Pickering   C. Henry Higgins     D. Eliza Doolittle 

2. What is Henry Higgins' area of expertise in the play? 

       A. Medicine    B. Law    C. Phonetics   D. Engineering 

3. What is the primary setting for the opening scene of "Pygmalion"? 

       A. A university    B. Covent Garden    C. A ballroom    D. A theater 

4. What bet do Henry Higgins and Colonel Pickering make at the beginning of the 

play? 

         A. Who can win Eliza's affection first   

         B. Who can teach Eliza proper etiquette 

         C. Whether Higgins can transform Eliza into a duchess 

         D. Whether Eliza can learn French in a month 

5. Who funds Eliza's transformation in the play? 

        A. Mrs. Higgins   B. Alfred Doolittle    C. Freddy Eynsford-Hill    D. Colonel Pickering 

6.  What social class does Eliza initially belong to at the beginning of the play? 

       A. Upper class     B. Middle class    C. Working class    D. Nobility 

7.  Who does Eliza ultimately decide to marry by the end of the play? 

       A. Henry Higgins    B. Colonel Pickering  C. Alfred Doolittle   D. Freddy Eynsford-Hill 

8.  What does Henry Higgins teach Eliza as part of her transformation? 

        A. Painting    B. Singing    C. Dancing      D. Speech and etiquette 
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9. Who is Mrs. Higgins in relation to Henry Higgins? 

            A. His wife   B. His sister    C. His mother      D. His aunt 

10. What is the central theme of "Pygmalion" as explored by George Bernard Shaw? 

           A. The power of love           B. Social class and mobility    

           C. Revenge and betrayal    D. The supernatural 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Write a note on Pygmalion? 

            Pygmalion is the main character of a famous Greek myth. He is a sculptor who 

disdaining real women, falls in love with a statue of a women that he has sculpted. He 

asks Venus to give life to his statue. She grants his wish, and the statue becomes the 

woman, Galatea. The two fall instantly in love in the romantic conclusion of the myth. The 

title Pygmalion is only mentioned once in Shaw‘s play, at the very end. Shaw says that 

Eliza never loved Higgins that his Galatea never loved her creator Pygmalion. 

2. Why Eliza wants to study? 

       Eliza wants to be a lady in a fashionable flower shop and they would not take her 

unless she learns to talk good English.  Higgins asks her how much she would pay him. 

Teaching French of eighteen pence for a lesson, but she is ready to pay more than a 

shilling for a lesson. 

3. Write a note on Nepommuck 

Nepommuck was an old student of Higgins. He met him in the ambassador‘s party. 

He knew thirty two languages and was greatly in demand at international parties as an 

interpreter. At the Embassy party, the hostess asked him to talk to Eliza and to find out 

who she was. So, Nepommuck talked to Eliza and came to the conclusion that she was a 

foreign princess. Nepommuck proclaims that she is a Hungarian of royal blood. This helps 

Higgins to win his bet. 
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4. What does professor bet? 

 Professor Higgins, bets the other, Colonel Pickering, that he can, with his 

knowledge of phonetics, convince high London society that, in a matter of months, he will 

be able to transform the cockney speaking Convent Garden flower girl, Eliza Doolittle, into 

a woman as poised and well-spoken as a duchess. 

5. Who is Clara? What is the part played by her in the play? 

           Clara is Mrs. Eynsford hills obnoxious' (very unpleasant or rude) daughter, who 

though failing to inherit the wealth of the privileged has inherited all its snobbery. She 

discovers that she can gain the respect and friendship of other by being honest with them 

rather than putting on airs after reading some H.G.Wells. Her discovering is a sort of 

accident, as her mother and the rest of her acquaintances never bother to point out her 

shallow insincerity. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1. Discuss the role of women in the plays of Shaw.  

Women play an important part in the plays of Shaw. In fact, he gives more 

importance to women than to men in his plays. Most of his plays are dominated by 

heroines. He does not present any timid heroines or strong heroes. 

Joan of Are is a dominating personality who inspires and gives courage and 

strength to all the men around her. Major Barbara is an important pillar of the Salvation 

Army. She embodies the best ideals of this organization and she inspires everyone around 

her. The play ends with her disillusionment regarding the. role of Big Money in the running 

of religious and charitable organizations. Mrs Warren's.Profession is only concerned with 

the activities and ideas of Kitty Warren and her daughter Vivie Warren. Candida 

completely dominates her world. She acts as the mother, sister and wife of Rev. Morell 

rolled into one. His success as a socialist preacher is entirely due to her. She knows that 

without her Mr Morell would be nowhere. That is why she decides not to go with her 
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romantic lover but stays .with her husband who is the weaker of the two. Jennifer 

dominates the action in The Doctor's Dilemma. She marries Louis Dubedat so that she 

can serve him and bring his genius to perfection. She approaches Dr. Ridgeon only for his 

cure. The action of the play turns only when Ridgeon falls in Jove with her. He virtually 

kills her husband so that. he can marry her. But she takes a bold decision and disappoints 

Ridgeon, Man and Superman is the story of the pursuit and conquest of Tanner by Ann 

Whitefield. Pygmalion is the story of Eliza Doolittle. In the first part of this playa flower girl 

is transformed into a duchess; and in the second part the duchess is transformed into a 

powerful woman whose strong will dominates her weak teacher, Higgins. This is true of his 

other plays also.  

Thus it is clear that in all his plays Shaw gives the dominant role to his female 

characters. But Shaw's concept of woman is not like that of the romantic dramatists. He 

does not set up woman on a pedestal as a goddess of romance who is to be worshipped 

by her sentimental lovers. He is a realist. His superman soldier Bluntschli agrees to marry 

Raina not because he is madly in love with her but on very practical and reasonable 

grounds. Shaw's Cleopatra does not have the romantic glamour of Shakespeare's 

Cleopatra. Caesar is attracted towards her but he is not prepared to give a kingdom for 

her. The life of his humblest soldier is more important to him than the Queen of Egypt. 

Napoleon loves his wife but not in the style of Romeo. When he discovers the infidelity of 

his Juliet he does not go mad with jealousy. He is singularly free from passion.  

Shaw was the biggest enemy of sentimentality. That is why his female creations are 

all intellectual and unsentimental. Raina, in the beginning of Arms and the Man is a typical 

heroine of romance. Her heart is filled with 'higher love' for the victorious hero of a famous 

battle. But soon the realistic talk of Bluntschli and the unchivalrous conduct of Sergius 

opens her eyes and she realizes that her higher love was nothing but false sentimentality, 
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and at the end she becomes as realistic; and antisentimental as the rest of Shaw's 

heroines.  

Shaw looks at women not from the eyes of a romantic lover for whom 'every lass is 

a queen', but from those -of an. economist and a biologist.  

As an economist and socialist he found that women were treated, very badly in 

society. They are paid very poorly in industry and this poverty leads many women to 

become prostitutes. Shaw likes sex because the Life Force which wants to create the 

superman works through the instinct of sex. Woman is the agent of the Life Force for the 

betterment of the race. She is attracted towards man for procreation. Procreation is largely 

an unconscious process but the Life Force is helped in its work if men and women are 

equal and they come together purely due to the instinct of sex. The modern marriage, on 

the other hand, is contracted on considerations of social position, property and money. 

The average husband treats his wife as no better than a drudge and prostitute. Marriage in 

many cases may lead to happiness. But hap- piness is not the aim of nature. It is 

betterment. Man must evolve into the superman. Woman as the custodian of the vitality of 

the race and the agent of the Life Force must search for the man to whom she is 

instinctively attracted and then keep him with her for the care of the progeny. Shaw, 

therefore, gives woman the role of the hunter and man that of the hunted.  

But critics have said that this is not true to life. Girls generally are very shy and 

modest and would never pursue men in the way Ann Whitefield does. As G. K. Chesterton 

has said, "The trap may catch the mouse but it is a little difficult to imagine the trap running 

after the mouse."  

Shaw's women may be the embodiments of the intellect and of reason, and they 

may be the agents of the Life Force, but they are certainly not pleasant and attractive. 

They are like sexless dolls. As Frank Harris has said, Ann's pursuit of Tanner has as much 

sex appeal as a Railway Time Table."  
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But Shaw does not want women to have charm and glamour for romantic youths to 

worship them. He wants that they should be guided by instinct and reason and should 

create a better race of men and women.  

2. Describe the Wit and Humour in Pygmalion  

Pygmalion has proved to be a very popular play although it is written on a dry 

subject like Phonetics, The reason is that the dialogue is full of wit and humour, and keeps 

us amused throughout the performance or the reading of the play. 

Shaw was a master of paradox and he made full use of it in this play. He makes a 

deliberate inversion in the very theme of the play. In the myth on which he bases this play 

Pygmalion made a beautiful statue, fell in love with it, got it turned into a living woman and 

married her. Shaw retained the title but turned the Pygmalion-Galatea story upside down. 

His Pygmalion (Higgins) finds his Galatea (Eliza) as a statue trains her and makes her a 

living woman. But when the miracle has happened it is found that he does not love her at 

all. He leaves her free to go where she likes and marry anyone she pleases.  

By an intentional irony Shaw called this playa romance. It is indeed .a romance in 

the sense that a wonderful change is brought about in Eliza within a period of six months. 

But when a reader starts reading a 'romance' on the Pygmalion-Galatea theme, he 

naturally expects that Higgins would marry Eliza. But no such romance takes place in the 

play.  

It is also ironical that Higgins should recommend an immoral black- guard like 

Doolittle as "the most original moralist living in England today".  

Higgins is responsible for a lot of unconscious humour in the play. His brilliant 

statements, his emotional outbursts and his lapses from taste, all keep us amused. At the 

portico of St. Paul's Church at the beginning of the play he amuses he people by telling 

them from their way of speaking where they come from. The people are as much taken 



CDOE - ODL II B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER III UNIT – 1-5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
99 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

aback as when some astrologer tells them of their past life. We are amused when he 

describes Eliza as "deliciously low-so horribly dirty".  

He asks Mrs. Pearce if there was a good fire in the kitchen. She naturally thinks 

that he wants something to' be cooked. But he only says, "Take; off\all Eliza's clothes and 

burn them." He tells Mrs. Pearce to "clean, her with Monkey Brand and wrap her in brown 

paper till new clothes come."  

When Mrs. Pearce asks him not to swear before Eliza, he says, "I swear! I never 

swear. I detest the habit. What the devil do you mean?" She reminds him that he applied 

the word 'bloody' that very morning to his boots, to the butter and to the brown bread. 

Higgins says, "Oh that! Mere alliteration, Mrs. Pearce, natural to a poet." When Mrs. 

Pearce asks him not to wipe his hands on his dressing gown in future, he replies "I will 

wipe them in my hair in future."  

When Eliza asks him, "Who will marry me?" he tells her, "The streets will be strewn 

with men shooting themselves for your sake before ' I have done with you." When he is 

teaching Eliza and she commits a mistake, we are 'told that he "roars at her like a 

wounded lion."  

Colonel Pickering is a good man, but he is somewhat stupid. However, some of the 

things he says unconsciously make us laugh. Mrs. Higgins asks him, "Colonel Pickering, 

do you not realize that when Eliza walked into Wimpole Street something walked in with 

her?" She means that a problem came with her. But Pickering immediately replies, "Her 

father did. But Henry soon got rid of him."  

When Doolittle tells them that he has been given three thousand a year on the 

condition that he should lecture to the Moral Reform League as often as they ask him upto 

six times a year, Colonel Pickering tells him, ―A safe thing for you, Doolittle. They would 

not ask you twice."  
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Higgins's mother is a very witty lady. When Higgins asks Mrs. Hill,  "What the devil do you 

imagine I know of philosophy?" his mother quietly asks him, "or of manners, Henry?" 

Shaw is very fond of indulging in anti-English jokes. The English generally do not take a 

bath. Eliza tells Mrs. Pearce, "You expect me to get into that and wet myself all over. Not 

me. I should catch my death. I knew a woman did it every Saturday night; and she died of 

it."  

There are situations when the misery of some people is a source of laughter to us. 

Thus we are amused to see the misery of Eliza when she is being cleaned by Mrs. Peace. 

Her screams are heart-rending.  

But the most amusing misery is that of her father. Higgins had written to an 

American millionaire that Alfred Doolittle was the most original moralist in England. This 

person left three thousand pounds a year for him. He was thus made rich all of a sudden. 

Did it make him happy? Certainly not. When Mrs. Higgins asks him what her son had done 

to him, he says, "Done to me? ruined, destroyed my happiness. Tied me up and delivered 

me into the hands, of middle class morality." He is sorry that he has been made a 

gentleman. Everybody is now out to extort money from him. And yet he cannot refuse the 

bequest because in that case he will have to go to the workhouse in his old age. He is 

intimidated. "Happier men than me will call for my dust, and touch me for their tip; and I 

will look on helpless, and envy them," Middle class morality is forcing him to marry his 

sixth mistress. He is very nervous about it and requests Mrs. Higgins and Colonel 

Pickering to go to the church to lend him' moral support.  

We cannot help laughing at the misery of this undeservingly poor man suddenly 

turned into an undeservingly rich man. Thus, paradox, irony, wit and humour make this 

play an extremely interesting one. 
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3. Critical Analysis of George Bernard Shaw's "Pygmalion" 

George Bernard Shaw‘s play "Pygmalion," first performed in 1913, is a satirical 

exploration of social class, identity, and the power of language. Through the story of Eliza 

Doolittle, a Cockney flower girl transformed into a refined lady, Shaw critiques Victorian 

notions of social hierarchy and challenges the idea that one's worth is determined by birth. 

Examination of Social Class 

"Pygmalion" is fundamentally a critique of the British class system. Shaw uses the 

character of Eliza Doolittle to highlight the arbitrary nature of social distinctions based on 

accent, speech patterns, and outward appearances. By transforming Eliza from a lower-

class flower girl into a woman who can pass as a duchess, Shaw exposes the 

superficiality of class markers and questions whether true social mobility is achievable or 

merely illusory. 

Transformation and Identity 

The theme of transformation is central to "Pygmalion." Shaw explores how changes 

in language and behavior can alter not only one's social standing but also one's sense of 

self. Eliza's journey from a marginalized member of society to a woman capable of 

navigating high society raises questions about the authenticity of identity. Does Eliza's 

newfound eloquence represent a genuine transformation, or is it merely a performance? 

Critique of Gender Roles 

Shaw also critiques traditional gender roles through the characters of Eliza Doolittle 

and Henry Higgins. While Higgins is celebrated for his intellect and expertise in phonetics, 

Eliza challenges his condescending attitude and asserts her independence. Her decision 

to leave Higgins and pursue a life with Freddy Eynsford-Hill suggests a rejection of 

patriarchal norms and a desire for self-determination. 
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Power Dynamics and Ethics 

The relationship between Eliza and Higgins raises ethical questions about power 

dynamics and responsibility. Higgins treats Eliza as a subject for experimentation, 

disregarding her feelings and autonomy. His disregard for the consequences of his actions 

underscores Shaw's critique of elitism and intellectual arrogance. While Higgins 

possesses linguistic expertise, he lacks empathy and fails to recognize Eliza's humanity 

beyond her speech. 

Language as a Tool of Social Control 

Shaw emphasizes the transformative power of language throughout "Pygmalion." 

Higgins' ability to manipulate Eliza's speech highlights how language can be used as a 

tool of social control. By teaching Eliza to speak "properly," Higgins asserts his dominance 

and reinforces societal norms. However, Shaw also suggests that language can be 

subverted or reclaimed, as Eliza ultimately asserts her agency and challenges Higgins' 

authority. 

Satire and Humor 

"Pygmalion" is infused with Shaw's characteristic wit and satire. The play's comedic 

elements serve to critique societal absurdities and highlight hypocrisy. Shaw uses humor 

to expose the contradictions inherent in class distinctions and to provoke audiences into 

questioning established norms and values. 

Cultural and Historical Context 

Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century London, "Pygmalion" reflects the 

social and political upheavals of its time. Shaw's socialist beliefs and advocacy for equality 

are evident in the play's themes of social justice and meritocracy. "Pygmalion" challenges 

prevailing attitudes towards class, gender, and identity, making it a provocative work that 

continues to resonate with contemporary audiences. 
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Conclusion 

"Pygmalion" remains a timeless critique of social inequality, identity, and the power 

dynamics that shape human relationships. Shaw's exploration of language, class, and 

gender challenges audiences to reconsider their assumptions about social mobility and 

personal transformation. By presenting characters who defy societal expectations and 

assert their agency, Shaw invites us to reflect on the complexities of human identity and 

the enduring relevance of his satirical masterpiece. 

 

SECTION 3.2 LOOK BACK IN ANGER - JOHN OSBORNE 

 

3.2.1– About the Text 

"Look Back in Anger" by John Osborne, first performed in 1956, is a seminal play 

that marked a significant departure from the conventional British drama of its time. Set in 

post-war England, the play is known for its raw emotion, provocative themes, and realistic 

portrayal of working-class life. 

This work is often credited with revolutionizing British theatre, heralding the "angry 

young men" movement of the late 1950s and early 1960s. It offers a searing critique of 

post-war British society, exploring themes of class, dissatisfaction, and the quest for 

purpose. 

3.2.2– About the Writer 

John Osborne, the writer of "Look Back in Anger," was a significant figure in British 

theatre and one of the leading lights of the "Angry Young Men" movement. Born on 

December 12, 1929, in Fulham, London, Osborne's work has left a lasting impact on 

modern drama with its raw and unflinching exploration of contemporary issues. 
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Osborne entered the world of theatre somewhat by chance. He began his career as 

a trainee journalist but soon found work as a stage manager and actor in provincial 

repertory theatres. His first play, "The Devil Inside Him" (1950), was co-written with Stella 

Linden and performed in Huddersfield. However, it wasn't until the mid-1950s that 

Osborne's writing gained significant attention. 

"Look Back in Anger," written in 1956, catapulted Osborne to fame. The play was 

first staged by the English Stage Company at the Royal Court Theatre in London in 1956. 

Despite initial mixed reviews, it quickly became a sensation, resonating with a generation 

of young people who felt disillusioned by the post-war status quo. 

The play's protagonist, Jimmy Porter, epitomized the "angry young man"  a figure of 

frustrated youth railing against social and political injustices. Osborne's vivid, colloquial 

dialogue and his ability to capture the zeitgeist made "Look Back in Anger" a 

groundbreaking work, earning him both acclaim and controversy. 

3.2.3– Summary 

The play centers on Jimmy Porter, a disaffected young man who lives in a 

cramped, one-room flat with his wife Alison and their friend Cliff Lewis. The action unfolds 

over a few weeks and is primarily set in their living quarters. Jimmy, a university graduate 

who runs a sweet stall, is characterized by his intellectual energy and his seething anger 

at the world, which he frequently directs at Alison and Cliff. 

Jimmy's relationship with Alison is tumultuous. He constantly berates her for her 

background and perceived lack of passion, which contrasts with his own intense emotions. 

Alison, who comes from an upper-middle-class background, often finds herself at the 

receiving end of Jimmy's tirades but remains largely passive. 

The arrival of Helena Charles, an actress and Alison's friend, brings further tension. 

Helena witnesses Jimmy's abusive behaviour and persuades Alison to leave him, leading 

to a dramatic confrontation. Eventually, Alison, who is pregnant, decides to leave Jimmy, 
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which devastates him. Helena then becomes Jimmy's lover, but this relationship is also 

fraught with conflict. 

In the final act, Alison returns, having lost the baby. Jimmy and Alison reconcile in a 

poignant and bitterly emotional scene, finding a fragile peace in their shared pain. 

3.2.4– Glossary 

1. Resentment - Bitterness 

2. Rage - Anger 

3. Apathy - Indifference 

4. Disillusion - Disenchant 

5. Contempt - Disdain 

6. Estrangement - Alienation 

7. Rebellion - Defiance 

8. Frustration - Exasperation 

9. Despair - Hopelessness 

10. Passion - Ardor 

3.2.5– Self-Assessment Questions 

1. Who is the protagonist of "Look Back in Anger"? 

      a) Cliff Lewis    b) Helena Charles    c) Jimmy Porter     d) Alison Porter 

2. What is Jimmy Porter's profession? 

      a) Journalist   b) Sweet stall owner    c) Lawyer     d) Teacher 

3.  Which character persuades Alison to leave Jimmy? 

     a) Cliff Lewis   b) Helena Charles   c) Mrs. Tanner   d) Colonel Redfern 

4. Where is the primary setting of the play? 

     a) A theater   b) A university    c) A one-room flat    d) A café 
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5. What instrument does Jimmy play in the play? 

         a) Guitar   b) Trumpet   c) Piano    d) Saxophone 

6. What significant event happens to Alison that affects her relationship with 

Jimmy? 

         a) She gets a new job     b) She becomes pregnant 

         c) She inherits money     d) She moves to another city 

7. Which character provides a sense of stability and mediates between Jimmy and 

Alison? 

         a) Helena Charles   b) Cliff Lewis    c) Colonel Redfern   d) Mrs. Tanner 

8. What happens to Alison and Jimmy's baby? 

         a) The baby is born healthy                    b) The baby dies 

         c) The baby is given up for adoption     d) Alison has a miscarriage 

9. Which theme is most prominently explored in "Look Back in Anger"? 

          a) War         b) Class conflict      c) Technology    d) Adventure 

10. How does the play end? 

         a) Jimmy and Alison permanently separate 

b) Jimmy leaves with Helena 

c) Alison returns and reconciles with Jimmy 

d) Cliff moves out, leaving Jimmy and Alison alone 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Discuss the significance of the title "Look Back in Anger."  

The title "Look Back in Anger" reflects the central theme of the play, which is the 

intense frustration and resentment felt by the protagonist, Jimmy Porter. It suggests a 

retrospective view filled with bitterness and dissatisfaction towards the social and personal 

circumstances that have shaped his life. The title encapsulates Jimmy's ongoing battle 
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with his discontent and his struggle to find meaning and justice in a world that he 

perceives as indifferent and unjust. 

2.How does John Osborne portray the theme of class conflict in "Look Back in 

Anger"?  

John Osborne portrays the theme of class conflict through the character of Jimmy 

Porter and his interactions with those around him, particularly his wife Alison, who comes 

from an upper-middle-class background. Jimmy's anger is partly fueled by his sense of 

being marginalized and oppressed by a class-based society. He resents Alison's 

background and the privileges he feels she takes for granted. The play highlights the post-

war British society's class tensions, showcasing Jimmy's struggle against a system that he 

believes undermines his potential and individuality. 

3. Analyse the character of Alison Porter and her role in the play. 

Answer: Alison Porter is a complex character who embodies the passive 

resistance to Jimmy's aggressive dissatisfaction. She comes from an upper-middle-class 

background, which makes her the target of Jimmy's class-based resentment. Throughout 

the play, Alison endures Jimmy's verbal abuse with a stoic demeanor, reflecting her 

internal conflict and emotional turmoil. Her decision to leave Jimmy, influenced by Helena, 

and her subsequent return after losing their baby, highlights her vulnerability and her 

deep, albeit troubled, connection to Jimmy. Alison's character serves to underscore the 

emotional and psychological dimensions of the play's exploration of personal and social 

conflicts. 

4. What role does Cliff Lewis play in the dynamics of the Porter household?  

Cliff Lewis acts as a stabilizing force and a mediator within the volatile environment 

of the Porter household. As Jimmy's friend and business partner, he provides emotional 

support to both Jimmy and Alison. Cliff's easygoing and affectionate nature contrasts 

sharply with Jimmy's intense and often cruel demeanor. His physical presence and warm 



CDOE - ODL II B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER III UNIT – 1-5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
108 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

interactions, particularly with Alison, offer a sense of comfort and normalcy. Cliff's 

character highlights the themes of friendship and loyalty, and his departure towards the 

end of the play signifies the crumbling of the fragile balance that he helped maintain in the 

household. 

5. Explain the significance of the bear and squirrel game in "Look Back in Anger."  

The bear and squirrel game in "Look Back in Anger" is a symbolic retreat for Jimmy 

and Alison, representing a fantasy world where they can escape the harsh realities of their 

lives. In this game, they adopt the personas of a bear and a squirrel, which allows them to 

express their love and tenderness in a way that their real-world interactions do not permit. 

This private game underscores the complexity of their relationship, revealing a softer, 

more affectionate side to Jimmy that contrasts with his usual bitterness and aggression. It 

also highlights Alison's need for a simpler, more nurturing connection. The game 

symbolizes their longing for a safe and loving relationship, free from the societal pressures 

and personal disappointments that dominate their lives. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1. Analysis of "Look Back in Anger" by John Osborne 

John Osborne's play "Look Back in Anger," first performed in 1956, is a seminal 

work of British drama that revolutionized the theater landscape of its time. The play is 

known for its raw emotion, social critique, and the portrayal of a generation disillusioned by 

post-war Britain. Let's delve into a critical analysis of Osborne's groundbreaking work. 

Context and Setting 

"Look Back in Anger" is set in a cramped attic apartment in post-war England, 

reflecting the austerity and social change of the era. The protagonist, Jimmy Porter, is a 

disillusioned young man who runs a sweet stall and spends his time railing against the 

social and political injustices he perceives around him. The play unfolds against the 
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backdrop of a changing Britain, where traditional class structures are being challenged 

and social norms are in flux. 

Themes  

1. Class Conflict and Social Injustice 

 Osborne critiques the rigid class distinctions of post-war Britain through Jimmy 

Porter's character. Jimmy is angry and resentful towards the upper classes and the 

establishment, feeling trapped by his working-class background. His frustration is directed 

not only at societal structures but also at his own lack of opportunities for social mobility. 

2. Disillusionment and Alienation 

 The play captures the existential angst and alienation felt by the younger 

generation in the aftermath of World War II. Jimmy's anger is a manifestation of his 

disillusionment with society, his relationships, and his own sense of purpose. His 

confrontations with his wife Alison and his friend Cliff reveal deep-seated insecurities and 

a longing for authenticity in a world he perceives as shallow and hypocritical. 

3. Relationships and Intimacy 

 The dynamics between Jimmy, Alison, and Cliff form the emotional core of the 

play. Jimmy's volatile relationship with Alison is marked by love, resentment, and mutual 

dependency. Their marriage becomes a battleground where personal frustrations and 

societal tensions collide. Cliff, Jimmy's friend and confidant, serves as a mediator and a 

contrast to Jimmy's intensity, highlighting different responses to similar circumstances. 

4. Identity and Self-Destruction 

 Jimmy's identity crisis and self-destructive tendencies reflect larger themes of 

masculinity and personal agency. His anger is both a shield against vulnerability and a 

destructive force that alienates him from those closest to him. Osborne explores how 

societal expectations and personal disappointments shape one's sense of self and 

contribute to emotional turmoil. 
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2. Critically analyse the character in the play. 

Character Analysis 

1. Jimmy Porter 

Jimmy is the quintessential "angry young man" of British drama. He is intelligent, 

articulate, and bitterly critical of the society around him. His anger is fueled by a sense of 

injustice and a desire for authenticity in a world he sees as stifling and hypocritical. 

Despite his flaws and explosive temper, Jimmy is also vulnerable and deeply wounded, 

longing for connection and meaning in his life. 

2. Alison Porter 

 Alison is Jimmy's wife, a symbol of the middle-class upbringing Jimmy resents. 

She is sensitive, introspective, and torn between her love for Jimmy and her desire for 

stability and emotional security. Alison's journey in the play involves grappling with her 

own identity and finding the courage to confront her husband and her own feelings of 

inadequacy. 

3. Cliff Lewis 

 Cliff is Jimmy's friend and foil, representing a more pragmatic and grounded 

perspective. He serves as a buffer between Jimmy and Alison, often trying to diffuse 

tensions and offer rational advice. Cliff's loyalty to Jimmy and his friendship with Alison 

complicate the dynamics of their relationships, highlighting the complexities of human 

emotions and loyalties. 

Theatrical Innovation and Impact 

"Look Back in Anger" is celebrated for its innovative use of language, realism, and 

emotional intensity. Osborne's dialogue is sharp, poetic, and filled with cultural references 

and political commentary. The play's portrayal of working-class life and its exploration of 
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themes such as alienation and disillusionment resonated deeply with audiences, sparking 

a cultural and theatrical revolution. 

Conclusion 

"Look Back in Anger" remains a powerful and influential work that continues to 

provoke thought and discussion. Through its vivid characters, intense emotions, and 

searing critique of society, John Osborne's play captures the spirit of a generation 

grappling with profound social and personal upheaval. Its legacy as a cornerstone of 

British drama underscores its enduring relevance and impact on the theatrical landscape. 

3. Explain the themes in the play Look back in Anger. 

Themes 

Class Conflict 

The play explores the deep divisions between the working class and the upper 

class in post-war Britain. Jimmy's anger partly stems from his sense of being marginalized 

by a society that values birthright and social connections over merit and intelligence. 

Alienation and Discontent 

 Jimmy's character embodies the existential angst and dissatisfaction of the 

younger generation in the 1950s. His relentless rage is both a personal and a generational 

cry against the complacency and conformity of the time. 

Gender Relations 

 The dynamics between Jimmy, Alison, and Helena highlight issues of gender and 

power. Jimmy's treatment of the women in his life reflects the patriarchal attitudes of the 

period and the struggles women faced within their personal relationships. 

Love and Hatred 

 The play delves into the complexities of human emotions, particularly how love and 

hatred can coexist. Jimmy and Alison's relationship is a prime example of this duality, 

marked by both deep affection and intense hostility. 
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4. Critically analyse the play Look back in Anger. 

Introduction 

"Look Back in Anger," written by John Osborne and first performed in 1956, is 

widely recognized as a transformative piece in British theatre history. The play marks the 

rise of the "Angry Young Men" movement, a post-World War II phenomenon characterized 

by its disillusionment with the socio-political establishment and its portrayal of 

contemporary societal issues. Through its vivid characterization and raw, unflinching 

dialogue, "Look Back in Anger" explores themes of class conflict, existential 

disillusionment, and the complexities of personal relationships. This critical analysis 

examines these themes, the characters, and the play's enduring impact on theatre and 

society. 

Class Conflict 

Class conflict is at the heart of "Look Back in Anger," with the character of Jimmy 

Porter serving as the mouthpiece for working-class grievances. Despite his education, 

Jimmy finds himself running a sweet stall, a job far beneath his intellectual capabilities, 

symbolizing his frustration with a society that fails to reward talent and hard work. His 

anger is often directed at his wife, Alison, who comes from an upper-middle-class 

background. Jimmy's relentless attacks on Alison's family and their privileged status 

highlight his resentment towards the class system that he believes has marginalized him. 

The play vividly portrays the post-war class tensions in Britain, illustrating the deep 

societal rifts and the sense of disenfranchisement felt by many in the working class. 

Existential Disillusionment 

Beyond class issues, "Look Back in Anger" delves into broader existential themes. 

Jimmy Porter embodies the existential angst of the 1950s, grappling with a profound 

sense of disillusionment and purposelessness. His tirades often reflect a deep-seated 

frustration with life's apparent meaninglessness and the complacency he perceives in 
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those around him. This existential discontent is not only personal but also generational, 

representing the frustrations of a society struggling to find its footing in the aftermath of 

war and the loss of imperial power. Osborne's play captures the essence of a young 

generation questioning traditional values and seeking deeper significance in their lives. 

Complexities of Human Relationships 

The play's exploration of human relationships is intense and multifaceted. The 

volatile marriage between Jimmy and Alison serves as the central axis around which the 

drama unfolds. Their relationship is marked by a combination of deep affection and 

profound animosity, highlighting the complexities of love and hatred. Jimmy's abusive 

behavior towards Alison, juxtaposed with moments of tenderness, paints a complicated 

picture of emotional dependency and psychological manipulation. The arrival of Helena 

Charles, Alison's friend, adds another layer of complexity, as she temporarily displaces 

Alison in Jimmy's affections, only to realize the futility of her relationship with him. Cliff 

Lewis, their mutual friend, provides a counterbalance to Jimmy's aggression, offering a 

sense of stability and empathy. Through these characters, Osborne examines the fragile 

and often contradictory nature of human connections. 

Conclusion 

"Look Back in Anger" remains a powerful and influential work, notable for its raw 

portrayal of personal and societal discontent. John Osborne's incisive examination of class 

conflict, existential angst, and the intricate dynamics of human relationships continues to 

resonate with audiences and scholars alike. The play's impact on British theatre is 

undeniable, paving the way for a new wave of playwrights to tackle contemporary issues 

with honesty and vigor. In its exploration of anger and disenchantment, "Look Back in 

Anger" provides a timeless commentary on the struggles of individuals seeking identity 

and purpose in an indifferent world. 

[UNIT III COMPLETED] 
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Fiction-I 

SECTION 4.1 Pride & Prejudice - Jane Austen 

 

4.1.1– About the Text 

Pride and Prejudice is an 1813 romantic novel by Jane Austen. It charts the 

emotional development of protagonist Elizabeth Bennet, who learns the error of making 

hasty judgments and comes to appreciate the difference between the superficial and the 

essential. The comedy of the writing lies in the depiction of manners, education, marriage, 

and money during the British Regency period.Mr. Bennet of the Longbourn estate has five 

daughters, but his property is entailed, meaning that none of the girls can inherit it. His 

wife has no fortune, so it is imperative that at least one of the girls marry well in order to 

support the others upon his death.  

Jane Austen's opening line, "It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single 

man in possession of a good fortune, must be in want of a wife", is a sentence filled with 

irony and playfulness. The novel revolves around the importance of marrying for love, not 

simply for money, despite the social pressures to make a good (i.e., wealthy) match. 

Pride and Prejudice has long fascinated readers, consistently appearing near the 

top of lists of "most-loved books" among both literary scholars and the general public. It 

has become one of the most popular novels in English literature, with over 20 million 

copies sold, and paved the way for many archetypes that abound in modern 

literature.[better source needed] For more than a century, amateur and professional 

dramatic adaptations, print continuations and sequels, and film and TV versions of Pride 

and Prejudice have reimagined the original novel's memorable characters and themes to 

reach mass audiences. 
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The 2005 film, Pride & Prejudice, starring Keira Knightley and Matthew Macfadyen 

is the most recent Hollywood adaptation of the book. 

4.1.2– About the Writer 

Jane Austen (16 December 1775 – 18 July 1817) was an English novelist known 

primarily for her six major novels, which interpret, critique and comment upon the British 

landed gentry at the end of the 18th century. Austen's plots often explore the dependence 

of women on marriage in the pursuit of favorable social standing and economic security. 

Her works critique the novels of sensibility of the second half of the 18th century and are 

part of the transition to 19th-century literary realism. Her use of biting irony, along with her 

realism, humor, and social commentary, have long earned her acclaim among critics, 

scholars, and popular audiences alike. 

MAJOR WORKS: 

 Sense and Sensibility (1811),  

 Pride and Prejudice (1813),  

 Mansfield Park (1814) and Emma (1816),  

 Northanger Abbey and Persuasion, both published posthumously in 1818. 

 

4.1.3– Summary 

The novel opens with Mrs. Bennet trying to persuade Mr. Bennet to visit Mr. 

Bingley, a rich and eligible bachelor who has arrived in the neighbourhood. After some 

verbal sparring with Mr. Bennet baiting his wife, it transpires that this visit has already 

taken place at Netherfield, Mr. Bingley's rented house. The visit is followed by an invitation 

to a ball at the local assembly rooms that the whole neighbourhood will attend. At the ball, 

Mr. Bingley is open and cheerful, popular with all the guests, and appears to be very 

attracted to the beautiful Miss Jane Bennet. His friend, Mr. Darcy, is reputed to be twice as 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mr._Darcy
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wealthy; however, he is haughty and aloof. He declines to dance with Elizabeth, 

suggesting that she is not pretty enough to tempt him She finds this amusing and jokes 

about the statement with her friends. Mr. Bingley's sister, Caroline, later invites Jane to 

visit.  

When Jane visits Miss Bingley, she is caught in a rain shower on the way and 

comes down with a serious cold. Elizabeth visits the ill Jane at Netherfield. There Darcy 

begins to be attracted to Elizabeth, while Miss Bingley becomes jealous, since she has 

designs on Darcy herself. Mr. Collins, a cousin of Mr. Bennet and heir to the Longbourn 

estate, visits the Bennet family. He is a pompous and obsequious clergyman, who expects 

each of the Bennet girls to wish to marry him due to his inheritance. He quickly decides to 

propose to Elizabeth when he is led to believe Jane is taken, but is refused.  

Elizabeth and her family meet the dashing and charming George Wickham, who 

singles out Elizabeth and tells her a story of the hardship that Mr. Darcy has caused him 

by depriving him of a living (position as clergyman in a prosperous parish with good 

revenue that, once granted, is for life) promised to him by Mr. Darcy's late father. 

Elizabeth's dislike of Mr. Darcy is confirmed. 

At a ball at Netherfield, Elizabeth reluctantly dances with Mr. Darcy. Other than 

Jane and Elizabeth, several members of the Bennet family show a distinct lack of 

decorum. Mrs. Bennet hints loudly that she fully expects Jane and Bingley to become 

engaged and the younger Bennet sisters otherwise expose the family to ridicule.  

Mr. Collins proposes to Elizabeth, who rejects him, to the fury of her mother and the 

relief of her father. Shortly thereafter, they receive news that the Bingleys are suddenly 

leaving for London, with no intention to return. After his humiliating rejection by Elizabeth, 

Mr. Collins proposes to Charlotte Lucas, a sensible young woman and Elizabeth's friend. 

Charlotte is slightly older and is grateful to receive a proposal that will guarantee her a 

comfortable home. Elizabeth is aghast at such pragmatism in matters of love. 
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Heartbroken, Jane goes to visit her Aunt and Uncle Gardiner at an unfashionable address 

in London. Miss Bingley clearly does not want to continue the friendship and Jane is upset 

though very composed.  

In the spring, Elizabeth visits Charlotte and Mr. Collins in Kent. Elizabeth and her 

hosts are invited to Rosings Park, the imposing home of Lady Catherine de Bourgh, 

patroness of Mr. Collins and Mr. Darcy's extremely wealthy aunt. She expects Mr. Darcy to 

marry her daughter. Mr. Darcy and his cousin, Colonel Fitzwilliam, are also visiting at 

Rosings Park. Colonel Fitzwilliam tells Elizabeth how Mr. Darcy managed to save a friend 

from a bad match. Elizabeth realizes the story must refer to Jane and is horrified that 

Darcy has interfered and caused her sister so much pain. Mr. Darcy, meanwhile, has 

fallen in love with Elizabeth and proposes to her. She rejects him angrily, stating that she 

could not love a man who has caused her sister such unhappiness and further accuses 

him of treating Mr. Wickham unjustly. The latter accusation seems to anger Mr. Darcy, and 

he accuses her family of lacking propriety and suggests he has been kinder to Bingley 

than himself. They part, barely speaking.  

Later, Mr. Darcy gives Elizabeth a letter, explaining that Mr. Wickham had refused 

the living he claimed he was deprived of, and was given money for it instead. Wickham 

proceeded to waste the money and, then impoverished, demanded the living again. After 

being refused, he tried to elope with Darcy's 15-year-old sister, Georgiana, for her great 

dowry. Darcy also writes that he believed Jane, because of her reserved behavior, did not 

love Mr. Bingley. Darcy apologizes for hurting Jane and Elizabeth begins to change her 

opinion of Mr. Darcy.  

Elizabeth tells her father that Darcy was responsible for uniting Lydia and Wickham, 

one of the two earliest illustrations of Pride and Prejudice.The clothing styles reflect the 

time the illustration was engraved (the 1830s), not the time in which the novel was written 

or set.Some months later, Elizabeth and her Aunt and Uncle Gardiner visit Darcy's estate 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Bennet
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in Derbyshire, Pemberley. On a tour there, Elizabeth hears the housekeeper describe him 

as being kind and generous.  

When Mr. Darcy returns unexpectedly, he is overwhelmingly kind and later invites 

Elizabeth and the Gardiners to meet his sister and go fishing. Elizabeth is surprised and 

delighted by the kindness to herself and her aunt and uncle. She then suddenly receives 

news from Longbourn that her sister Lydia had eloped with Mr. Wickham. She tells Mr. 

Darcy immediately and departs in haste, believing she will never see him again, since 

Lydia's disgrace has ruined the family's good name.  

After an agonizing wait, Mr. Wickham is somehow persuaded to marry Lydia. With 

some degree of decency restored, Lydia visits her family and tells Elizabeth that Mr. Darcy 

was at her wedding. Mrs. Gardiner informs Elizabeth that it is Mr. Darcy who has made the 

match at great expense, and hints that he may have "another motive" for doing so. At this 

point, Mr. Bingley and Mr. Darcy return to Netherfield. Shortly thereafter, Bingley proposes 

to Jane and is accepted. Lady Catherine, having heard rumors that Elizabeth intends to 

marry Darcy, visits Elizabeth and demands that she promise not to accept his proposal.     

Elizabeth makes no such promise and Lady Catherine leaves, outraged by 

Elizabeth's perceived insolence. Darcy, heartened by Elizabeth's refusal to promise that 

she wouldn't accept such a proposal, again proposes to Elizabeth and is accepted. He 

visits Longbourn to ask Mr. Bennet for his permission. Elizabeth wants her father to 

understand that she is not marrying for money, and it is only after she speaks about Mr. 

Darcy's true worth that he is happy about the wedding. 

4.1.4– Characters  

ELIZABETH BENNET  

 The second of the Bennet daughters, she is twenty years old and intelligent, lively, 

playful, attractive, and witty – but with a tendency to judge on first impressions. As the 

story progresses, so does her relationship with Mr. Darcy. The course of Elizabeth and 
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Darcy's relationship is ultimately decided when Darcy overcomes his pride, and Elizabeth 

overcomes her prejudice, leading them both to surrender to their love for each other. 

MR. FITZWILLIAM DARCY  

The wealthy friend of Mr. Bingley. A newcomer to the village, he is ultimately 

Elizabeth Bennet's love interest. Mr. Darcy is the wealthy, twenty-eight year old owner of 

the renowned family estate of Pemberley in Derbyshire, and is rumoured to be worth at 

least £10,000 a year (£796,000 in today's money). While being handsome, tall, and 

intelligent, Darcy lacks ease and social graces, and so others frequently mistake his aloof 

decorum and rectitude as further proof of excessive pride (which, in part, it is). 

 MR. BENNET  

A late-middle-aged landed gentleman of a modest income of £2000 per annum, 

and the dryly sarcastic patriarch of the now-dwindling Bennet family (a family of 

Hertfordshire landed gentry), with five unmarried daughters. His estate, Longbourn, is 

entailed to the male line. 

 MRS. BENNET (NÉE GARDINER)  

The middle-aged wife of her social superior, Mr. Bennet, and the mother of their five 

daughters. Mrs. Bennet is a hypochondriac who imagines herself susceptible to attacks of 

tremors and palpitations ("[her] poor nerves"), whenever things are not going her way. Her 

main ambition in life is to marry her daughters off to wealthy men. Whether or not any 

such matches will give her daughters happiness is of little concern to her. 

 JANE BENNET  

The eldest Bennet sister. Twenty-two years old when the novel begins, she is 

considered the most beautiful young lady in the neighbourhood and is inclined to see only 

the good in others. She falls in love with Charles Bingley, a rich young gentleman recently 

moved to Hertfordshire and a close friend of Mr. Darcy. 
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 MARY BENNET  

The middle Bennet sister, and the plainest of her siblings. Mary has a serious 

disposition and mostly reads and plays music, although she is often impatient to display 

her accomplishments and is rather vain about them. She frequently moralises to her 

family. According to James Edward Austen-Leigh's A Memoir of Jane Austen, Mary ended 

up marrying one of her Uncle Philips' law clerks and moving into Meryton with him. 

 CATHERINE "KITTY" BENNET  

 The fourth Bennet daughter at 17 years old. Though older than Lydia, she is her 

shadow and follows her in her pursuit of the officers of the militia. She is often portrayed 

as envious of Lydia and is described a "silly" young woman. However, it is said that she 

improved when removed from Lydia's influence. According to James Edward Austen-

Leigh's A Memoir of Jane Austen, Kitty later married a clergyman who lived near 

Pemberley. 

 LYDIA BENNET  

The youngest Bennet sister, aged 15 when the novel begins. She is frivolous and 

headstrong. Her main activity in life is socializing, especially flirting with the officers of the 

militia. This leads to her running off with George Wickham, although he has no intention of 

marrying her. Lydia shows no regard for the moral code of her society; as Ashley Tauchert 

says, she "feels without reasoning." 

CHARLES BINGLEY 

A handsome, amiable, wealthy young gentleman from the north of England 

(possibly Yorkshire, as Scarborough is mentioned, and there is, in-fact, a real-life town 

called 'Bingley', in West Yorkshire), who leases Netherfield Park, an estate three miles 

from Longbourn, with the hopes of purchasing it. He is contrasted with Mr. Darcy for 

having more generally pleasing manners, although he is reliant on his more experienced 

friend for advice. An example of this is the prevention of Bingley and Jane's romance 
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because of Bingley's undeniable dependence on Darcy's opinion. He lacks resolve and is 

easily influenced by others; his two sisters, Miss Caroline Bingley and Mrs. Louisa Hurst, 

both disapprove of Bingley's growing affection for Miss Jane Bennet. 

CAROLINE BINGLEY  

The vainglorious, snobbish sister of Charles Bingley, with a dowry of £20,000. Miss 

Bingley harbours designs upon Mr. Darcy, and therefore is jealous of his growing 

attachment to Elizabeth. She attempts to dissuade Mr. Darcy from liking Elizabeth by 

ridiculing the Bennet family and criticising Elizabeth's comportment. Miss Bingley also 

disapproves of her brother's esteem for Jane Bennet, and is disdainful of society in 

Meryton. Her wealth (she has a £20,000 dowry, giving her an income of £1,000 per 

annum, which she overspends) and her expensive education seem to be the two greatest 

sources of Caroline Bingley's vanity and conceit; likewise, she is very insecure about the 

fact that her and her family's money all comes from trade, and is eager both for her brother 

to purchase an estate, ascending the Bingleys to the ranks of the Gentry, and for herself 

to marry a landed gentleman (i.e. Mr. Darcy).  

The dynamic between Caroline Bingley and her sister, Louisa Hurst, seems to echo 

that of Lydia and Kitty Bennet's; that one is a no more than a follower of the other, with 

Caroline Bingley in the same position as Lydia, and Louisa Hurst in Kitty's (though, in 

Louisa's case, as she's already married, she's not under the same desperation as 

Caroline). Her sister, Louisa Hurst (née Bingley), is married to Mr. Hurst, who has a house 

in Grosvenor Square, London. 

GEORGE WICKHAM  

Wickham has been acquainted with Mr. Darcy since infancy, being the son of Mr. 

Darcy's father's steward. An officer in the militia, he is superficially charming and rapidly 

forms an attachment with Elizabeth Bennet. He later runs off with Lydia with no intention of 



CDOE - ODL II B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER III UNIT – 1-5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
122 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

marriage, which would have resulted in her complete disgrace, but for Darcy's intervention 

to bribe Wickham to marry her by paying off his immediate debts. 

MR. WILLIAM COLLINS  

 Mr. Collins, aged 25 years old as the novel begins, is Mr. Bennet's distant second 

cousin, a clergyman, and the current heir presumptive to his estate of Longbourn House. 

He is an obsequious and pompous man who is excessively devoted to his patroness, Lady 

Catherine de Bourgh. 

LADY CATHERINE DE BOURGH  

The overbearing aunt of Mr. Darcy. Lady Catherine is the wealthy owner of Rosings 

Park, where she resides with her daughter Anne and is fawned upon by her rector, Mr. 

Collins. She is haughty, pompous, domineering, and condescending, and has long 

planned to marry off her sickly daughter to Darcy, to 'unite their two great estates', 

claiming it to be the dearest wish of both her and her late sister, Lady Anne Darcy (née 

Fitzwilliam). 

MR. EDWARD AND MRS. M GARDINER  

Edward Gardiner is Mrs. Bennet's brother and a successful tradesman of sensible 

and gentlemanly character. Aunt Gardiner is genteel and elegant, and is close to her 

nieces Jane and Elizabeth. The Gardiners are instrumental in bringing about the marriage 

between Darcy and Elizabeth. 

GEORGIANA DARCY  

Georgiana is Mr. Darcy's quiet, amiable (and shy) younger sister, with a dowry of 

£30,000, and is aged barely 16 when the story begins. When still 15, Miss Darcy almost 

eloped with Mr. Wickham, but was saved by her brother, whom she idolises. Thanks to 

years of tutorage under masters, she is accomplished at the piano, singing, playing the 

harp, and drawing, and modern languages, and is therefore described as Caroline 

Bingley's idea of an "accomplished woman". 
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CHARLOTTE LUCAS  

Charlotte is Elizabeth's friend who, at 27 years old (and thus very much beyond 

what was then considered prime marriageable age), fears becoming a burden to her 

family and therefore agrees to marry Mr. Collins to gain financial security. Though the 

novel stresses the importance of love and understanding in marriage, Austen never seems 

to condemn Charlotte's decision to marry for money. She uses Charlotte to convey how 

women of her time would adhere to society's expectation for women to marry even if it is 

not out of love, but convenience. Charlotte is the daughter of Sir William Lucas and Lady 

Lucas, neighbours of the Bennet family. 

4.1.5– Glossary 

1. Prejudice - Bias 

2. Pride - Arrogance 

3. Proposal - Offer 

4. Bennet - Surname 

5. Darcy - Name 

6. Meryton - Town 

7. Netherfield - Estate 

8. Collins - Clergyman 

9. Wickham - Scoundrel 

10. Marriage - Union 

4.1.6– Self-Assessment Questions 

1. Who is the eldest Bennet sister? 

        a) Elizabeth Bennet   b) Jane Bennet   c) Mary Bennet     d) Lydia Bennet 
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2. What is Mr. Darcy's first name? 

a) Charles   b) William    c) Fitzwilliam   d) George 

3. Where do the Bennet family live? 

           a) Pemberley  b) Netherfield Park  c) Longbourn  d) Rosings Park 

4. Who is Mr. Bingley's snobbish sister? 

a) Caroline Bingley                   b) Charlotte Lucas    

c) Lady Catherine de Bourgh     d) Georgiana Darcy 

5. Who does Elizabeth Bennet refuse to marry, despite his wealth and status? 

a) Mr. Bingley   b) Mr. Collins   c) Mr. Wickham    d) Mr. Darcy 

6.  Who eventually marries Mr. Collins? 

a) Lydia Bennet   b) Jane Bennet    c) Charlotte Lucas    d) Elizabeth Bennet 

7. What is the reason Mr. Darcy gives for initially separating Jane and Mr. Bingley? 

a) He wanted Jane for himself. 

b) He believed Jane was not truly in love with Bingley. 

c) He disapproved of the Bennet family. 

d) He was in love with Elizabeth. 

 8. Where does Mr. Darcy's aunt, Lady Catherine de Bourgh, live? 

a) Pemberley   b) Longbourn   c) Rosings Park    d) Meryton 

 9. Who runs away with Lydia Bennet? 

a) Mr. Darcy   b) Mr. Collins   c) Mr. Wickham d) Mr. Bingley 

  10. How does Elizabeth Bennet first learn of Mr. Darcy's role in Lydia's marriage to 

Mr. Wickham? 

a) From Mr. Bingley   b) Through a letter from Mr. Darcy 

c) From Lydia           d) From her father 
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Discuss the significance of the title "Pride and Prejudice" in relation to the 

characters and themes in the novel.  

The title "Pride and Prejudice" encapsulates the central themes of the novel, 

highlighting the character flaws that hinder personal growth and relationships. Pride, 

exemplified by characters like Mr. Darcy and Elizabeth Bennet, initially causes 

misunderstandings and conflict. Prejudice, often displayed by characters like Elizabeth 

towards Darcy and vice versa, leads to erroneous judgments. Throughout the novel, 

characters must overcome their pride and prejudices to achieve self-awareness and true 

understanding, ultimately leading to personal and relational growth. 

2. Analyze the character development of Elizabeth Bennet throughout the novel.  

Elizabeth Bennet undergoes significant character development in "Pride and 

Prejudice." Initially characterized by her strong-willed nature and quick wit, Elizabeth's 

journey is marked by her evolving perceptions of others, particularly Mr. Darcy. Her initial 

prejudice against Darcy gives way to admiration and love as she recognizes his true 

character. Elizabeth's growth is also evident in her relationships with other characters, 

such as her family and friends, where she learns humility, forgiveness, and the importance 

of self-reflection. 

3. Discuss the role of marriage in "Pride and Prejudice," focusing on different 

couples and their motivations. 

 Marriage is a central theme in "Pride and Prejudice," reflecting societal 

expectations and personal aspirations. The novel explores various motivations for 

marriage through different couples. For instance, Charlotte Lucas marries Mr. Collins for 

financial security and social stability, highlighting pragmatic considerations. In contrast, 

Elizabeth Bennet rejects Mr. Collins's proposal due to lack of affection and respect, 
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emphasizing the importance of mutual love and compatibility. The marriages of Jane 

Bennet and Mr. Bingley, and Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy, illustrate the novel's 

exploration of emotional fulfillment and societal norms regarding marriage. 

4. How does Jane Austen use irony in "Pride and Prejudice" to critique societal 

norms and expectations? 

Irony is a significant literary device employed by Jane Austen in "Pride and 

Prejudice" to critique societal norms and expectations. Through ironic situations and 

dialogue, Austen exposes the superficiality and hypocrisy of the upper-class society 

depicted in the novel. For example, the character of Mr. Collins, with his obsequious 

manners and misplaced pride, becomes a vehicle for Austen to satirize the marriage 

market and social climbing. Additionally, Elizabeth Bennet's witty observations and 

misunderstandings with Mr. Darcy highlight the disconnect between appearance and 

reality in the characters' interactions. Austen's use of irony serves to underscore her 

critique of societal values and the importance of genuine virtues over superficial 

appearances. 

5. Explore the role of family relationships in "Pride and Prejudice," focusing on the 

Bennet family dynamics.  

Family relationships play a crucial role in "Pride and Prejudice," particularly within 

the Bennet family. The novel portrays various dynamics, such as the strained relationship 

between Mrs. Bennet and Mr. Bennet due to their differing personalities and priorities. The 

parental favoritism towards Jane and Elizabeth influences their characters and decisions 

regarding marriage. The frivolous behavior of younger sisters like Lydia and Kitty contrasts 

with the more sensible attitudes of Jane and Elizabeth. These family dynamics contribute 

to the novel's exploration of social class, morality, and individual growth, highlighting the 

influence of familial relationships on personal development. 
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1. Critically analyze pride and prejudice 

Introduction 

Jane Austen's "Pride and Prejudice," published in 1813, stands as a seminal work 

in English literature, renowned for its wit, social commentary, and exploration of 

relationships and societal norms. Set against the backdrop of early 19th-century England, 

the novel follows the tumultuous romance between Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy, 

navigating through themes of class, marriage, and personal growth. Austen's keen 

observation of human nature and her satirical portrayal of the Georgian era's landed 

gentry offer a timeless critique of societal expectations and the complexities of love. 

Social Critique and Themes 

"Pride and Prejudice" is a sharp critique of the social norms and expectations 

governing Regency England. The title itself encapsulates the novel's central themes: 

pride, symbolizing arrogance and social status, and prejudice, representing preconceived 

judgments based on appearances and societal roles. Austen deftly explores these themes 

through the interactions of characters like Mr. Darcy, initially perceived as proud and aloof, 

and Elizabeth Bennet, whose initial prejudices cloud her judgment of Darcy. 

The novel delves into the institution of marriage, portraying it not merely as a 

romantic endeavor but also as a pragmatic and social transaction. Characters like 

Charlotte Lucas, who marries Mr. Collins for financial security despite his lack of charm, 

exemplify the societal pressures and economic considerations influencing marital 

decisions. In contrast, Elizabeth Bennet's refusal of Mr. Collins's proposal reflects her 

desire for emotional compatibility and mutual respect in marriage, challenging traditional 

expectations. 
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Character Development and Relationships 

At the heart of "Pride and Prejudice" are the dynamic characters whose growth and 

interactions drive the narrative. Elizabeth Bennet emerges as a heroine of wit, intelligence, 

and independence, navigating societal constraints while asserting her individuality. Her 

evolving relationship with Mr. Darcy, marked by initial misunderstandings and eventual 

mutual admiration, showcases Austen's nuanced exploration of personal transformation 

and the power of self-reflection. 

Mr. Darcy, initially portrayed as aloof and arrogant, undergoes significant character 

development through Elizabeth's influence. His transformation from a proud aristocrat to a 

humble and introspective suitor underscores the novel's theme of overcoming societal 

expectations and personal prejudices. 

The supporting characters, such as the humorous Mrs. Bennet, the sensible Jane 

Bennet, and the impulsive Lydia Bennet, add depth to Austen's portrayal of family 

dynamics and societal roles. Through these characters, Austen critiques the limitations 

and hypocrisies of the landed gentry while celebrating individual integrity and moral 

growth. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, "Pride and Prejudice" remains a timeless masterpiece that continues 

to resonate with readers for its insightful social critique, memorable characters, and 

enduring themes. Jane Austen's skillful blending of romance, satire, and societal 

commentary provides a rich tapestry that challenges readers to examine their own 

prejudices and preconceptions. The novel's exploration of love and marriage transcends 

its historical setting, offering universal truths about human nature and the quest for 

authenticity in relationships. Through Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy's journey towards 

mutual understanding and personal growth, Austen reminds us of the enduring power of 

love and the importance of overcoming pride and prejudice in all its forms. 
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2. Discuss the love affair between Darcy and Elizabeth 

Introduction 

The love affair between Mr. Fitzwilliam Darcy and Elizabeth Bennet in Jane 

Austen's "Pride and Prejudice" is one of literature's most iconic and enduring romances. 

Set against the backdrop of early 19th-century England, their relationship unfolds amidst 

social conventions, misunderstandings, and personal growth. Austen intricately weaves 

together themes of pride, prejudice, and societal expectations to create a compelling 

narrative that explores the complexities of love and self-discovery. 

Development of Their Relationship 

At the outset of "Pride and Prejudice," Mr. Darcy and Elizabeth Bennet's 

relationship is characterized by mutual disdain and misunderstanding. Darcy's initial 

aloofness and perceived arrogance lead Elizabeth to form a negative opinion of him, 

exacerbated by his role in separating Jane Bennet from Mr. Bingley. Meanwhile, Darcy's 

attraction to Elizabeth is tempered by his own pride and societal expectations. 

The turning point in their relationship occurs at the Netherfield Ball, where Darcy's 

admiration for Elizabeth begins to surface despite his reservations. He is captivated by her 

intelligence, wit, and independent spirit, qualities that challenge his preconceived notions 

about women of lower social standing. However, Darcy's failed proposal to Elizabeth, 

tainted by his condescending remarks about her family and social status, deepens her 

dislike for him. 

As the novel progresses, both characters undergo significant growth. Elizabeth's 

journey towards self-awareness and understanding is marked by her realization of Darcy's 

true character through his letter explaining his actions. Darcy, in turn, confronts his pride 

and learns humility, actively seeking opportunities to prove his love and devotion to 

Elizabeth, such as assisting in Lydia Bennet's scandalous elopement with Mr. Wickham. 
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Their love affair culminates in Darcy's earnest proposal at Rosings Park, where he 

humbly declares his love for Elizabeth and vows to respect her independence and spirited 

nature. Elizabeth's acceptance of Darcy's proposal signifies her own transformation, 

moving beyond her initial prejudices and embracing a deeper emotional connection based 

on mutual respect and understanding. 

Conclusion 

The love affair between Mr. Darcy and Elizabeth Bennet in "Pride and Prejudice" 

exemplifies Jane Austen's mastery in depicting the complexities of romantic relationships 

amidst societal constraints. Through their journey from mutual disdain to mutual 

admiration, Austen explores themes of personal growth, forgiveness, and the power of 

love to transcend social barriers. Darcy and Elizabeth's love story remains timeless, 

captivating readers with its depth, wit, and enduring appeal. As they navigate the 

intricacies of pride and prejudice, both characters emerge transformed, embodying 

Austen's belief in the transformative power of genuine affection and mutual respect. Their 

romance continues to resonate with audiences, reminding us of the universal truths and 

complexities inherent in matters of the heart. 

 

SECTION 4.2 Jane Eyre - Charlotte Brontë 

 

4.2.1– About the Text 

 "Jane Eyre," written by Charlotte Brontë and first published in 1847, is a landmark 

in English literature. The novel's enduring popularity can be attributed to its intricate plot, 

compelling characters, and profound themes that resonate with readers across 

generations. 
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4.2.2– About the Writer 

 Charlotte Brontë, born on April 21, 1816, in Thornton, Yorkshire, England, is one of 

the most celebrated authors of the 19th century. She is best known for her novel "Jane 

Eyre," which has become a classic of English literature. Brontë's life and works have left 

an indelible mark on literary history, characterized by her profound storytelling, vivid 

characters, and the exploration of complex themes such as identity, morality, and social 

class. 

Charlotte faced numerous personal tragedies, including the deaths of her siblings. 

Despite these hardships, she continued to write and maintain a presence in literary circles. 

In 1854, she married Arthur Bell Nicholls, her father's curate. Tragically, Charlotte died on 

March 31, 1855, at the age of 38, likely due to complications from pregnancy. 

Charlotte Brontë's literary contributions have left a lasting legacy. Her ability to 

create complex, relatable characters and her exploration of themes such as gender roles, 

class struggles, and personal integrity have ensured her place among the great writers of 

English literature. "Jane Eyre," in particular, continues to be studied and cherished for its 

revolutionary approach to storytelling and its powerful portrayal of a woman's quest for 

self-respect and love. 

4.2.3– Summary 

Orphaned as an infant, Jane Eyre lives with at Gateshead with her aunt, Sarah 

Reed, as the novel opens. Jane is ten years old, an outsider in the Reed family. Her 

female cousins, Georgiana and Eliza, tolerate, but don't love her. Their brother, John, is 

more blatantly hostile to Jane, reminding her that she is a poor dependent of his mother 

who shouldn't even be associating with the children of a gentleman. One day he is 

angered to find Jane reading one of his books, so he takes the book away and throws it at 

her. Finding this treatment intolerable,  
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Jane fights back. She is blamed for the conflagration and sent to the red-room, the 

place where her kind Uncle Reed died. In this frightening room, Jane thinks she sees her 

uncle's ghost and begs to be set free. Her Aunt Reed refuses, insisting Jane remain in her 

prison until she learns complete submissiveness. When the door to the red-room is locked 

once again, Jane passes out. She wakes back in her own room, with the kind physician, 

Mr. Lloyd, standing over her bed. He advises Aunt Reed to send Jane away to school, 

because she is obviously unhappy at Gateshead. 

Jane is sent to Lowood School, a charity institution for orphan girls, run by Mr. 

Brocklehurst. A stingy and mean-hearted minister, Brocklehurst provides the girls with 

starvation levels of food, freezing rooms, and poorly made clothing and shoes. He justifies 

his poor treatment of them by saying that they need to learn humility and by comparing 

them to the Christian martyrs, who also endured great hardships. Despite the difficult 

conditions at Lowood, Jane prefers school to life with the Reeds. Here she makes two new 

friends: Miss Temple and Helen Burns. From Miss Temple, Jane learns proper ladylike 

behavior and compassion; from Helen she gains a more spiritual focus.  

The school's damp conditions, combined with the girls' near-starvation diet, 

produces a typhus epidemic, in which nearly half the students die, including Helen Burns, 

who dies in Jane's arms. Following this tragedy, Brocklehurst is deposed from his position 

as manager of Lowood, and conditions become more acceptable. Jane quickly becomes a 

star student, and after six years of hard work, an effective teacher. Following two years of 

teaching at Lowood, Jane is ready for new challenges. Miss Temple marries, and Lowood 

seems different without her. Jane places at advertisement for a governess position in the 

local newspaper. She receives only one reply, from a Mrs. Fairfax of Thornfield, near 

Millcote, who seeks a governess for a ten-year old girl. Jane accepts the job. 

At Thornfield, a comfortable three-story country estate, Jane is warmly welcomed. 

She likes both her new pupil, Adèle Varens, and Mrs. Fairfax, the housekeeper at 
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Thornfield, but is soon restless. One January afternoon, while walking to Millcote to mail a 

letter, Jane helps a horseman whose horse has slipped on a patch of ice and fallen. 

Returning to Thornfield, Jane discovers that this man is Edward Fairfax Rochester, the 

owner of Thornfield and her employer. He is a dark-haired, moody man in his late thirties. 

Although he is often taciturn, Jane grows fond of his mysterious, passionate nature. He 

tells Jane about Adèle's mother, Céline, a Parisian opera-singer who was once his 

mistress. Adèle, he claims, is not his daughter, but he rescued the poor girl after her 

mother abandoned her. 

Jane also discovers that Thornfield harbors a secret. From time to time, she hears 

strange, maniacal laughter coming from the third story. Mrs. Fairfax claims this is just 

Grace Poole, an eccentric servant with a drinking problem. But Jane wonders if this is 

true. One night, Jane smells smoke in the hallway, and realizes it is coming from 

Rochester's room. Jane races down to his room, discovering his curtains and bed are on 

fire. Unable to wake Rochester, she douses both him and his bedding with cold water. He 

asks her not to tell anyone about this incident and blames the arson on Grace Poole. Why 

doesn't he press charges on Grace, or at least evict her from the house, Jane wonders. 

Following this incident, Rochester leaves suddenly for a house party at a local 

estate. Jane is miserable during his absence and realizes she is falling in love with him. 

After a weeklong absence, he returns with a party of guests, including the beautiful 

Blanche Ingram. Jane jealously believes Rochester is pursuing this accomplished, 

majestic, dark-haired beauty. An old friend of Rochester's, Richard Mason, joins the party 

one day. From him, Jane learns that Rochester once lived in Spanish Town, Jamaica. One 

night, Mason is mysteriously attacked, supposedly by the crazy Grace Poole. 

Jane leaves Thornfield for a month to attend her aunt, who is on her deathbed 

following her son John's excessive debauchery and apparent suicide. Jane tries to create 

a reconciliation with her aunt, but the woman refuses all Jane's attempts at appeasement. 



CDOE - ODL II B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER III UNIT – 1-5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
134 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before dying, she gives Jane a letter from her uncle, John Eyre, who had hoped to adopt 

Jane and make her his heir. The letter was sent three years ago, but Aunt Reed had 

vindictively kept it from Jane. Sarah Reed dies, unloved by her daughters. 

When Jane returns to Thornfield, the houseguests have left. Rochester tells Jane 

he will soon marry Blanche, so she and Adèle will need to leave Thornfield. In the middle 

of this charade, Jane reveals her love for him, and the two end up engaged. Jane is happy 

to be marrying the man she loves, but during the month before the wedding she is plagued 

by strange dreams of a destroyed Thornfield and a wailing infant. Two nights before the 

wedding, a frightening, dark-haired woman enters her room and rips her wedding veil in 

two. Although Jane is certain this woman didn't look like Grace Poole, Rochester assures 

her it must have been the bizarre servant. The morning of the wedding finally arrives. Jane 

and Rochester stand at the altar, taking their vows, when suddenly a strange man 

announces there's an impediment to the marriage: Rochester is already married to a 

woman named Bertha Antoinetta Mason. Rochester rushes the wedding party back to 

Thornfield, where they find his insane and repulsive wife locked in a room on the third 

story. Grace Poole is the woman's keeper, but Bertha was responsible for the strange 

laughter and violence at Thornfield. Rochester tries to convince Jane to become his 

mistress and move with him to a pleasure villa in the south of France. 

Instead, Jane sneaks away in the middle of the night, with little money and no extra 

clothing. With twenty shillings, the only money she has, she catches a coach that takes 

her to faraway Whitcross. There, she spends three days roaming the woods, looking for 

work and, finally, begging for food. On the third night, she follows a light that leads her 

across the moors to Marsh End (also called Moor House), owned by the Rivers family. 

Hannah, the housekeeper, wants to send her away, but St. John Rivers, the clergyman 

who owns the house, offers her shelter. Jane soon becomes close friends with St. John's 

sisters, Diana and Mary, and he offers Jane a humble job as the schoolmistress for the 
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poor girls in his parish at Morton. Because their father lost most of his money before he 

died, Diana and Mary have been forced to earn a living by working as governesses. 

One day, St. John learns that, unbeknownst to her, Jane has inherited 20,000 

pounds from her uncle, John Eyre. Furthermore, she discovers that St. John's real name is 

St. John Eyre Rivers, so he, his sisters, and Jane are cousins. The Rivers were cut out of 

John Eyre's will because of an argument between John and their father. Thrilled to 

discover that she has a family, Jane insists on splitting the inheritance four ways, and then 

remodels Moor House for her cousins, who will no longer need to work as governesses. 

Not content with his life as a smalltime clergyman, St. John plans to become a missionary 

in India. He tries to convince Jane to accompany him, as his wife. Realizing that St. John 

doesn't love her but just wants to use her to accomplish his goals, Jane refuses his 

request, but suggests a compromise by agreeing to follow him to India as a comrade, but 

not as a wife. St. John tries to coerce her into the marriage, and has almost succeeded, 

when, one night Jane suddenly hears Rochester's disembodied voice calling out to her. 

Jane immediately leaves Moor House to search for her true love, Rochester. 

Arriving at Millcote, she discovers Thornfield a burned wreck, just as predicted in her 

dreams. From a local innkeeper, she learns that Bertha Mason burned the house down 

one night and that Rochester lost an eye and a hand while trying to save her and the 

servants. He now lives in seclusion at Ferndean. 

Jane immediately drives to Ferndean. There she discovers a powerless, unhappy 

Rochester. Jane carries a tray to him and reveals her identity. The two lovers are joyfully 

reunited and soon marry. Ten years later, Jane writes this narrative. Her married life is still 

blissful; Adèle has grown to be a helpful companion for Jane; Diana and Mary Rivers are 

happily married; St. John still works as a missionary, but is nearing death; and Rochester 

has regained partial vision, enough to see their first-born son. 
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4.2.4– Glossary 

1. Austerity - Sternness 

2. Penurious - Stingy 

3. Impunity - Exemption 

4. Conflagration - Fire 

5. Capricious - Fickle 

6. Sanguine - Optimistic 

7. Insipid - Bland 

8. Expiate - Atone 

9. Taciturn - Silent 

10. Soporific - Sleep-inducing 

4.2.5– Self-Assessment Questions 

1. Where does Jane Eyre live at the beginning of the novel? 

          A) Lowood Institution    B) Thornfield Hall C) Gateshead Hall      D) Moor House 

2. Who is Jane Eyre’s cruel aunt? 

         A) Miss Temple   B) Mrs. Reed    C) Bertha Mason    D) Diana Rivers 

3. What role does Helen Burns play in Jane’s life? 

         A) Employer   B) Cousin  C) Friend and influence   D) Governess 

4. Who is the headmaster of Lowood Institution? 

        A) Mr. BrocklehurstB) Mr. Rochester   C) St. John Rivers    D) Richard Mason 

5. What is Jane Eyre’s position at Thornfield Hall? 

         A) Maid   B) Governess   C) Housekeeper    D) Nurse 

6. What is the name of Mr. Rochester’s ward whom Jane is hired to care for? 

         A) Helen Burns   B) Bertha Mason   C) Adèle Varens   D) Diana Rivers 
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7. What prevents Jane and Mr. Rochester’s marriage initially? 

        A) Jane‘s financial situation      B) Mr. Rochester’s hidden wife 

       C) Jane‘s family objections        D) Mr. Rochester‘s illness 

8. Where does Jane go after fleeing Thornfield Hall? 

       A) Back to Gateshead Hall   B) To Lowood Institution   

       C) To Moor House      D) To a convent 

9. What is the relationship between Jane and the Rivers siblings? 

       A) They are her employers          B) They are her cousins 

      C) They are her school friends     D) They are her distant relatives 

10. How does Jane learn about the destruction of Thornfield Hall? 

A) She reads it in a newspaper 

B) She hears it from a villager 

C) She experiences a mystical connection 

D) She receives a letter from Mr. Rochester 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Explain the themes in the novel. 
Independence and Self-Respect 

Jane's journey is one of self-discovery and self-respect. She consistently refuses to 

compromise her principles and seeks to maintain her autonomy, even in the face of 

hardship and loneliness. 

Love and Equality 

 The relationship between Jane and Rochester evolves into one based on mutual 

respect and equality, challenging the norms of class and gender hierarchy in Victorian 

society. 
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Social Critique 

The novel critiques the rigid social structures of the time, particularly the limitations 

placed on women and the poor. Jane's rise from a marginalized orphan to a financially 

independent woman underscores the need for social reform and greater empathy. 

Religion and Morality 

 Various religious perspectives are explored through characters such as Helen 

Burns and St. John Rivers. Jane ultimately embraces a personal spirituality grounded in 

love and forgiveness rather than strict piety or ambition. 

2. Write a short note on realism and romance in Jane Eyre. 

 Jane Eyre presents a beautiful combination of realism and romanticism. Both the 

elements are happily blended in the novel. It is really amazing that out of her extremely 

limited material, Charlotte Bronte made a novel intensely romantic and profoundly real. 

The realism in this novel is not like that of Jane Austen, and the romance has little affinity 

to Scott.  

 The novel Jane Eyre is based upon the realities of Charlotte‘s own life. Jane Eyre is 

Charlotte herself. Like her she is small,plain,simple and leads a tough life. Jane‘s life at 

Lowood school is Charlotte‘s own life at cowan Bridge school of which she had no 

unhappy experience Helpless Helen Burns is Charlotte‘s sister Maria. Miss Temple and 

Miss Scatchered are also drawn from her life. Like Charlotte, Jane knew English and 

French and had the skill of drawing and painting. Jane‘s experience as a governess is also 

influenced by Charlotte‘s own experience as governess. 

 Charlotte wanted to establish a school of her own efforts. Jane also had a keen 

desire to open a school. Charlotte‘s spoiled brother Patrick Branwell influences the 

character of John Rees, Jane‘s cousin. The act that Rochester had a mad wife and wants 

to cheat an innocent girl is also influenced by the reality of a case which had become 
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know to Charlotte at Roe Head. Charlotte‘s own marriage was delayed to her lover as 

Jane‘s is.  

 There is little in the novel that cannot be traced back to a source in her own 

experience, she could not create anything airy, but Thornfield hall and all the incidents that 

take place within it are imaginary.The creation of mad wife. Mrs. Fairfax Rochester, little 

Adela and Mrs. Reed are the creations of her imagination. The episodes in which she 

goes to the Rivers and receives all the property of her uncle are also the wide knowledge 

which supplied it with material. Her realm was well irradiated by the light of a vivid 

imagination but he light played only upon what she herself had seen and heard and 

known. 

3. Discuss the appropriateness of the title of the novel “Jane Eyre” 

Mostly the title of a book is appropriate because it is concerned with the main 

character, event or lace in it. The title expresses the spirit of a book. It is the book in itself. 

When we read the title of a book the whole book begins to present itself before our mind. 

The authors are always very careful in naming their books often the books are aptly 

named by their authors. 

Charlotte Bronte‘s novels are named after the hero or heroine Jane Eyre, Shirley 

and the professor are its examples. These novels deal with the life of one dominating 

person .These are concerned entirely with the life-history of one person, who 

predominates over all other minor characters in the novel. All the events in the novel are 

directly concerned with the life of this central figure. Her novels are primarily concerned 

with Jane Eyre, Shirley and the professor. It does not mean that other characters in the 

novels are totally insignificant. They are important but only in so far as they help us in 

estimating properly the character of the central figure. These heroines and hero become 

unforgettable for us.  So Charlotte Bronte has named these novels after the names of her 

heroines and hero who plays the central role in these novels. 
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Coming to Jane Eyre we find that it is christened after the name of the heroine of 

the novel. The novel begins with her. In the very beginning of the novel we come to know 

about her dreadful life at Gateshead Hall, and further we see that it is Jane Eyre whose life 

is more closely studied by the novelist than that of any other character in the novel. It is 

Jane who begins the plot, makes it complicated and then ultimately brings about its 

resolution. As Jane is really the heroine of the novel, the title is very appropriate. 

Now we must consider how far the title represents the story of the novel and 

naturally that of its central character, i.e. Jane Eyre. The novel is concerned with various 

phases of her life. We see her as hopeless child at Gateshead Hall. She is cruelly tortured 

by her aunt and cousins. It is through Jane that we come to know how an orphan child 

may be treated by its own relations. After her ten years stay at Gateshead Hall Jane goes 

to school, Lowood School. It is Jane who throws light on contemporary educational 

system. She lives here for eight years- two as a teacher and six as a student. After it she 

goes to Thornfield Hall as governess.  

We see her there as a governess and as a lover. Her stay there is important 

because there she is involved in the mystery of the Hall. After it she goes by chance to her 

unknown cousins, the Rivers. St. John discovers that she is heiress. Jane becomes rich 

and finally she seeks satisfaction with her lover, Mr. Edward Rochester. She marries him 

and is very happy with him. Thus, we see that the entire novel is concerned with the life of 

Jane Eyre and hence the title of the novel is absolutely appropriate. 

3. In what ways is Jane Eyre influenced by the tradition of the gothic novel? What 

do the gothic elements contribute to the novel? 

The Gothic tradition utilizes elements such as supernatural encounters, remote 

locations, complicated family histories, ancient manor houses, dark secrets and mysteries 

to create an atmosphere of suspense and terror and the plot of Jane Eyre includes most of 

these elements. Lowood, Moor house and Thornfield are all remote locations and 
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Thornfield , like Gateshead is also an ancient manor house. Both Rochester and Jane 

possess complicated family histories- Rochester‘s hidden wife, Bertha is the dark secret at 

the novel‘s core. The exposure of Bertha is one of the most important moments in the 

novel, and the mystery surrounding her is the main source of the novel‘s suspense. 

Other Gothic occurrences include: Jane‘s encounter with the ghost of her late 

uncle. Reed in the red-room; the moment of supernatural communication between Jane 

and Rochester  when she hears his voice calling her across the misty heath from miles 

and miles away; and Jane‘s mistaking Rochester‘s dog, pilot, for a ― Gytrash‖ a spirit of  

North England that manifests itself as a horse or dog.  

Although Bronte‘s use of Gothic elements heightens her reader‘s interest and adds 

to the emotional and philosophical tensions of the book, most of the seemingly 

supernatural occurrences are actually explained as the story progresses. It seems that 

many of the Gothic elements serve to anticipate and elevate the importance of the plot‘s 

turning points.  

4. What made Jane Eyre leave gates head hall? 

Jane Eyre led a miserable life with Mrs. Reed and John Reed in Gateshead Hall. 

They both beat her mercilessly and locked her in the red room.Mr. Lloyd, an apothecary 

came there. Jane felt happy. She said everything to him that she had been shut up in a 

room where there was a ghost. And also she said if she had anywhere to go, she would 

be glad to leave. 

 Mr. Lloyd asked her whether she would like to go to school. She accepted 

with her willingness to go to school. He talked to Mrs. Reed. Even Mrs. Reed was glad to 

hear that Jane would get rid of her.So, Mr. Lloyd and Jane Eyre departured from 

Gateshead Hall and reached Lowood. 
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5. Briefly discuss about Jane Eyre’s life at lowood school 

Lowood was a charity institution. Mr. Brocklehurst was the treasurer and manager. 

There were eighty girls. They had to get up before dawn and get ready. The porridge was 

burnt and no one liked it. Therefore Miss Temple ordered some bread and cheese for all. 

Jane and Helen Burns became friends. She told Jane all about the school. Mr. 

Brocklehurst told everyone that Jane Eyre was a Liar. He asked them to be on their guard 

against her. Miss Temple had great affection for Helen and Jane. She called them to her 

room and gave them tea, one delicious piece of toast and cake. 

The typhus germ spread with deadly strength through the crowded school and 

dormitory. It was more like a hospital than a school. Many of the girls died at school. Even 

Helen died of consumption. Jane Eyre remained there for eight years more for six years 

as pupil and two as a teacher. 

6. Describe the thorn field hall. 

Jane Eyre was appointed as a governess at Thornfield Hall. She was received by 

Mrs. Fairfax. Jane received great attention from her. Mrs. Fairfax explained that Thornfield 

Hall belonged to Mr. Rochester. She also says that she was the only housekeeper and 

she was related to Rochester on her mother‘s side. 

Jane Eyre was glad to find herself in her small and comfortable room. With the 

thankful heart she went to bed. Mr. Rochester was Miss. Adela‘s guardian. Adela spoke 

French. She was born on the continent. Adela and Jane went to library which was to be 

their schoolroom. There was also a piano and an easel for painting.  

 The large room near library was very beautiful with purple chairs and 

curtains. It was the dining – room. Rochester‘s visit will be always sudden and 

unexpected. So Mrs. Fairfax always kept that room clean and ready. Jane Eyre heard a 

laugh: harsh, bitter. It came again and again. Mrs. Fairfax explained it was the noise made 

by Grace Poole and Leah. 
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7. What were the strange events that took place in thorn field hall? 

One night Jane Eyre heard a strange sound. It seemed to her that fingers had 

touched the handle of her door. She called ―who is there?.‖. But there was no answer. A 

cruel low laugh sounded just outside her door, it was unnatural, devilish. She heard a door 

open and close and then all was still. 

Jane Eyre decided to call Mrs. Fairfax. There was a lighted candle outside her 

room. The air was dim, as if filled with smoke. There was a smell of burning too. The 

smoke was coming from Mr. Rochester‘s room. The curtains round the bed were on fire. 

She tried to wake him but in vain. At last Mr. Rochester was awake. He said that it was the 

work of Grace Poole and thanked Jane Eyre.  

Next morning Jane Eyre saw Grace Poole sewing near the window. There was no 

guilty look. She said the curtains caught fire from the candle. Mr. Rochester had left after 

his breakfast. He had gone to stay with Mr. Eshton at the Leas. So, Jane Eyre was quite 

disappointed.  

8. Describe Jane Eyre’s dreams and anxiety. 

Mr. Rochester proposed to Jane Eyre and she accepted it. A day before wedding 

something happened that Jane Eyre could not understand. He was away but Jane Eyre 

was waiting for his return. She went to meet him on the road. Soon she saw him coming 

then gave her a kiss. After reaching Thornfield she told about her dreams. She seemed to 

be alone on an unknown land. He had gone far from her. She had in her arms a little child, 

a young and weak. 

  

Then she had another dream. She came to Thornfield Hall and it was a ruin. There 

were only bats and owls. Rochester was leaving her for many years, going to a distant 

place. When she Was awake she saw a candle on the dressing – table and her cupboard 

was open, where her wedding dress and veil were hanging. She heard a sound and was 
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shocked to see a woman with thick dark hair hanging down her back. She never saw a 

face like it. 

The woman took the veil from her head, tore it in too and flung it on the floor. But in 

morning Jane saw the veil torn from top to bottom lying on the floor. Rochester said it was 

half dream, half reality. Grace Poole must have did this all. 

9. What was the incidents that took place on Jane Eyre’s wedding day? 

Jane Eyre and Rochester were ready to leave for the church on their wedding. 

They entered the quiet church. The service began. The clergyman asked them whether 

there was any impediment to their marriage. A voice was heard saying that the marriage 

could not go on. 

The speaker said that Mr. Rochester had a wife who was still living. Jane was 

violently shocked. The speaker was Mr. Briggs, a solicitor of London. Briggs had a copy of 

the record of the marriage that had taken 15 years back. Mr. Mason came forward to 

prove that Mr. Rochester‘s wife was still living. She was Bertha Mason, his sister. Whom 

he had met at Thornfield Hall. 

The wedding was stopped. Rochester and Jane Eyre left the church followed by Mr. 

Wood, the priest, Briggs, and Mason. All five reached Thornfield Hall. Rochester opened 

the inner door. The lunatic sprang at Mr. Rochester, her hands at his throat, her teeth in 

his cheek. That was his wife. 

Briggs told Jane that her letter to her uncle had helped him to stop the marriage. He 

even said that her uncle was ill. Her faith towards Mr. Rochester was dead. She felt she 

had no future. 

10. Comment on reunion of Mr. Rochester and Jane Eyre 

Jane Eyre went to Ferndean to meet Mr. Rochester. Her voice astonished him. He 

could hardly believe that she had come back to him. She told him that she had come back 
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to him. She told him that she had come back to him. She would read to him and wait upon 

him.  

Jane was excited and happy, talking to Mr. Rochester freely without any restraint. 

With him she was perfectly at ease, because she knew she suited him. They both got 

married. It was a quiet wedding. There were only four people including them. Jane wrote 

to Moor House to say what had happened. She went to school to see Adela. Adela was 

not happy there. So she put her in a school nearby. 

At the end of 2year, Rochester recovered the sight of his right eye. When his first 

born son was put into his arms, he could see that the boy had large, dark and brilliant eyes 

like his own. Finally, Jane Eyre felt that she was supremely blessed. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 
1.  EXPLAIN THE PLOT OF JANE EYRE: 
INTODUCTION 

 Jane Eyre is he heroine of the novel. She has no happiness in her life. She is an 

orphan and lives with her aunt Mrs. Reed. She, her servants and children are very cruel o 

her. They physically torture her and lock her in the red- room. While locked in Jane 

believing that she sees her uncle‘s ghost, screams and faints. 

 Jane was sent to Lowood school .There life is very stuff. There the day begins 

before dawn and the students have to use ice cold water for washing etc…, food stuff is of 

poor quality and the students have to live under very strict discipline. 

 Jane takes some time to accommodate herself to the new surroundings. Helen 

Burns, a very nice girl becomes her fast friend but soon she dies of consumption. Mrs. 

Temple, the superintendent of the establishment is very kind to Jane. She is very 

influenced by her. In time Jane gains a sound education and serves as a teacher at 

Lowood School and goes to the Thornfield hall to serve as a governess.  
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COMPLICATION 

 Jane takes charge of Adela, the illegitimate daughter of the owner of Thornfield 

Hall. The owner, Mr. Edward Rochester is a man of little courtesy and ill humor. The 

housekeeper, Mrs. Fairfax is a good and gentle lady. Jane is happy at Thornfield. But 

soon complication arises. 

 One night Jane disturbed at sleep, she hears very strange noise and a demonic 

laugh. She opens the door of her chamber and finds that air is filled with smoke and is 

aware of strong smell of burning. The smoke is coming from Mr. Rochester‘s room. Jane 

goes to his room. He is in deep sleep and his bed is burning. She extinguishes the flames 

with water. Jane tells him about the strange voices and Rochester soon goes to the third 

storey. Jane is unable to solve this complicated mystery. As Jane save Rochester‘s life, he 

begins to love her; Jane also begins to love him. Another complication arises when Jane 

comes to know that Rochester is going to marry Miss Ingram. She becomes hopeless and 

her heart is broken. 

 The most complicated situation arises when Mr. Mason, a stranger, comes to 

Thornfield Hall. Rochester is very much disturbed by his presence. At night Jane hears a 

savage, sharp and shrill sound. It came out of the third storey, and from the room just 

above her chamber ceiling. Someone is crying for help. Someone goes to the chamber 

and something falls. Jane and other guests of the house come out of their 

chambers.Rochester comes from the upper story with a candle in his hand and he 

explains them that a servant has had the nightmare, and all the guests return to their 

rooms. 

 After sometime Rochester comes to Jane and goes with her to the third story of the 

house. They go in a room and there is also another room within. A snarling, snatching, 

sound almost like a dog quarrelling is coming from that room. Mason, the stranger is 

sitting in an arm- chair and his arm is bleeding. Rochester asks Jane to serve him till he 
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come back. After two hours Rochester returns with a surgeon, named carter. He dresses 

his wound and Rochester sends him away with the surgeon before sun- rise. 

CRISIS 

 A period of crisis comes in her life of Mrs. Reed and Jane. Her son, John Reed died 

in London. He ruined his health and estate amongst the worst men and women. He got 

into debt and into jail. Mrs. Reed is very much shocked by his death and the loss of money 

and fear of poverty are quiet breaking her down. Soon she dies and her daughter 

Georgiana goes to London with her uncle and Eliza goes to a religious house near Lisle.  

 Jane comes to know that Mrs. Reed did not tell her about her uncle, john Eyre, who 

wanted to give her all his fortune. Rochester proposes to marry Jane and all the 

preparations for marriage is made. Before her marriage a strange woman comes to Jane‘s 

room at night and tore her wedding- dress into pieces. Jane is very much scares of this 

incident. 

 When Jane and Rochester go to the church for marriage, Mr.Mason comes there 

and reveals the mystery that Rochester is a married man and his wife is living at 

Thornfield Hall. He declares that he is his wife‘s brother. Everybody is astonished to hear it 

and the marriage is not performed. Rochester accepts and tells them that his wife is mad. 

Jane refuses to be Rochester‘s mistress and leaves Thornfield Hall. 

RESOLUTION 

 Now begins the resolution of the crisis. Leaving Thornfied Hall Jane wanders 

across the door of Rev. St. John Rivers. His sisters, Mary and Diana are very kind to her. 

Jane is happy with them. After some time Diana and Mary leave for a distant place and 

Rivers and Jane go to Morton. Jane becomes a mistress that Jane is his cousin. Jane is 

very happy at the thought that she has some relatives in the world twenty thousand 

pounds for her Jane wants to divide her money equally between her cousins. All were 

happy and Rivers proposes to Jane. 
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CONCLUSION 

 Soon follows the conclusion Jane cannot forget Rochester. She has no information 

about him. She writes to Mrs. Fairfax, but gets no responses. One night Jane hears 

Rochester calling her. She goes to Thornfield Hall. It is burned down by his mad wife and 

she is dead. Rochester is now helpless, blind and cripple and is living at Manor house. 

Jane goes to him and they marry. A child is born to them and Rochester recovers the sight 

of one eye through treatment. Jane is very happy with Rochester their love is true. Diana 

and Mary are also married and are happy with their husbands. Rivers goes to India as a 

missionary. 

 The above classification shows that the plot of Jane Eyre is perfectly united. No 

event is found to be useless. From the beginning to the end of the story runs organically. 

2. WHAT ARE THE MAJOR THEMES OF JANE EYRE? 

 Jane Eyre was published under the name of Currer Bell. It is an autobiographical 

novel reveals the love story of Charlotte Bronte. Love Versus autonomy. Social Class is 

the major theme of the novel 

Jane Eyre is very much the story of a quest to be loved. Jane searches not just for 

romantic love but, also for a sense of being valued of belonging. Thus Jane says to Helen 

Burns to gain some real affection from you, or Miss Temple or any other whom, I truly 

love, I would willingly submit to have the bone of my arm broken, or to let a bull toss me, 

or to stand behind a kicking horse, and let it dash its hoof at my chest. Yet, over the 

course of the book, Jane must learn to gain love without sacrificing and harming herself in 

the process. 

 Jane‘s fear of losing her autonomy motivates her refusal of Rochester‘s marriage 

proposal. Jane mistress and sacrificing her own integrity for the sake of emotional 

gratification. On the other hand, her life that at Moor house tests her in the opposite 
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manner. There, she enjoys economic independence and engages in worthwhile and useful 

work, teaching the poor; yet she lacks emotional sustenance. Although St. John proposes 

marriage, offering her a partnership built around a common purpose, Jane knows their 

marriage would remain loveless. 

 Nonetheless, the events of Jane‘s stay at the Moor House are necessary tests of 

Jane‘s autonomy. Only after proving her self-efficiency to herself. She marries Rochester. 

Jane says ‗ I am husband‘s life as fully as he is mine…To be together is for us to be at 

once as free as in solitude as gay as in company…We are precisely suited in character, 

perfect concord is the result.‘  

SOCIAL CLASS 

 Jane Eyre is a critical of Victorian England‘s strict social hierarchy. Bronte‘s 

exploration of the complicated social position of governess is perhaps the novel‘s most 

important treatment of this theme. Like Heathcliff in Wuthering Heights. Jane is a figure of 

ambiguous class standing and consequently. A source of extreme tension for the 

characters around her.Jane‘s manners, sophistication and education are those of an 

aristocrat, because Victorian governess, who tortured children in etiquette as well as 

academics, were expected to possess ―the culture‖ of the aristocracy. Yet, as paid 

employees, they were more or less treated as servants; thus, Jane remains penniless and 

powerless while at Thornfield. Jane‘s understanding of the double standard crystallizes. 

When she becomes aware of her feelings for Rochester; she is hid intellectual, but not his 

social, equal. Even before the crisis surrounding, Bertha Mason, Jane is hesitant to marry. 

Rochester because she senses that she would feel indebted to him for ―condescending‖ to 

marry her. Jane distress which appears most strongly seems to be Bronte‘s critique of 

Victorian class attitudes. 

 Jane herself speaks out against class prejudice at certain moments in the book. 

She chastises Rochester: ―Do you think, because I am poor, obscure, plain and little, I am 
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soulless and heartless? You think wrong! I have as much soul as you- and full as much 

heart! And if God had gifted me with some beauty and much wealth, I should have made it 

as hard for you to leave me, as it is now for me to leave you‖. However it is also important 

to note that nowhere in Jane Eyre are society‘s boundaries bent. Ultimately, Jane is only 

able to marry Rochester as his equal because she has almost magically come into her 

own in heritance from her uncle. 

3. EXPLAIN TREATMENT OF LOVE IN “JANE EYRE” 

INTRODUCTION 

 Jane Eyre is pre minutely a love story which is given rather an unconventional 

treatment. The novel deals with Jane, the heroine‘s love for her employer, Rochester and 

his love for her. The love affair begins in a calm atmosphere at Thornfield Hall, but is 

violently disturbed by mysterious happenings and the marriage is stopped and the heroine 

leaves the hero. But still she loves him and is eventually united with him. The love story is 

the principal concern of the novelist and all the other episodes in the novel are mere 

accessories. 

UNUSUAL AND UNCONVENTIONAL LOVE 

 The love story in the novel is most unusual because, unlike the heroine‘s who are 

beautiful in the other novels in this novel Jane is a plain and simple girl without beauty or 

rank. She falls in love with Rochester, who is double her age. Rochester is by no means a 

handsome man. Besides he is a married man and his wife is mad and is living in the same 

house in a room in the top, storey of the house. Rochester is attracted by Jane‘s 

education, moral sense and strong character. 

JANE’S INDIVIDUALITY 

 Jane retains her individuality throughout Rochester‘s court ship with her. She is not 

ready to please him if what he wants her to do offends her dignity as a woman. She is not 

willing to go against the dictates of her conscience. That is why, when the marriage is 
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stopped, Rochester pleads with her to live with him and give him company, she refuses to 

be his mistress. 

TRUE LOVE 

Jane loves Rochester deeply, profoundly and passionately. Being a modest 

woman, she never expresses her love to him, but keeps it to herself. Though she leaves 

him after the marriage is stopped, her love for him neither falters nor diminishes. She does 

not accept the proposal of St. John Rivers, because she still loves Rochester. St. John 

gives her maximum pressure to accept his proposal and when she is about to yield his 

pressure, she hears Rochester‘s voice calling her. So she resolves to go in search of 

Rochester. She finds Rochester a helpless man. He is blind and is crippling. She accepts 

him and serves him as his eye and his one hand. Rochester‘s love for Jane is equally 

passionate and ardent. Their love for each other is so true that it does not change with 

change of fortune or place. The power of their true love keeps them happy even many 

years of marriage 

CONCLUSION 

 The intensity and the fervor of love on both sides, the constancy of love on both 

sides and the almost obsessive nature of this love on both sides make it highly a romantic 

affair. The mutual love between Jane and Rochester makes her think herself to be her 

husband‘s vey wife as fully as her life. There is perfect concord between Jane and 

Rochester in their married life. 

4. Critical analysis of the character Jane Eyre. 

 Jane Eyre, the heroine of the novel, is not a conventional heroine. She presents a 

new conception of heroine-vigorous, active, energetic and full of zest for life. She is not 

rich and beautiful, but she is plain and simple. She is an orphan. In this novel, we observe 

her as a child, teacher, and governess and as a lover. 
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An unfortunate child 

Jane is a child of ten years. She is an orphan. Her father was a poor clergyman and 

her mother married him against the wishes of her friends and father. Her grandfather was 

very much irritated with her disobedience that he cut her off without a shilling. After one 

year of their marriage, her husband caught the typhus fever and her mother caught the 

infection from him and both died within a month of each other. 

 Jane‘s uncle, Mr. Reed brought her to his home, but he too died soon and Mrs. 

Reed and her children started to torture her. She was not allowed to sit in the drawing 

room and to read their books and to play with their toys. John Reed, her cousin often 

inflicted physical torture upon her and Mrs. Reed and the servants of the family never 

favored her. Often she locked herself in the red room where her uncle had died. 

Lover of books and nature 

 Jane is a lover of books and nature. In the beginning of the novel, we find her 

reading a book and at intervals, while turning over the leaves of her book, she is studying 

the aspect of that winter afternoon, afar it offers a pale blank of mist and cloud; near a 

scene of wet lawn and storm-beat shrub, with ceaseless rain sweeping away wildly before 

a long and lamentable blast. Birds that are a part of nature are dear to Jane. She tells us 

that ―My hungry robin, which came and chirruped on the twigs of the leafless cheer tree 

nailed against the wall near the casement. The remains of my breakfast of bread and milk 

stood on the table and having crumbled a morsel of rolls, were tugging at the sash to put 

out the crumbs on the window sill‖. 

Wants protection and security 

 At Gateshead Hall, Jane is very much tortured and troubled. She is very much 

afraid of these inflictions and wants protection and security. When Mr. Lloyd, the 

apothecary comes to cure her, she feels protected. She tells us that, ―he departed to my 

grief. I felt so sheltered and befriended while he sat in the chair near my pillow and as she 
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closed the door after him, all the room darkened and my heart sank again in an 

inexpressible sadness that weighed it down‖. 

 It is due to the lack of protection that the thought of death comes to her mind and 

she sees strange visions. She feels that Mr. Reed‘s spirit harassed by the wrongs of his 

sister‘s child, might quit is abode and rise before her in the chamber. She is mentally 

disturbed and sad at heart. 

 At Lowood School, she is very happy and satisfied under the protection of her 

cousins and ultimately she is secured and protected by Mr. Rochester. 

Views on poverty 

Even as a child, Jane was clever enough to understand the problems created by 

poverty. When Mr. Lloyd asks her if she will not like to go to her poor relatives, if there are 

any, she replies that, ―Poverty looks grim to grown people, still more to children; they have 

not much idea of industrious, working, respectable poverty, they think of the world only a s 

connected with ragged clothes, scanty food, fitness grates, rude manners, debasing vices. 

Poverty for me was synonymous with degradation. I was not heroic enough to purchase 

liberty at the price of caste‖. 

Love for life 

 Though Jane is an unfortunate girl and she has to face many difficulties in her life, 

but she finds it beautiful and wants to live. When Mr. Brocklehurst asks her if she will like 

to go to hell, she answers that she does not like to die. When Helen Burns is seriously ill 

and at the verge of death, Jane reflects,‖ How sad to be lying now on a sick bed and to be 

in danger of dying! This world is pleasant. It would be dreary to be called from it and to 

have is go, who knows where?‖ 

Hard working 

 Jane is a hardworking girl. Though in the beginning, at Lowood School, she has to 

struggle with difficulties in habituating herself to new rules and unwanted tasks, but it is 
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through her hard work that she soon learns French and drawing. After completing her 

studies, she becomes a teacher at Lowood School. Soon she becomes a governess at the 

Thornfield Hall and afterwards she learns German and little Hindustani. 

 She doesn‘t like ideal life. She always wants to be active. She tells that, ― I did not 

like re- entering Thornfield to pass its threshold was to return to stagnation: to cross the 

silent hall, to ascend the darksome stairs, to seek my little room and then to meet tranquil 

Mrs. Fairfax and spend the long winter evening with her, and her only, was to quell wholly 

the faint excitement wakened by my walk to lip again over my faculties the viewless fetters 

of a uniform and too still existence. 

Sympathy even for her tormentors 

Jane has sympathy even for her tormentors Mrs. Reed and her children. Though 

she has promised not to see her again, but when she is called there and comes to know 

about her illness and her son‘s death, she goes back to Gateshed Hall. When Mrs. Reed 

also dies, she stays there for sometime at the request of her daughters and helps them. 

Though Mr. Rochester has cheated her, he does not tell her about his first marriage 

and wants to keep her as his mistress, she is unable to forget him, and has deep love and 

sympathy for him. 

Keen observer 

 Jane Eyre is a keen observer. When Mr.  Rochester disguises himself as a sibyl, 

nobody doubts her to be Rochester, but it is Jane alone who discoveries the truth. When 

she notices the sibyl‘s hand and the ring studded with a gem, she at once recognizes her 

as Mr. Rochester. She tells us that ―something of masquerade I suspected. I knew gipsy 

and fortune- tellers did not express themselves as this seeming old woman had expressed 

herself; besides, I had noted her feigned voice, her anxiety to conceal her features‖. 
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Love for Rochester 

 Jane‘s love for Rochester is true and great. At the time of their marriage she comes 

to know the secret of Rochester‘s first marriage and she refuses to be his mistress and 

leaves Thornfield Hall. But she never forgets him even for a moment. When St. John 

Rivers proposes her to marry him, she hears Rochester‘s voice calling ‗Jane‘! Jane! Jane!‘ 

she at once returns to Thornfield Hall. She finds that everything is burnt to ashes and 

Rochester is a blind and cripple as her husband and is very much happy with him. ―My 

Edward and I, then are happy: I know what it is to live entirely for what and with what I 

loved best on earth. I hold myself supremely blest – blest beyond what language can 

express; because I am my husband‘s life as fully as he is mine. No woman was ever 

newer to her mate than I am: even more absolutely bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh. 

All my confidence is bestowed on him, all his confidence is devoted to me; we are 

precisely suited in character- perfect concord is the result.‖ 

Conclusion 

 In the portraiture of Jane, Charlotte‘s personality is reflected Jane is a teacher and 

governess, as Charlotte in real life was. Jane‘s hatred of hypocrisy and sham in religion is 

again, reflective of Charlotte‘s own. Charlotte presents in Jane a plain young girl belonging 

to the middle class working her way up by the sheer force of her character and 

personality. 

5. Critical analysis of the character Mr. Edward Rochester. 

Not a conventional hero 

Like Jane Eyre, the hero of the novel, Mr. Edward Rochester is not also a 

conventional hero. He is not handsome and virtuous but ugly in facial appearance and 

strong in body constitution. When Jane first saw him she ―traced the general points of 

middle height and considerable breadth of chest‖. He had a dark, face with stern features 

and heavy brow; his eyes and gathered eyebrows looked ireful, he was past youth, but 



CDOE - ODL II B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER III UNIT – 1-5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
156 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

had not reached middle age; perhaps he might be thirty- five. ‗He was dark strong and 

stern‘.  He had ‗granite-hero features and fine great dark eyes.‘ 

Keen observation 

Rochester is a man of keen observation. When Jane tells him about her paintings 

he says, ―well fetch me your portfolio, if you can vouch for its contents being original; but 

don‘t pass your word unless you are certain. I can recognize a patchwork.‖ He observes 

Jane only for some time and soon analyses her personality in this way, ― I see you laugh 

rarely; but you can laugh very merrily, believe me, you are not naturally austere, any more 

than I am naturally vicious. The Lowood constraint still clings to you somewhat; controlling 

your features muffling your voice, and restricting your limbs; and your fear in the presence 

of a man and a brother- or what you will- to smile too gaily, speak too freely, or move too 

quickly; but in time, I think you will be natural with me, as I find it impossible to be 

conventional with you; and then your looks  and movements will have more vivacity and 

variety than they dare offer now. I see at intervals the glance of a curious sort of bird 

through the close- set bass of a cage: a vivid restless, resolute captive is there; were it but 

free, it would soar cloud-high.‖ 

A lively man 

 Before Rochester‘s arrival Thornfield Hall is quite a silent place. There life is very 

dull and uninteresting. When Rochester, the owner of Thornfield Hall, comes here it is 

totally changed. It is full of life, ―I discerned in the course of the morning that Thornfield 

Hall was a changed place. No longer silent as a church, it echoed every hour or two to a 

knock at the door or a clang of the bell… A rill from the outer world was flowing through it.‖ 

Even the kitchen, the butler‘s pantry, the servant‘s hall and the entrance hall are equally 

live. 

 As Rochester is wealthy, he maintains a good position. Everybody likes him. Often 

he arranges big parties at home. Mrs. Fairfax tells Jane, that ―Mr. Rochester is so talented 
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and so lively in society, that he is general favorite.‖ When he invites a company to his 

house, all the guests are happy in his presence. If he is absent from the house, dullness 

pervades it. ―Mr. Rochester and because closely connected with him Miss. Ingram were 

the soul and life of the party. If he was absent from the room an hour, a perceptible 

dullness seemed to steal over the spirits of his guests; his re-entrance was sure to give a 

fresh impulse to the vivacity of conversation.‖ 

A licentious man 

 As Rochester cannot live a happy married life because of the madness of his wife, 

Bertha Mason, he becomes licentious and seeks the company of mistresses. H e himself 

tells Jane that, ―yet I could not live alone; so I tried the companionship of mistresses. The 

first I chose was CelinVarens. Celine Varens was the French opera- dancer, Adela‘s 

mother, but she was not at all faithful to me and I left her. She had two successors; an 

Italian and a German; both considered singularly handsome.‖ 

 Afterwards, he is very much attracted towards Miss. Ingram and he declares that he 

is going to marry her. But he does not marry her, he suspects or almost believes that she 

does not love him but only his purse. After it he tries to make Jane his mistress. 

Rough in manner 

 Rochester is very rough in his manner with Jane from the very beginning. He 

himself invites Jane to take tea with him but when she goes to him, he tries to ignore her. 

Jane reads his feelings through his face, ―and there was something in the forced stiff bow, 

in the impatient yet formal tone, which seemed further to express‖ what the deuce is to me 

whether Miss Eyre be there or not? At this moment I am not disposed to accost her. 

Though he begins to love Jane but, for a long time he plays with her feelings. On 

one hand be shows her that he loves her, but on the other he tells her that he is going to 

marry Miss. Ingram and rudely asks her to leave Thornfield. When Jane is completely 

hopeless and heart-broken, he tells her that he feigned courtship with because he wished 
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to render her as madly in love with him as he was with her. First he cruelly breaks little 

Jane‘s heart and then tries to console her. 

Treacherous 

 Rochester is a deceitful man. He is ready to marry Jane without disclosing anything 

about his comment in this respect is not quotable, ―nor can one deny that his conduct to 

Miss Eyre is abominable. If he had proposed to her to ignore the existence of the mad 

Mrs. Rochester, he would have acted like a rape, but not like a sneak. But the attempt to 

entrap Jane into a bigamous connection by concealing the wife‘s existence, is a piece of 

treasury for which it is hard to forgive him…One may take a lenient view of a man who 

choses by his own will to annual is marriage to a filthy lunatic; but he was a knave for 

trying to entrap a defenseless girl by a mock ceremony.‖  

Not a happy man 

 Though Mr. Rochester is a rich man and maintains a good social position but he is 

very sad at heart. The cause of his unhappiness is his mad wife, Bertha Rochester. He 

cannot find peace anywhere and goes from one country to another and tries to seek some 

happiness in the company of mistress, but at last he has to leave them all. 

 When his marriage with Jane is interrupted, his heart is broken and goes to 

Thornfield Hall with the priest and the lawyer stunned to see her. She violently grapples 

his throat and bites his cheek. She is very big in stature and powerful. He sadly tells them, 

―That is my wife, such is the sole conjugal embrace I am ever to know- such are the 

endearments which are to solace my leisure hours!‖ He tells Jane that, ― after a youth and 

manhood passed half in unutterable misery and half in dreary solitude, I have for the first 

time found what I can truly love.‖ 

 He is greatly shocked when Jane leaves him. After her departure he always 

remembers her and becomes a recluse. Thornfield Hall is burnt to ashes and he becomes 

a blind and a cripple. 
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His love for Jane 

 Though Rochester deceives Jane but he loves her more than himself. When Jane 

leaves him. He is totally ruined and when she comes back, he is happy again. We for the 

first time realize that he is attracted towards Jane, When she saves his life. Rochester 

wants to intensify Jane‘s love for him so, he shows her that he is soon going to marry Miss 

Ingram and she has to leave Thornfield Hall. Jane is greatly shocked and tells him that it is 

very hard for her to leave him forever. Now Rochester is confirmed that Jane also him and 

he declares to marry her soon. Though, before his meeting with Jane, Rochester had 

many mistresses, but his love for her is true. He is totally under her influence. She pleases 

him and masters him. When Jane returns to him, he cannot believe it. He thinks her to be 

vision, a spirit. When he is sure of her existence he is overjoyed. After her return he is 

hopeful of his future:  

  ―Her coming was my hope each day 

  Her parting was pain; 

  The chance that did her steps delay 

  Was ice in every vein?‖ 

 ‗   

Finally, he marries her and both are extremely happy with each other. 

Jealous 

Rochester is jealous also. When he comes to know that Jane was living with John 

Rivers, he is jealous of them and calls Rivers her husband. 

 We may best conclude Rochester‘s character in the words of Christian 

Remembrances. Not an Adonis, but Hercules in mind and body, with a frame of adamant, 

a brow of thunder and a lightning eye, a look and voice of command, all- knowing and all 

discerning, fierce in love and hatred, rough in manner, rude in courtship, with a shade of 
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Byronic gloom and appetizing mystery-add to this that when loved he is past middle age, 

and when wedded he is blind and fire scarred. 

6. Critical analysis of the character Helen Burns. 

Brief appearance 

 Helen Burns, Jane‘s friend at Lowood School, appears only for a short while in the 

novel. She dies of consumption. She is thin, pale and little child endowed with many 

qualities of head and heart. Though, she dies soon she wins our praise and sympathy.  

An intelligent child 

 Helen Burns is a very intelligent child. We may judge her intelligence when a 

chapter having been read through twice, the books are closed and the girls are examined. 

The lesson has comprised part of reign of Charles I, and there are sundry questions about 

tonnage and poundage, and ship money, which most of the students are unable to 

answer, but Helen answers all the questions and every difficult is solved instantly when it 

reaches Burns. Her memory seems to have retained the substance of the whole lesson, 

and she is read with answers on every point. 

Endurance 

 Helen Burns has much endurance. Miss scatcherd inflicts severe punishments on 

her, but she tolerates everything silently and even does not complain about it to her 

friends. Miss Scatcherd never admires qualities; she always scolds her and punishes her. 

She orders her to bring a bundle of twigs tied together at one end. She brings it and gives 

it to Miss. Scatcherd with a respectful courtesy and without being told unlooses her 

pinafore, the teacher inflicts on her neck a dozen strokes with the bunch of twigs. Not a 

tear comes to her eyes and her facial expression is not at all changed. She believes that, ― 

it is far better to endure patiently a smart which nobody feels but yourself than to commit a 

hasty action whose evil consequences will extend to all connected with you; and besides , 

the Bible bids us return good for evil.‖ 
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Her weakness 

 Helen Burns is aware of her faults. When Jane calls Miss.Scathered cruel, Helen 

replies ―cruel?‖ Not at all! She is severe; she dislikes my faults.‖ When Jane tells her that 

she does not see any fault in her, She replies, ― Then learn from me, not to judge by 

appearances. I am as Miss. Scatcherd said, slatternly; I seldom put, and never keep 

things in order; I am careless; I forget rules; I read when I should learn my lessons; I have 

no method; and sometimes to systematic arrangements. This is all very provoking to 

Miss.Scatcherd, who is naturally neat, punctual and very particular. 

Serious for her goal 

  Helen Burns is very serious about her goal. When Jane says that she is very much 

punished here and she must wish to leave Lowood, She replies, ―No, Why should I? I was 

sent to Lowood to get an education; and it would be of no use going away until I have 

attained that object.‖ 

Prefers reading to play 

 Helen Burns is serious by nature. She has no interest in games. While other 

children are busy in playing and enjoying the beauties of nature,We may find Burns, 

absorbed silent, abstracted from all round her by the companionship of a book. 

Her faith in god 

 Helen Burns has much faith in God. Before her death she is very happy that she is 

going to her ‗last home‘. She says to Jane that, ―I am very happy, Jane; and when you 

hear that I am dead, you must be sure and not grieve: there is nothing to grieve about. We 

all must die one day, and the illness which is removing me is not painful; it‘s gentle and 

gradual; my mind is at rest…by dying young, I shall escape great sufferings.‖ 

 She has faith in God, her conscience is very clear and she cannot even her 

anything wrong about anybody. She knows that ‗the Bible bids us return good for evil.‘ 

An ideal for Jane 
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 Helen Burns is an ideal for Jane. Jane is attracted towards her for her good 

qualities. She is wonderstruck at her tolerance, intelligence, at her mature thinking and 

fearlessness. At Lowood school it is Helen Burns Who gives Jane strength to adjust 

herself to her new surroundings. 

Conclusion 

 According to G.H. Lewes, ―Helen Burns is lovely and lovable; true, we believe, even 

in her exalted spirituality and her religious fervor: a character at once eminently ideal and 

accurately real. ―In the opinion of Christian remembrance,‖ The feeblest character in the 

book is that of Helen Burns, who is meant to be a perfect Christian, and is a simple 

seraph, conscious moreover of her own perfection. She dies early in the first volume, and 

our authoress might say of her saint, as Shakespeare said of his Mercutio, ―If I had not 

killed her, she would have killed me.‖ In her, however, the Christianity of Jane Eyre is 

concentrated and with her it expires, leaving the moral world in a kind of Scandinavian 

gloom…‖ 

 

SECTION 4.3 The Moonstone - Wilkie Collins 

 

4.3.1– About the Text 

"The Moonstone" written by Wilkie Collins, Published in 1868. It is celebrated as 

one of the earliest and finest examples of detective fiction in English literature. The novel 

is renowned for its innovative narrative structure, complex characters, and exploration of 

themes such as identity, morality, and the impact of colonialism. 

"The Moonstone" remains a classic in detective fiction and Victorian literature, 

praised for its intricate plot, psychological depth, and exploration of contemporary social 
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issues. It influenced subsequent generations of writers and remains relevant for its 

timeless themes and engaging storytelling. 

Wilkie Collins employs a multi-narrative structure in "The Moonstone," with each 

section presented from the perspective of different characters. This technique allows for 

varying viewpoints and interpretations of events, enriching the reader's understanding of 

the mystery and the motivations behind the characters' actions. 

4.3.2– About the Writer 

Wilkie Collins, the author of "The Moonstone," was a prominent English novelist 

and playwright born on January 8, 1824, in London, England. He was the son of William 

Collins, a landscape painter, and his mother, Harriet Geddes, was the daughter of a Royal 

Academician. Collins came from an artistic and literary background, which likely influenced 

his own creative endeavors. 

Throughout his career, Collins explored themes such as identity, betrayal, social 

justice, and the complexities of human relationships. His writing often featured intricate 

plots, unconventional narrative techniques, and psychologically rich characterizations. 

Collins' works were known for their realism and attention to detail, drawing inspiration from 

his observations of Victorian society and its contradictions. 

 Wilkie Collins' literary achievements, particularly his groundbreaking novel "The 

Moonstone," underscore his significance as a writer who pushed the boundaries of 

storytelling and genre conventions. His exploration of complex characters, intricate plots, 

and social commentary continue to resonate with readers and scholars alike, cementing 

his status as a pioneering figure in Victorian literature. 

 

4.3.3– Summary 
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The Moonstone opens with a written account of the large, yellow, Moonstone 

diamond, sacred to Hindus as the centerpiece in their idol of the god of the Moon. It has 

been commanded that three Brahmin priests must always guard the stone. John 

Herncastle, while fighting for the British Army in India in 1799, killed the three Brahmins 

who were then guarding the diamond and took it back to England with him. 

The novel shifts forward to the mid-1800s. Gabriel Betteredge, steward to Lady 

Verinder, born Julia Herncastle, has been asked by Franklin Blake, Lady Verinder's 

nephew, to write a full account of the events surrounding the theft of the Moonstone from 

Lady Verinder's house. Sir John Herncastle, a dishonorable man and family outcast, has 

left the Moonstone to Lady Verinder's daughter Rachel to be given to her on her 

eighteenth birthday. Franklin Blake has been appointed to deliver the diamond. Franklin 

suspects that John Herncastle knew that his life was in danger because of the Moonstone 

and that John had willed the ill-fated diamond to Rachel as a gesture of malice towards 

Lady Verinder. Franklin's suspicions are further roused when he notices Indian men 

following him, both in London and at Lady Verinder's country estate. 

On the night of Rachel's birthday, her cousin Godfrey Ablewhite, a famous 

philanthropist, arrives and proposes marriage to her. Rachel, obviously in love with 

Franklin, refuses him. Franklin presents her with the diamond, which she wears through a 

dinner party and then places in her sitting room overnight. In the morning, the diamond is 

gone and Superintendent Seegrave of the local police is called. Rachel acts strangely, 

refusing to help with the investigation and treats Franklin harshly. Seegrave proves himself 

inept, and Franklin calls for the famed Sergeant Cuff of London to take over the case. Cuff 

suspects Rosanna Spearman, a housemaid of Lady Verinder's and a reformed thief, of 

having played a part in the theft. Cuff believes that Rosanna was working in cooperation 

with Rachel Verinder, who stole her own diamond to pay personal debts. Several days 

after the theft, Cuff tracks Rosanna and finds that she has gone to great pains to hide a 
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package and has then committed suicide. Lady Verinder's household is in disarray at the 

startling news of Rosanna's death and the incredible news of Cuff's suspicion of honest 

Rachel. Cuff is dismissed from the case, and Lady Verinder moves her household to 

London in hopes of distracting Rachel, who seems distraught, but will not explain herself. 

Miss Clack, a satirical character of hypocritical piety, contributes the next narrative 

in London and describes the circumstances under which Rachel reluctantly agreed to 

marry Godfrey Ablewhite and then broke off the engagement. Mr. Bruff, the family lawyer, 

next explains that Rachel broke off the engagement because she had information that 

Godfrey intended to marry her for money (Lady Verinder has recently died, and Rachel is 

now an heiress). Mr. Bruff also notes the continued presence of the Indians in London, 

who seem to have tracked the diamond to the bank of one moneylender, Septimus Luker, 

to whom the diamond seems to have been pledged. 

Franklin Blake, the next narrator, describes his discovery that Rosanna Spearman 

has left a letter to him that explains the motivation of her suicide—she was in love with him 

and had concealed evidence that he was the thief of the Moonstone. But she killed herself 

when he continued to ignore her. Franklin is astounded—he has no memory of taking the 

gem, but an interview with Rachel confirms that she saw Franklin take the gem with her 

own eyes. 

Franklin continues investigating, hoping to clear his name. Ezra Jennings, assistant 

to Lady Verinder's doctor, Dr. Candy, provides an explanation. Mr. Candy fell ill the night 

of Rachel's birthday and had been nearly unintelligible since, but Jennings believes that 

Candy had given Franklin a dose of opium without telling him in order to settle a dispute 

about modern medicine. Franklin took the diamond under the influence of the drug, 

reacting to his anxiety about the safety of the gem. This hypothesis is proven when 

Jennings stages a reenactment of the night the gem was stolen, and Franklin replicates 
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his actions exactly, again under the influence of opium. Franklin is vindicated, and Franklin 

and Rachel are reconciled and engaged. 

Back in London, Mr. Bruff has tracked the diamond from Septimus Luker to a sailor 

with a dark complexion. When Franklin and Sergeant Cuff locate the sailor, the man has 

been killed. The sailor is Godfrey Ablewhite, disguised. Cuff correctly determines that 

Godfrey has been leading a double life. Franklin, under in the influence of opium, had 

given the gem to Godfrey after taking it from Rachel's room and asked Godfrey to store it 

safely in his father's bank. Godfrey had kept the gem and pawned it for money and had 

just redeemed it and was planning to take it to Europe to be cut up and sold. He had been 

killed by the Indians, who have returned to India with the Moonstone and restored it to the 

forehead of their idol. 

4.3.4– Characters  

Rachel Verinder 

Rachel Verinder is the young and wealthy heiress who receives the Moonstone 

diamond as a birthday gift. She is described as beautiful, intelligent, and initially naive 

about the complexities of adult life. Rachel's character evolves throughout the novel as 

she navigates the consequences of the diamond's theft. Her loyalty to those she loves, 

particularly Franklin Blake, and her resilience in facing challenges make her a central 

figure in the story. 

Franklin Blake 

Franklin Blake is Rachel's cousin and one of the primary suspects in the theft of the 

Moonstone. He is portrayed as impulsive, yet well-intentioned, and deeply in love with 

Rachel. Blake's character undergoes significant development as he grapples with guilt 

over his actions under the influence of opium and strives to uncover the truth behind the 

diamond's disappearance. His determination and emotional turmoil drive much of the plot's 

progression. 
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Sergeant Cuff 

Sergeant Cuff is a highly skilled detective hired to investigate the theft of the 

Moonstone. Known for his sharp intellect, keen observation skills, and methodical 

approach, Cuff is determined to solve the mystery despite initial setbacks. He becomes a 

central figure in unraveling the complexities surrounding the diamond and uncovering the 

truth. Cuff's dedication to his profession and his unconventional methods make him a 

memorable character in detective fiction. 

Ezra Jennings 

Ezra Jennings is a mysterious and enigmatic character introduced later in the 

novel. He is a skilled chemist and a former assistant to Dr. Candy. Jennings becomes 

involved in the investigation through his scientific experiments, which aim to recreate the 

circumstances of Franklin Blake's actions under the influence of opium. His role in the 

resolution of the mystery and his complex backstory add depth to the narrative, offering a 

perspective on redemption and justice. 

Godfrey Ablewhite 

Godfrey Ablewhite is a respected philanthropist and friend of the Verinder family. 

He is also a rival suitor for Rachel's affection. Ablewhite's outward charm and benevolence 

mask a darker side, as his true intentions and involvement in the theft of the Moonstone 

are gradually revealed. His character serves as a critique of Victorian societal 

expectations and hypocrisy, particularly concerning appearances versus reality. 

 Gabriel Betteredge 

Gabriel Betteredge is the loyal and steadfast steward of the Verinder household. He 

is deeply devoted to his employer, Rachel, and is committed to helping solve the mystery 

of the Moonstone. Betteredge's adherence to superstitions and his belief in the power of 

Robinson Crusoe as a guide to life add a humorous and insightful dimension to his 
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character. His narrative perspective provides a grounded view amid the novel's intrigue 

and uncertainty. 

Rosanna Spearman 

Rosanna Spearman is a reformed criminal and housemaid in the Verinder 

household. She harbors unrequited feelings for Franklin Blake and becomes entangled in 

the mystery surrounding the Moonstone. Rosanna's tragic backstory and internal conflict 

add a poignant layer to her character, highlighting themes of redemption and forgiveness. 

Her actions and sacrifices play a significant role in the resolution of the novel's central 

mystery. 

4.3.5– Glossary 

1. Opulent - Wealthy 

2. Inexplicable - Unexplainable 

3. Enigma - Mystery 

4. Intrigue - Scheme 

5. Scrutiny - Examination 

6. Apprehensive - Anxious 

7. Surreptitious - Secretive 

8. Alibi - Excuse 

9. Incriminate - Accuse 

10. Proprietor – Owner 

4.3.6– Self-Assessment Questions 

1. What is the Moonstone? 

A) A valuable diamond     B) A rare painting  

C) An ancient manuscript    D) A mythical sword 

2. Who is the original owner of the Moonstone? 
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A) Rachel Verinder  B) Colonel Herncastle   

C) Gabriel Betteredge   D) Godfrey Ablewhite 

3. On which occasion does the Moonstone disappear? 

A) Rachel Verinder's birthday        B) A Christmas party 

C) Colonel Herncastle's funeral         D) A wedding ceremony 

4. Who is the first person to investigate the theft of the Moonstone? 

A) Sergeant Cuff    B) Franklin Blake   C) Gabriel Betteredge    D) Mr. Bruff 

5. What profession does Mr. Candy practice? 

A) Lawyer  B) Doctor  C) Detective  D) Jeweler 

6. Which character is in love with Rachel Verinder? 

A) Godfrey Ablewhite  B) Sergeant Cuff   C) Franklin Blake   D) Gabriel Betteredge 

7.  Who is discovered to have taken the Moonstone under the influence of opium? 

A) Godfrey Ablewhite   B) Franklin Blake   C) Rachel Verinder   D) Ezra Jennings 

8. Who helps Franklin Blake uncover the truth about the theft? 

A) Sergeant Cuff   B) Ezra Jennings   C) Mr. Bruff    D) Rosanna Spearman 

9.  What is the ultimate fate of the Moonstone? 

A) It is sold at auction    B) It is returned to its original place in India 

C) It is lost forever         D) It is kept by Rachel Verinder 

10. Which character is revealed to be the villain and responsible for the major deceit 

in the story? 

A) Godfrey Ablewhite   B) Franklin Blake 

C) Colonel Herncastle   D) Gabriel Betteredge 

 

 

 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 
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1. Describe the significance of the Moonstone in the novel. 

The Moonstone is a valuable diamond originally taken from a Hindu temple by 

Colonel Herncastle. Its significance lies not only in its material value but also in its 

symbolic and cultural importance. It represents colonial plunder and carries a curse, which 

drives the plot of the novel. The theft of the Moonstone and the subsequent attempts to 

recover it highlight themes of greed, guilt, and the consequences of imperialism. 

2. Who is Sergeant Cuff and what role does he play in the story? 

Sergeant Cuff is a renowned detective hired to investigate the theft of the 

Moonstone. Known for his sharp observation skills and methodical approach, Cuff plays a 

crucial role in the initial investigation. Although he fails to solve the mystery during his 

tenure, his insights and suspicions about the involvement of household members set the 

stage for later revelations. 

3. Explain the role of opium in the novel. 

Opium plays a pivotal role in the plot of "The Moonstone." Franklin Blake, under the 

influence of opium unknowingly administered by Dr. Candy, takes the Moonstone from 

Rachel Verinder's room. This incident, initially shrouded in mystery, is later explained 

through the experiment conducted by Ezra Jennings, which replicates the circumstances 

and proves Franklin's actions were unintentional. The use of opium underscores themes of 

altered states and the unconscious mind. 

4. Discuss the character of Rachel Verinder and her development throughout the 

novel. 

Rachel Verinder, initially portrayed as a beautiful and headstrong young woman, 

undergoes significant development over the course of the novel. Her reaction to the theft 

of the Moonstone refusing to reveal what she knows to protect Franklin Blake—shows her 

loyalty and complexity. As the story progresses, Rachel's courage, independence, and 
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emotional resilience are revealed, making her a multifaceted character who grows through 

her experiences. 

5. What is the ultimate resolution of the mystery of the Moonstone? 

The mystery of the Moonstone is ultimately resolved through the combined efforts 

of Franklin Blake, Ezra Jennings, and Sergeant Cuff. It is revealed that Franklin, under the 

influence of opium, took the diamond to safeguard it. Godfrey Ablewhite is later exposed 

as the villain who attempted to sell the Moonstone to pay off his debts. The diamond is 

eventually returned to its original place in India, restoring order and fulfilling the narrative 

arc of restitution and justice. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1. Critically evaluate the role of Sergeant Cuff as a detective in "The 

Moonstone." How does he contribute to the investigation of the diamond's theft, 

and what does his character reveal about the emerging genre of detective fiction? 

Introduction 

Sergeant Cuff, the astute detective in Wilkie Collins' "The Moonstone," plays a 

pivotal role in unravelling the mystery surrounding the theft of the valuable diamond. His 

character not only drives the investigation forward but also embodies the evolving genre of 

detective fiction in Victorian literature, showcasing both its strengths and limitations. 

Role in the Investigation 

Sergeant Cuff is introduced as a highly skilled detective hired by Rachel Verinder's 

family to investigate the theft of the Moonstone. Known for his sharp observation skills and 

methodical approach, Cuff meticulously examines the crime scene, interviews witnesses, 

and scrutinizes suspects. His relentless pursuit of truth and justice is evident throughout 

the novel as he uncovers crucial clues and pieces together the complex puzzle 

surrounding the diamond's disappearance. 
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Cuff's contribution to the investigation is multifaceted 

Keen Observation Skills 

 Cuff meticulously examines physical evidence and behavioral nuances, uncovering 

details that others overlook. 

Analytical Thinking 

 He employs deductive reasoning and logical analysis to connect disparate pieces 

of information, gradually reconstructing the sequence of events leading to the theft. 

Persistence 

 Despite initial setbacks and red herrings, Cuff remains steadfast in his pursuit of 

the truth, refusing to be deterred by obstacles or false leads. 

Contribution to Detective Fiction 

Sergeant Cuff's character in "The Moonstone" reflects the emergence of detective 

fiction as a popular literary genre in Victorian England. His portrayal embodies several 

characteristics that define early detectives in literature: 

Professionalism and Methodology 

 Cuff approaches the investigation with a scientific mindset, using systematic 

methods to gather evidence and solve the mystery. 

Innovative Techniques 

 He introduces novel investigative techniques, such as the use of physical evidence 

and psychological profiling, which were groundbreaking for their time. 

Moral Integrity 

 Cuff adheres to a strict code of ethics, prioritizing justice and truth above personal 

gain or societal pressures. 

Limitations and Critique 

However, Sergeant Cuff's character also highlights the limitations of early detective 

fiction: 
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Social and Cultural Biases 

 Cuff's perceptions and investigative focus are influenced by Victorian societal 

norms and prejudices, which can lead to biased interpretations and conclusions. 

Incomplete Solutions 

 Despite his skill, Cuff initially fails to solve the mystery of the Moonstone's theft, 

highlighting the complexity and unpredictability of human behavior and circumstances. 

Conclusion 

Sergeant Cuff in Wilkie Collins' "The Moonstone" embodies the archetype of the 

Victorian detective, contributing significantly to the evolution of detective fiction as a genre. 

His role as a meticulous investigator and his impact on the novel's plot underscore the 

genre's emphasis on logic, deduction, and moral integrity. However, Cuff's character also 

reflects the societal biases and narrative conventions of his time, reminding readers of the 

genre's evolving nature and its continued relevance in exploring human psychology, 

justice, and the pursuit of truth. Sergeant Cuff remains a compelling figure whose legacy 

extends beyond the pages of "The Moonstone," influencing subsequent literary detectives 

and shaping our understanding of detective fiction in literature. 

2. Discuss the role of colonialism and cultural appropriation in Wilkie Collins' "The 

Moonstone." How does the theft of the diamond from India impact the narrative and 

characters? 

Introduction 

Wilkie Collins' novel "The Moonstone" explores the repercussions of colonialism 

and cultural appropriation through the central plot device of the stolen diamond, which 

originates from an Indian temple. The narrative unfolds against the backdrop of Victorian 

England, highlighting the ethical dilemmas and consequences of colonial exploitation. 
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Colonialism and Cultural Appropriation 

Colonel John Herncastle's acquisition of the Moonstone from India symbolizes British 

colonialism's plunder of cultural artifacts and resources. The diamond's removal from its 

sacred Indian setting raises questions of ownership, respect for indigenous cultures, and 

the moral implications of imperialist actions. This act of theft serves as a catalyst for the 

novel's events, influencing both the characters and the narrative trajectory. 

Impact on Characters 

1. Rachel Verinder 

 As the recipient of the Moonstone, Rachel becomes embroiled in its tumultuous 

history. The diamond's presence in her possession sparks jealousy, intrigue, and danger, 

reflecting the disruptive influence of colonial artifacts on personal and familial 

relationships. 

2. Franklin Blake 

 Rachel's cousin and initial suspect in the theft, Franklin's involvement underscores 

the complex entanglements resulting from colonial exploitation. His attempts to recover 

the diamond and redeem himself reveal the psychological burden of inherited guilt and 

responsibility. 

3. Godfrey Ablewhite 

 A respected philanthropist and rival suitor for Rachel, Ablewhite's desire to 

possess the Moonstone reflects a broader societal attitude of entitlement and exploitation. 

His manipulation and deceit expose the lengths to which individuals may go to maintain 

colonial privileges and societal standing. 

Narrative Impact 

The theft of the Moonstone from India influences the novel's narrative in several 

significant ways: 
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Conflict and Tension 

 The diamond's theft creates interpersonal conflicts and tensions among the 

characters, driving the plot forward and intensifying the novel's suspense. 

Symbolism and Allegory 

 The Moonstone serves as a powerful symbol of colonial arrogance and the 

commodification of cultural heritage. Its journey from India to England symbolizes the 

displacement and appropriation of indigenous artifacts for Western consumption. 

Resolution and Justice 

 The resolution of the mystery surrounding the Moonstone's theft prompts reflection 

on justice, restitution, and the ethical implications of colonialism. The diamond's return to 

India at the novel's conclusion signifies a partial restoration of moral order and closure. 

Conclusion 

Wilkie Collins' "The Moonstone" critically examines the role of colonialism and 

cultural appropriation through the narrative lens of the stolen diamond. The novel 

highlights the ethical complexities, interpersonal conflicts, and moral dilemmas arising 

from the theft of cultural artifacts during Britain's imperial expansion. By exploring the 

impact of the Moonstone's removal from India on the characters and their relationships, 

Collins invites readers to consider broader themes of justice, identity, and the lasting 

consequences of colonial exploitation in both historical and contemporary contexts. "The 

Moonstone" thus serves as a poignant commentary on the complexities of cultural 

heritage, ownership, and the enduring legacy of colonialism in shaping societal values and 

perceptions. 

3. Analyze the character development of Rachel Verinder in "The Moonstone." How 

does she evolve from the beginning to the end of the novel, and what role does she 

play in the resolution of the diamond's mystery? 
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Introduction 

In Wilkie Collins' novel "The Moonstone," Rachel Verinder undergoes significant 

character development, transitioning from a naive young woman to a resilient and 

insightful individual. Her evolution is intricately woven into the narrative's exploration of 

mystery, betrayal, and societal expectations. 

Rachel Verinder's Initial Portrayal 

At the beginning of the novel, Rachel is introduced as a young heiress, admired for 

her beauty and privileged upbringing. She receives the Moonstone diamond as a birthday 

gift, setting off a chain of events that challenge her perceptions and transform her 

character. 

Evolution throughout the Novel 

Influence of the Moonstone 

 The theft of the Moonstone from Rachel's possession deeply affects her. Initially 

devastated by the loss, Rachel's character matures as she grapples with the implications 

of the theft. She becomes more introspective, questioning the motives and loyalties of 

those around her. 

Resilience and Determination 

 Despite the setbacks and betrayals she faces, Rachel exhibits resilience and 

determination in unraveling the mystery surrounding the diamond. She refuses to 

succumb to despair and actively participates in seeking the truth, demonstrating her 

growing strength of character. 

Insight and Independence 

 Throughout the novel, Rachel develops a keen insight into human nature and 

societal expectations. She challenges traditional gender roles and expectations placed 

upon her as a wealthy heiress, asserting her independence and making decisions based 

on her own moral compass. 
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Role in the Resolution of the Diamond's Mystery 

Rachel's evolution is instrumental in the resolution of the diamond's mystery: 

Critical Thinking 

 Rachel's ability to critically assess information and question assumptions proves 

crucial in piecing together the puzzle of the diamond's disappearance. 

Emotional Resilience 

 Despite personal setbacks and betrayals, Rachel remains steadfast in her pursuit 

of justice. Her emotional resilience contributes to the eventual uncovering of the truth. 

Final Revelations 

 In the climax of the novel, Rachel's insights and decisions play a pivotal role in 

exposing the culprit behind the theft and restoring order. Her actions contribute to the 

resolution of the diamond's mystery and the restoration of moral equilibrium. 

Conclusion 

Rachel Verinder's character development in "The Moonstone" is marked by her 

transformation from a sheltered heiress to a perceptive and resilient individual. Her 

evolution is intricately tied to the novel's exploration of justice, betrayal, and societal 

expectations. Rachel's journey underscores themes of identity, independence, and the 

impact of personal growth on the resolution of complex mysteries. Ultimately, Wilkie 

Collins portrays Rachel as a dynamic character whose growth and determination 

contribute significantly to the novel's thematic depth and narrative resolution. 

4. Examine the theme of fate and determinism in "The Moonstone." How do 

characters' beliefs in fate influence their actions and decisions throughout the 

novel? 

Introduction 

In Wilkie Collins' novel "The Moonstone," the theme of fate and determinism plays a 

significant role in shaping the characters' beliefs, actions, and decisions. Set against the 
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backdrop of a mysterious diamond and its supposed curse, the novel explores how 

notions of fate influence the characters' lives and the unfolding of events. 

Characters' Beliefs in Fate 

Rachel Verinder 

 Initially, Rachel dismisses the idea of the Moonstone's curse, believing in rational 

explanations over superstition. However, as events unfold and the diamond's theft leads to 

personal and familial turmoil, Rachel begins to question whether there is truth to the curse. 

Her beliefs influence her decisions and interactions with others, particularly in her efforts to 

uncover the truth behind the diamond's disappearance. 

Franklin Blake 

 Blake, too, initially scoffs at the idea of the Moonstone's curse. However, as he 

becomes entangled in the mystery and his own actions under the influence of opium are 

revealed, Blake's belief in fate deepens. He wrestles with feelings of guilt and a sense of 

inevitability, questioning whether his actions were predetermined by forces beyond his 

control. 

Sergeant Cuff 

 Sergeant Cuff, the detective tasked with solving the mystery of the Moonstone's 

theft, maintains a pragmatic and analytical approach. While he investigates the case with 

a keen eye for detail and evidence, he also acknowledges the influence of superstition and 

belief in shaping human behavior. His interactions with other characters reveal a nuanced 

understanding of how beliefs in fate can both guide and mislead individuals. 

Influence on Actions and Decisions 

Decision-Making 

 Characters' beliefs in fate often influence their decision-making processes. 

Rachel's growing acceptance of the diamond's curse prompts her to take decisive actions 

in pursuing justice and protecting her loved ones, despite the risks involved. 
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Emotional Responses 

 The belief in fate also affects characters' emotional responses to events. Franklin 

Blake's internal turmoil and guilt over the theft of the Moonstone are exacerbated by his 

belief that certain events were destined to occur, challenging his sense of agency and 

personal responsibility. 

Resolution of the Mystery 

 Ultimately, the characters' beliefs in fate contribute to the novel's resolution. As 

they grapple with the consequences of their actions and confront the truth behind the 

diamond's theft, their evolving perspectives on fate shape the outcome of the narrative. 

Conclusion 

Wilkie Collins' exploration of fate and determinism in "The Moonstone" offers a 

nuanced portrayal of how beliefs in supernatural forces influence human behavior and 

decision-making. Through characters like Rachel Verinder, Franklin Blake, and Sergeant 

Cuff, the novel examines the complexities of fate versus free will, challenging readers to 

consider the interplay between personal agency and external influences. Collins' thematic 

exploration adds depth to the novel's suspenseful plot, providing a compelling commentary 

on the uncertainties of life and the enduring appeal of destiny in shaping human destinies. 

[UNIT IV COMPLETED] 

 

Fiction-II 

SECTION 5.1 Arthur Conan Doyle - Hound of Baskervilles  

 

5.1.1– About the Text 
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"The Hound of the Baskervilles" is a novel written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and 

published in 1902. It is one of the most famous Sherlock Holmes stories and is considered 

a masterpiece of detective fiction. 

Arthur Conan Doyle's narrative style in "The Hound of the Baskervilles" is 

characterized by suspenseful storytelling, vivid descriptions of the moors, and memorable 

characterizations. The novel's atmospheric setting and Gothic elements contribute to its 

enduring appeal as a classic of detective fiction. 

"The Hound of the Baskervilles" remains a beloved work that continues to captivate 

readers with its blend of mystery, suspense, and psychological intrigue. It exemplifies 

Doyle's ability to craft compelling narratives and create enduring characters, particularly 

Sherlock Holmes, whose deductive genius and enigmatic personality have made him a 

timeless literary figure. 

5.1.2– About the Writer 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (1859-1930) was a British writer best known for creating the 

iconic detective character Sherlock Holmes. Arthur Ignatius Conan Doyle was born on 

May 22, 1859, in Edinburgh, Scotland, into a prosperous Irish-Catholic family. His father, 

Charles Altamont Doyle, was a civil servant and artist, while his mother, Mary Foley Doyle, 

had a keen interest in literature. Doyle was one of ten children, and he was raised in a 

strict Catholic household. 

Doyle received his early education from Jesuit schools, including Hodder Place in 

England and Stonyhurst College in Lancashire. He later studied medicine at the University 

of Edinburgh Medical School, where he encountered Dr. Joseph Bell, whose keen powers 

of observation and deduction would later inspire the character of Sherlock Holmes. 

Sherlock Holmes quickly became a literary sensation, captivating readers with his 

brilliant deductive reasoning and keen observational skills. Doyle's stories were serialized 

in magazines such as "The Strand," and Holmes' popularity soared. Some of the most 
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famous Holmes stories include "The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes" (1892) and "The 

Hound of the Baskervilles" (1902). 

Despite Holmes' overwhelming popularity, Doyle wrote in various other genres, including 

historical fiction, science fiction, and non-fiction. He authored the Professor Challenger series, 

featuring the adventures of a bold scientist, beginning with "The Lost World" (1912). Doyle was 

also a prolific writer of historical novels and pamphlets advocating for causes such as compulsory 

sterilization. 

5.1.3– Summary 

"The Hound of the Baskervilles" follows Sherlock Holmes and his trusted friend, Dr. 

John Watson, as they investigate the mysterious death of Sir Charles Baskerville on the 

moors of Devonshire. Sir Charles was found dead with an expression of horror on his 

face, and the footprints of a gigantic hound near his body fuel rumors of a curse on the 

Baskerville family. 

Dr. Mortimer, a friend of Sir Charles, seeks Holmes' help to protect Sir Henry 

Baskerville, the last heir of the Baskerville estate, who is due to inherit the family fortune. 

Holmes sends Dr. Watson to accompany Sir Henry to Baskerville Hall, while he remains in 

London to investigate the case. 

At Baskerville Hall, Watson uncovers local superstitions about a phantom hound 

that haunts the Baskerville family. He meets the eccentric characters who reside nearby, 

including the Barrymores, the servants at Baskerville Hall, and the Stapletons, a brother 

and sister who live on the moor. 

As Watson delves deeper into the mystery, he encounters strange occurrences and 

attempts on Sir Henry's life. Meanwhile, Holmes conducts his investigation in London, 

uncovering connections to the Baskervilles' past and the true nature of the threat facing Sir 

Henry. 
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Holmes eventually rejoins Watson at Baskerville Hall, and together they uncover 

the truth behind Sir Charles' death and the mysterious hound. They discover that the 

legend of the hound was fabricated as part of a plot to eliminate the Baskerville heirs and 

claim the family fortune. 

5.1.4– Glossary 

1. Hound - Dog 

2. Moor - Marsh 

3. Curse - Hex 

4. Estate - Property 

5. Legend - Myth 

6. Phantom - Apparition 

7. Conspiracy - Plot 

8. Greed - Avarice 

9. Villainous - Malevolent 

10. Web - Trap 

5.1.5– Self-Assessment Questions 

1. Who consults Sherlock Holmes about the mysterious death at Baskerville Hall? 
       A) Sir Henry Baskerville   B) Dr. John Watson     
       C) Dr. James Mortimer    D) Mrs. Barrymore 
2. What is the rumoured cause of death for Sir Charles Baskerville? 
       A) Poisoning   B) Heart Attack   C) Fall from a cliff   D) Killed by a hound 
3. Who is tasked with accompanying Sir Henry Baskerville to Baskerville Hall? 
      A) Sherlock Holmes    B) Dr. John Watson    
      C) Dr. James Mortimer    D) Inspector Lestrade 
4. What is the occupation of Sherlock Holmes' assistant, Dr. Watson? 
      A) Doctor   B) Lawyer    C) Detective   D) Journalist 
5. Who are the caretakers of Baskerville Hall? 

      A) The Stapletons   B) The Barrymores    C) The Mortimers   D) The Baskervilles 

6. What is the profession of Dr. Mortimer, who consults Sherlock Holmes? 
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      A) Physician   B) Lawyer    C) Archaeologist   D) Police Inspector 

 

7.  Who is the mastermind behind the plot to kill Sir Henry Baskerville? 

      A) Mr. Stapleton  B) Mrs. Barrymore   C) Dr. Mortimer    D) Sir Charles Baskerville 

8. Where does the climax of the novel take place? 

      A) Baskerville Hall  B) London  C) Grimpen Mire   D) Dartmoor Prison 

9. What is the true nature of the hound that terrorizes the Baskerville family? 

      A) It is a phantom spirit     B) It is a myth created by locals 

      C) It is a trained dog       D) It is a supernatural entity 

10. Who reveals the identity of the villain to Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson? 

       A) Mrs. Barrymore           B) Mr. Stapleton 

       C) Sir Henry Baskerville     D) Dr. John Watson 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Discuss the significance of the moor setting in "The Hound of the Baskervilles" 

and its impact on the novel's atmosphere and plot. 

The moor setting in "The Hound of the Baskervilles" serves as a pivotal backdrop 

that enhances the novel's atmosphere of mystery and suspense. The bleak and desolate 

landscape contributes to the sense of isolation and danger faced by the characters, 

particularly Sir Henry Baskerville. It also symbolizes the untamed and unpredictable forces 

at play, mirroring the unseen threat of the legendary hound. Moreover, the moor's intricate 

geography, including Grimpen Mire, becomes a crucial element in the climax of the novel, 

where Holmes and Watson confront the villainous plot and resolve the mystery 

surrounding Sir Charles Baskerville's death. 

2. Analyze the character of Sherlock Holmes in "The Hound of the Baskervilles," 

focusing on his methods of deduction and the impact of his absence on the 

narrative. 
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Sherlock Holmes in "The Hound of the Baskervilles" is portrayed as a brilliant and 

methodical detective whose deductive reasoning skills are central to solving the mystery. 

Despite his physical absence from the main setting, Holmes' presence looms large 

through Watson's narration and periodic updates. Holmes' deductive methods, 

characterized by keen observation, logical reasoning, and attention to detail, guide 

Watson in his investigation at Baskerville Hall. Holmes' absence serves to highlight his 

reliance on Watson's capabilities and underscores the importance of teamwork in 

unraveling complex cases. Ultimately, Holmes' return in the climax brings resolution to the 

mystery, showcasing his indispensable role in the novel. 

3. Explore the theme of inheritance and its significance in "The Hound of the 

Baskervilles," using specific examples from the novel. 

The theme of inheritance in "The Hound of the Baskervilles" is central to the plot, as 

Sir Henry Baskerville inherits the family estate amidst rumors of a curse. The Baskerville 

family's legacy, embodied in Baskerville Hall and the surrounding moorlands, symbolizes 

both wealth and peril. Sir Henry's arrival from Canada to claim his inheritance sets off a 

chain of events that test his courage and resilience against the backdrop of superstition 

and danger. The curse, though ultimately debunked by Sherlock Holmes, represents the 

burdens and responsibilities inherited by Sir Henry, highlighting the complexities of family 

legacy and the impact of history on individual destinies. 

4. Discuss the role of the supernatural in "The Hound of the Baskervilles," 

examining how Arthur Conan Doyle uses Gothic elements to enhance the novel's 

suspense. 

"The Hound of the Baskervilles" employs Gothic elements, particularly the legend of 

the spectral hound, to create an atmosphere of suspense and fear. The supernatural 

threat posed by the hound serves as a catalyst for the novel's events, instilling dread and 

uncertainty among the characters and readers alike. Arthur Conan Doyle strategically 
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intertwines elements of folklore and superstition with rational explanations, ultimately 

revealing the hound to be a mortal threat manipulated for nefarious purposes. This 

blending of supernatural and rational elements underscores the novel's exploration of fear, 

deception, and the power of perception, enriching its thematic depth and narrative tension. 

5. Explain the themes in The Hound of the Baskervilles.  

Supernatural vs. Rational Explanation 

 The novel explores the tension between superstition and rationality, as Holmes' 

logical deductions debunk the myth of the spectral hound in favor of a more mundane 

explanation involving human deception and criminality. 

Inheritance and Legacy 

 The theme of inheritance runs throughout the novel, as Sir Henry Baskerville 

inherits his family's estate and grapples with the responsibilities and dangers that come 

with it. The curse on the Baskerville family symbolizes the burdens of legacy and the 

weight of history. 

Detective Work and Deduction 

 "The Hound of the Baskervilles" showcases Sherlock Holmes' deductive prowess 

and his methodical approach to solving mysteries. The novel emphasizes the importance 

of keen observation, logical reasoning, and attention to detail in unraveling complex cases. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1. Critically analyze the story of Hound of Baskervilles- Arthur Conan Doyle. 

 Introduction 

"The Hound of the Baskervilles," written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, is one of the 

most famous and enduring works in the Sherlock Holmes series. First serialized in 1901-

1902 in "The Strand Magazine," the novel has captivated readers for over a century with 

its blend of mystery, gothic horror, and keen detective work. The story is set in the 

moorlands of Devonshire, revolving around the legend of a fearsome, supernatural hound 
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that haunts the Baskerville family. Sherlock Holmes and his faithful friend, Dr. John 

Watson, are called upon to investigate the death of Sir Charles Baskerville and protect his 

heir, Sir Henry Baskerville, from a similar fate. Through intricate plotting, atmospheric 

settings, and sharp characterization, Doyle crafts a narrative that explores themes of 

rationalism versus superstition, the natural versus the supernatural, and the power of 

logical deduction. 

Themes and Atmosphere 

One of the novel's most prominent themes is the conflict between rationalism and 

superstition. This theme is embodied in the character of Sherlock Holmes, who represents 

the epitome of logical reasoning and scientific inquiry. Contrastingly, the legend of the 

hound and the eerie atmosphere of the moorlands evoke a sense of dread and 

supernatural menace. Doyle expertly uses this tension to drive the narrative, creating 

suspense and a sense of uncertainty. The moor itself becomes a character in the story, its 

treacherous terrain and shifting mists symbolizing the murky boundary between reality and 

myth. 

Characterization 

Doyle's characterization in "The Hound of the Baskervilles" is particularly notable 

for its depth and complexity. Sherlock Holmes, though central to the story, is often in the 

background, allowing Dr. Watson to take a more prominent role. Watson's perspective 

provides a more human and relatable entry point for the reader, emphasizing his loyalty, 

bravery, and growing confidence as an investigator. Sir Henry Baskerville, the primary 

victim, is depicted as courageous and determined, a modern man struggling against an 

ancient curse. 

The villains, including the naturalist Stapleton and his trained hound, are intricately 

developed. Stapleton's façade of respectability and his knowledge of the local environment 

make him a formidable adversary, embodying the theme of hidden dangers lurking 



CDOE - ODL II B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER III UNIT – 1-5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
187 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

beneath seemingly benign surfaces. His manipulative control over his sister, who 

becomes a tragic figure of coercion and fear, adds emotional depth to the story. 

Plot and Structure 

The plot of "The Hound of the Baskervilles" is masterfully constructed, with Doyle 

pacing the revelations and red herrings to maintain suspense. The use of letters and 

reports from Watson to Holmes allows the reader to piece together the mystery alongside 

the protagonists. The gradual uncovering of Stapleton's identity and motives is handled 

with skill, ensuring that each twist and turn feels earned. 

However, some critics argue that the novel relies too heavily on coincidence and 

contrivance, particularly in the resolution of the mystery. The idea that a rational 

explanation can be found for every seemingly supernatural occurrence is central to 

Holmes' methodology, yet the final explanation of the hound's nature and Stapleton's plot 

may strain credulity for some readers. 

Symbolism and Motifs 

Doyle employs various symbols and motifs to enrich the narrative. The hound itself 

symbolizes primal fear and the unknown, while the moor represents both the physical and 

psychological landscapes of danger and mystery. The contrast between the civilized world 

of Baskerville Hall and the wild, untamed moor underscores the tension between order 

and chaos. 

The recurring motif of light and darkness is also significant. Holmes' arrival in 

Devonshire brings clarity and enlightenment, while the moor, shrouded in fog and 

darkness, represents confusion and danger. This motif reinforces the novel's exploration 

of knowledge versus ignorance and the importance of reason in overcoming fear. 

Conclusion 

"The Hound of the Baskervilles" remains a classic of detective fiction, a testament 

to Arthur Conan Doyle's skill as a storyteller and his ability to blend genres. The novel's 
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enduring appeal lies in its rich atmosphere, complex characters, and the central theme of 

rationality triumphing over superstition. Despite some criticisms regarding plot 

contrivances, the story's compelling narrative and vivid setting continue to captivate 

readers. Doyle's creation of Sherlock Holmes as a symbol of reason and intellect battling 

the forces of darkness ensures that "The Hound of the Baskervilles" will remain a timeless 

piece of literature. 

2. Explain the writing style of Arthur Conan Doyle. 

Introduction 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, best known for creating the legendary detective Sherlock 

Holmes, employed a distinctive writing style that has captivated readers for generations. 

His narratives are characterized by meticulous attention to detail, a blend of realism and 

gothic elements, and a strong emphasis on logical deduction and scientific reasoning. 

Doyle's ability to craft compelling characters, intricate plots, and atmospheric settings has 

cemented his place as a master of detective fiction. This essay explores Doyle's writing 

style, examining his use of language, narrative techniques, character development, and 

thematic exploration across his body of work. 

Language and Descriptive Detail 

Arthur Conan Doyle's use of language is precise and evocative, enabling readers to 

visualize the scenes and engage deeply with the story. His descriptive prowess is 

particularly evident in his portrayal of settings, from the bustling streets of London to the 

eerie moorlands of Devonshire. Doyle often employs rich, vivid descriptions to create a 

sense of place and atmosphere. For example, in "The Hound of the Baskervilles," his 

depiction of the moor is both haunting and immersive: 

"The moon was shining bright upon the clearing, and there, outlined as if in black 

ink against the silver, we saw the figure of a man upon the tor." 
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This passage illustrates Doyle's ability to use simple yet powerful language to 

evoke a strong visual image, enhancing the gothic tone of the narrative. His descriptions 

often include sensory details, engaging the reader's imagination and heightening the 

emotional impact of the scenes. 

Narrative Techniques 

Doyle's narrative techniques are central to his storytelling. One of his most effective 

methods is the use of Dr. John Watson as the primary narrator for the Sherlock Holmes 

stories. Watson's perspective provides a human touch, grounding the extraordinary 

intellect and abilities of Holmes in a relatable, everyday viewpoint. This first-person 

narration allows readers to uncover the mystery alongside Watson, sharing his surprise, 

curiosity, and admiration for Holmes. 

The structure of Doyle's stories often involves a gradual revelation of clues, leading 

to a climactic resolution. This technique builds suspense and keeps readers engaged, as 

they are encouraged to piece together the mystery along with the characters. Doyle also 

employs red herrings and misdirection to maintain tension and surprise. In "The Adventure 

of the Speckled Band," for instance, the mysterious death and the exotic nature of the 

clues (such as the "speckled band") lead readers astray before Holmes reveals the logical, 

albeit shocking, truth. 

Character Development 

Character development is a cornerstone of Doyle's writing style. Sherlock Holmes is 

one of the most iconic characters in literature, known for his extraordinary deductive 

abilities, keen observation skills, and somewhat aloof personality. Doyle's portrayal of 

Holmes combines brilliance with eccentricity, creating a character who is both fascinating 

and enigmatic. Holmes' methods, such as his use of forensic science and logical 

reasoning, were groundbreaking at the time and contributed to his enduring appeal. 
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Dr. Watson, as Holmes' loyal companion, serves as a foil to the detective's genius. 

Watson's humanity, courage, and empathy balance Holmes' cold rationality, providing 

emotional depth to the stories. Their relationship is central to the narrative, offering a 

dynamic interplay between intellect and emotion. Doyle's secondary characters, such as 

the various clients and villains, are also well-drawn, each contributing to the richness and 

diversity of the stories. 

Blend of Realism and Gothic Elements 

Doyle's writing seamlessly blends realism with gothic elements, creating a unique 

and compelling narrative style. His stories are grounded in the real world, often 

incorporating contemporary issues, scientific advancements, and urban life. However, he 

also infuses his narratives with elements of the gothic tradition, such as eerie settings, 

supernatural hints, and psychological tension. This blend is particularly effective in "The 

Hound of the Baskervilles," where the rational detective story is intertwined with the 

chilling legend of a ghostly hound. 

The gothic atmosphere in Doyle's work adds a layer of suspense and mystery, 

enhancing the reader's sense of unease and curiosity. His ability to balance these 

elements ensures that the stories are both intellectually stimulating and emotionally 

engaging. The supernatural elements often serve as a backdrop for the logical unraveling 

of the mystery, highlighting Holmes' ability to dispel fear and superstition with reason and 

evidence. 

Thematic Exploration 

Doyle's stories often explore themes related to justice, morality, and the human 

condition. Through the character of Sherlock Holmes, he examines the power and 

limitations of human intellect. Holmes' successes demonstrate the efficacy of rational 

thought and scientific methodology, yet his personal isolation and occasional arrogance 

reveal the complexities of relying solely on logic. 
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The theme of justice is prevalent throughout Doyle's work. Holmes operates outside 

the conventional legal system, often pursuing a higher moral code. His sense of justice is 

personal and sometimes unorthodox, reflecting Doyle's critique of institutional flaws and 

his belief in individual integrity. This theme is evident in stories like "The Adventure of the 

Blue Carbuncle," where Holmes allows a repentant thief to go free, valuing redemption 

over punishment. 

Doyle also delves into the darker aspects of human nature, exploring themes of 

greed, revenge, and madness. His villains are often driven by powerful, destructive 

motives, providing a counterpoint to Holmes' rationality. This exploration of the human 

psyche adds depth to the narratives, making the conflicts more complex and the 

resolutions more satisfying. 

Conclusion 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's writing style is a masterful blend of precise language, 

compelling narrative techniques, rich character development, and a unique integration of 

realism and gothic elements. His ability to create vivid settings and intricate plots, coupled 

with his exploration of profound themes, has ensured the lasting popularity of his work. 

Doyle's Sherlock Holmes stories, in particular, stand as timeless examples of detective 

fiction, showcasing the enduring appeal of a brilliant detective who uses reason and logic 

to triumph over mystery and fear. Through his distinctive style, Doyle has left an indelible 

mark on literature, captivating readers with stories that are as intellectually stimulating as 

they are emotionally resonant. 

SECTION 5.2 Murder on the Orient Express – Agatha Christie 

(Graphic Novel)  

 

5.2.1– About the Text 
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"Murder on the Orient Express" by Agatha Christie, one of the most famous and 

beloved detective novels, has been adapted into various formats over the years, including 

films, television series, and stage plays. One of the more recent adaptations is the graphic 

novel version, which brings Christie's intricate plot and memorable characters to life 

through a blend of vivid illustrations and concise text. The graphic novel format offers a 

unique way to experience this classic mystery, making it accessible to a wider audience, 

including younger readers and those who appreciate visual storytelling. This essay 

explores the graphic novel adaptation of "Murder on the Orient Express," examining how 

the visual format enhances the story's elements, the portrayal of characters, and the 

preservation of Christie's original themes and suspense. 

The graphic novel format of "Murder on the Orient Express" allows for a rich visual 

representation of the story's setting and atmosphere. The Orient Express, a luxurious train 

traveling from Istanbul to Calais, is depicted with meticulous detail, capturing the opulence 

and elegance of the 1930s. The illustrations provide readers with an immersive 

experience, showcasing the intricate design of the train's compartments, the stylish attire 

of the passengers, and the snowy, isolated landscape through which the train travels. 

The use of color and shading in the graphic novel plays a crucial role in establishing 

the mood. Dark, muted tones dominate the scenes inside the train, reflecting the tension 

and suspense of the murder investigation. The contrast between the warm, inviting 

interiors of the train and the cold, harsh exterior environment underscores the sense of 

confinement and isolation experienced by the characters. This visual dichotomy heightens 

the reader's sense of unease and anticipation, enhancing the overall atmosphere of the 

story. 

5.2.2– About the Writer 

Agatha Christie, known as the "Queen of Mystery," is one of the most celebrated 

and prolific writers in the history of detective fiction. Born on September 15, 1890, in 
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Torquay, Devon, England, Christie crafted a literary legacy that includes 66 detective 

novels, 14 short story collections, and the world's longest-running play, "The Mousetrap." 

Her works have been translated into over 100 languages, and her books have sold billions 

of copies worldwide, making her one of the best-selling authors of all time. Christie's 

contributions to the genre of detective fiction are monumental, and her creation of iconic 

characters such as Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple has left an indelible mark on literature. 

This essay delves into Christie's life, her distinctive writing style, her most famous works, 

and her enduring impact on the literary world. 

Christie's literary career began in earnest during World War I, when she worked as 

a nurse and later as a pharmacy assistant. This experience provided her with a wealth of 

knowledge about poisons, which she would frequently employ as murder weapons in her 

novels. Her debut novel, "The Mysterious Affair at Styles," was published in 1920 and 

introduced the world to Hercule Poirot, the meticulous Belgian detective who would 

become one of her most enduring characters. 

Christie's writing is characterized by cleverly constructed plots, red herrings, and 

surprising twists. Her ability to weave complex narratives with logical, yet unexpected, 

resolutions became her trademark. Over the years, Christie experimented with various 

narrative techniques, such as unreliable narrators and multiple points of view, keeping her 

readers constantly engaged and guessing until the final reveal. 

Agatha Christie's enduring legacy as the "Queen of Mystery" is a testament to her 

unparalleled skill as a storyteller and her profound understanding of human nature. 

Through her meticulously crafted plots, memorable characters, and innovative narrative 

techniques, she has left an indelible mark on the world of literature. Christie's works 

continue to captivate and entertain readers around the globe, ensuring that her place in 

the pantheon of great authors remains secure. Her contributions to detective fiction have 
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not only defined the genre but have also set a high standard for all who follow in her 

footsteps. 

 

 

5.2.3– Summary 

Hercule Poirot, private detective and retired Belgian police officer, boards the 

Taurus Express train to Stamboul (Istanbul). On the train there are two other passengers, 

Mary Debenham and Colonel Arbuthnot. The two act as if they are strangers, but Poirot 

observes behavior that suggests that they are not. Poirot is suspicious of the couple. The 

train arrives in Stamboul and Poirot checks in at the Tokatlian Hotel. As soon as Poirot 

arrives he receives a telegram summoning him back to London. While waiting at the hotel 

for the next train, Poirot bumps into an old friend, M. Bouc, head of the Wagon Lit. M. 

Bouc arranges a space for Poirot on the Orient Express. In the dining room of the 

Tokatlian Hotel, Poirot first spots Ratchett and Hector McQueen eating dinner. Poirot know 

that Ratchett is an evil man and he describes him to M. Bouc as an animal. 

Poirot board the Orient Express. He is forced to ride in a second-class cabin 

because the train is unusually full. Ratchett and Hector McQueen are also aboard the 

train. Ratchett approaches Poirot and asks if he will work for him, Ratchett tells Poirot he 

has been receiving threatening letters and that someone is trying to kill him. Poirot refuses 

the case. M. Bouc has taken the last first class cabin, but arranges to be moved to a 

separate coach and gives Poirot his space in first class. The first night Poirot sleeps in first 

class, he observes some strange occurrences. Early in the morning, Poirot is wakened by 

a cry from Ratchett's compartment next to him. The wagon lit conductor responds knocks 

on Ratchett's door and a voice from inside responds, "Ce n'est rien. Je me suis trompe" (It 

is nothing. I am mistaken). Poirot has difficulty sleeping because there is a peculiar silence 

on the train. Mrs. Hubbard rings her bell and tells the conductor a man is in her room. 
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Poirot rings his bell for water and is informed by the conductor that the train is stuck in a 

snow bank. Poirot hears a loud thump next door. 

The next morning, the train still stopped, M. Bouc informs Poirot that Ratchett has 

been murdered and the murderer is still aboard the train. Poirot tells M. Bouc he will 

investigate the case. Poirot first examines Ratchett's body and compartment. Ratchett has 

twelve stab wounds. The window is left open in Ratchett's compartment, presumably to 

make the investigators think the murderer escaped out the window, but there are no 

footprints outside the window in the snow. A handkerchief with the initial "H" is found in the 

compartment, a pipe cleaner, a round match different from the matches Ratchett used and 

a charred piece of paper with the name "Armstrong" on it. 

The piece of paper with the word Armstrong on it helps Poirot figure out who 

Ratchett really is and why someone would want to murder him. A few years back, a man 

named Cassetti kidnapped a three-year old girl, Daisy Armstrong. Cassetti collected a 

ransom from the wealthy Armstrong family, but killed the child anyways. Poirot concludes 

that Ratchett is Cassetti. 

The interviews start with the Wagon Lit conductor, then Hector McQueen. Poirot 

knows that McQueen is involved with the case because he knows about the Armstrong 

note found in Ratchett's compartment, Hector is surprised that Poirot found the note 

because he thought it had been completely destroyed. He interviews Masterman and then 

Mrs. Hubbard. Mrs. Hubbard claims that the murderer was in her cabin. All of the 

passengers give Poirot suitable alibis during their interviews, although a few suspicious 

elements are brought to light: many passengers observed a woman in a red kimono 

walking down the hallway the night of the murder, but no one admits they have a red 

kimono. Mrs. Hubbard tells Poirot she had Greta Ohlsson lock the communicating door 

between she and Ratchett. Hildegarde Schmidt bumped into a stranger wearing a Wagon 

Lit jacket. 
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Poirot checks every passenger's luggage. During the check he notices a few 

interesting things: the label on Countess Andrenyi's luggage is wet, a Wagon Lit uniform is 

found in Hildegarde Schmidt's bag and, lastly, the red kimono is found in Poirot's own 

luggage. 

After the luggage check, Poirot, Dr. Constantine and M. Bouc review the facts of 

the case and develop a list of questions. With the evidence and questions in mind, Poirot 

sits and thinks about the case. When he surfaces from a somewhat trance-like state, 

Poirot has discovered the solution to the case. Before he reveals this solution in full, he 

calls in several people and reveals their true identities. Poirot discovers Countess 

Andrenyi is Helena Goldenberg, aunt of Daisy Armstrong. She wet her luggage label and 

obscured her name, in an effort to conceal her identity. Also, Mary Debenham was Daisy's 

governess, Antonio Foscanelli was the Armstrong's chaffer, Masterman the valet, and 

Greta Ohlsson was Daisy Armstrong's nurse. Princess Dragomiroff claims her 

handkerchief from Poirot, the same found in Ratchett's compartment. 

Poirot gathers all of the passengers into the dining car and propounds two possible 

solutions. The fist solution is that a stranger entered the train at Vincovci and killed 

Ratchett. The second solution is that all of the passengers aboard the Orient Express 

were involved with the murder. He argues that twelve of the thirteen passengers, all close 

to the Armstrong case, killed Ratchett to avenge the murder of Daisy Armstrong. Mrs. 

Hubbard, revealed as Linda Arden, admits that the second solution is correct. Poirot 

suggests that M. Bouc and Dr. Constantine tell the police that the first solution is correct to 

protect the family. M. Bouc and Dr.Constantine accept Poirot's suggestion. 

5.2.4– Glossary 

1. Immaculate - Spotless 

2. Clandestine - Secret 

3. Conspicuous - Noticeable 
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4. Meticulous - Thorough 

5. Affable - Friendly 

6. Perplexed - Confused 

7. Alibi - Excuse 

8. Surreptitious - Sneaky 

9. Assiduous - Diligent 

10. Premeditated - Planned 

5.2.5– Self-Assessment Questions 

1. In which year was Agatha Christie's "Murder on the Orient Express" first published? 

            A) 1926    B) 1932    C) 1945   D) 1950 

2. Who is the famous detective who solves the murder on the Orient Express? 

A) Miss Marple           B) Sherlock Holmes 

C) Hercule Poirot      D) Philip Marlowe 

3. Where does the murder occur in "Murder on the Orient Express"? 

  A) Paris    B) Istanbul   C) London   D) The train 

4. Who is the victim of the murder? 

A) Colonel Arbuthnot         B) Ratchett 

C) Princess Dragomiroff    D) Hector MacQueen 

5. What is the profession of Hercule Poirot, the detective? 

A) Lawyer   B) Doctor   C) Detective   D) Private investigator 

6. Who among the passengers is revealed to be the mastermind behind the murder? 

A) Mary Debenham   B) Princess Dragomiroff    

C) Mrs. Hubbard    D) Every passenger 

7. Which famous train service features prominently in the novel? 

A) Eurostar                                            B) Trans-Siberian Express 

C) Venice-Simplon Orient Express     D) TGV 
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8. What nationality is Hercule Poirot? 

A) French   B) Belgian   C) British  D) Italian 

9. Who is the author of "Murder on the Orient Express"? 

          A) Arthur Conan Doyle      B) Agatha Christie 

          C) Raymond Chandler       D) Dashiell Hammett 

10. How does the murder victim, Ratchett, meet his end? 

          A) Poisoned   B) Stabbed multiple times    C) Strangled   D) Shot 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Who were the key literary influences on Agatha Christie's work, and how did they 

shape her approach to detective fiction? 

Agatha Christie, often regarded as the "Queen of Crime," was influenced by several 

key literary figures and movements, which significantly shaped her approach to detective 

fiction: 

Arthur Conan Doyle (Sherlock Holmes): 

Christie was influenced by Doyle's creation of Sherlock Holmes and the structure of 

his detective stories. She admired Doyle's ability to create intricate plots and captivating 

characters within the genre of detective fiction. This influence can be seen in Christie's 

own meticulous plotting and the creation of her famous detective characters like Hercule 

Poirot and Miss Marple. 

Wilkie Collins: 

Collins, known for his novel "The Moonstone," is considered one of the pioneers of 

the detective novel. His work often featured complex plots, red herrings, and a focus on 

solving mysteries through careful deduction. Christie admired Collins' use of suspense and 

intricate storytelling techniques, which influenced her own approach to crafting 

suspenseful and puzzling narratives. 

G.K. Chesterton: 
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Chesterton, particularly through his character Father Brown, influenced Christie 

with his emphasis on moral and philosophical aspects within detective fiction. Christie 

appreciated Chesterton's ability to combine deductive reasoning with a deeper exploration 

of human nature and moral dilemmas, aspects that occasionally appear in her own stories. 

Golden Age of Detective Fiction: 

Christie was part of the Golden Age of Detective Fiction, a period between the two 

World Wars characterized by the popularity of detective novels featuring puzzle-like 

mysteries, intricate plots, and a focus on the intellectual challenge of solving crimes. 

Authors like Dorothy L. Sayers, Anthony Berkeley, and Freeman Wills Crofts were 

contemporaries who influenced Christie and with whom she helped define the genre. 

These literary influences collectively shaped Agatha Christie's approach to 

detective fiction by emphasizing intricate plotting, compelling characters, and the use of 

deductive reasoning. Christie's ability to create complex puzzles, misdirection‘s, and 

surprising twists owes much to the foundation laid by these influential figures and the 

literary traditions they established. 

2. How did Agatha Christie's experiences during World War I contribute to her 

knowledge and writing style? 

Agatha Christie's experiences during World War I had a profound impact on both 

her personal life and her writing style: 

Work as a Nurse: 

Christie volunteered as a nurse during World War I, working in a hospital and later 

in a dispensary. This experience exposed her to the harsh realities of war, including 

treating wounded soldiers and witnessing the psychological toll of conflict. These firsthand 

experiences provided Christie with a deeper understanding of human nature, suffering, 

and resilience, which she later incorporated into her characters and plots. 

Observation of Human Behavior: 
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As a nurse, Christie had the opportunity to observe a wide range of personalities 

and behaviors under stressful conditions. This observation of human behavior and 

psychology became a crucial element in her detective fiction. Characters in her stories 

often exhibit complex motivations and emotions, influenced by her wartime observations of 

how individuals react in challenging situations. 

Introduction to Poison and Forensic Science: 

Christie's work in the dispensary exposed her to various pharmaceuticals and 

poisons, which later became prominent features in many of her novels. Her understanding 

of medical terminology and forensic science, albeit basic compared to modern standards, 

provided authenticity to her descriptions of poisonings and their effects. This knowledge 

added a distinctive layer of realism to her mysteries. 

Influence on Themes and Atmosphere: 

The wartime atmosphere of uncertainty, fear, and suspicion permeates some of 

Christie's novels, reflecting the broader societal impacts of war. Themes of betrayal, loss, 

and hidden identities often appear in her works, influenced by the disruptions and 

challenges of the war years. 

Development of Plotting Skills: 

     Christie's wartime experiences likely contributed to the development of her plotting 

skills. The need for precision and attention to detail in nursing and dispensary work 

translated into her meticulous construction of puzzles and mysteries in her novels. Her 

ability to weave intricate plots with surprising twists may have been honed during this 

period. 

    Agatha Christie's experiences during World War I enriched her writing by providing 

her with firsthand knowledge of human nature, psychological depth, medical and forensic 

details, and a heightened sensitivity to the themes of mystery and intrigue. These 
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elements became integral to her distinctive writing style and contributed significantly to her 

enduring popularity as a master of detective fiction. 

 

3. Why Agatha Christie is often referred to as the "Queen of Mystery," and what 

elements of her work justify this title? 

Agatha Christie is often referred to as the "Queen of Mystery" due to several key 

elements that distinguish her works and solidify her legacy in the genre: 

Pioneering Detective Fiction 

 Christie is renowned for her contributions to the development of detective fiction. 

She created iconic characters like Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple, who became 

archetypes of the genre and have been emulated by countless authors. 

Ingenious Plots and Twists 

 Christie's plots are known for their complexity and ingenuity. She mastered the art 

of creating intricate puzzles that kept readers guessing until the very end. Her ability to 

weave together seemingly unrelated clues into a cohesive and surprising resolution is a 

hallmark of her storytelling. 

Character Development 

 Despite focusing heavily on the puzzle aspect of mysteries, Christie also 

developed her characters with depth and nuance. Her detectives, particularly Poirot and 

Marple, have distinct personalities and unique methods of deduction that set them apart 

and engage readers. 

Variety and Range 

 Christie wrote a vast number of novels, short stories, and plays, showcasing her 

versatility in crafting different types of mysteries—from closed-room puzzles to 

psychological thrillers. This diversity in storytelling kept her work fresh and appealing to a 

wide audience. 
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Impact and Influence 

 Her influence on the mystery genre is profound, as she set standards for plotting, 

characterization, and narrative technique that are still studied and admired today. Many 

contemporary mystery writers cite Christie as a major inspiration. 

Timelessness 

 Christie's works have stood the test of time, remaining popular and widely read 

decades after their initial publication. Her ability to capture the essence of human nature 

and the complexities of crime ensures that her stories remain relevant and compelling to 

new generations of readers. 

Agatha Christie's title as the "Queen of Mystery" is justified by her groundbreaking 

contributions to detective fiction, her skillful plotting and characterization, and her enduring 

impact on the genre as a whole. Her ability to create compelling mysteries with memorable 

characters and surprising twists has cemented her reputation as one of the greatest 

mystery writers of all time. 

4. Describe the plot and setting of "Murder on the Orient Express" and its impact on 

Christie's reputation. 

"Murder on the Orient Express" is one of Agatha Christie's most famous novels, first 

published in 1934. Its plot revolves around a murder that occurs aboard the luxurious train, 

the Orient Express, during its journey from Istanbul to Calais. 

Summary 

 The story begins with Hercule Poirot, Christie's famous Belgian detective, boarding 

the Orient Express after being summoned for an urgent case. The train is packed with an 

eclectic group of passengers, including an American businessman, a Russian princess, a 
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British governess, a Hungarian count, and others. During the journey, an American 

passenger named Samuel Ratchett is found murdered in his compartment, stabbed 

multiple times. 

Poirot takes on the challenge of solving the murder, interviewing each passenger to 

uncover their alibis, motives, and connections to the victim. As he delves deeper into the 

investigation, Poirot discovers that each passenger seems to have a suspicious past or 

hidden agenda. The mystery deepens as conflicting testimonies and clues emerge, 

leading Poirot to consider multiple theories about the murder. 

Ultimately, Poirot uses his brilliant deductive reasoning to piece together the truth 

behind the crime. He concludes that all the passengers were complicit in the murder, 

orchestrating it as an act of justice to avenge a previous crime committed by Ratchett. The 

novel concludes with Poirot facing a moral dilemma regarding whether to reveal the truth 

to the authorities or allow justice to prevail through collective secrecy. 

Setting 

The setting of "Murder on the Orient Express" is crucial to the novel's atmosphere 

and plot. The confined space of the train creates a tense and claustrophobic environment, 

intensifying the drama and suspicion among the characters. The luxurious yet isolated 

setting of the Orient Express adds to the intrigue and suspense of the murder mystery. 

Impact on Christie's Reputation 

 "Murder on the Orient Express" had a significant impact on Agatha Christie's 

reputation as a master of detective fiction. The novel received critical acclaim for its 

intricate plot, clever twists, and memorable characters, particularly Hercule Poirot. It 

further solidified Christie's position as a leading writer in the mystery genre and contributed 

to her growing international fame. 

The novel's success also highlighted Christie's ability to create complex puzzles 

that engage readers and keep them guessing until the surprising conclusion. The moral 
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dilemma presented in the ending added depth to the story, showcasing Christie's 

exploration of justice and human nature within the framework of a classic whodunit. 

"Murder on the Orient Express" remains a classic of detective fiction and a 

testament to Agatha Christie's enduring legacy as the "Queen of Mystery." Its impact on 

her reputation as a writer of suspenseful and thought-provoking mysteries continues to 

resonate with readers worldwide. 

5. How do the characters Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple differ in their approaches 

to solving mysteries? 

Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple are two iconic detectives created by Agatha 

Christie, each with distinct personalities and approaches to solving mysteries: 

Hercule Poirot: 

Methodical and Analytical 

Poirot is known for his meticulous attention to detail and his analytical mind. He 

often relies on logic, reasoning, and the careful examination of physical evidence to solve 

crimes. Poirot's approach is highly systematic, and he emphasizes the importance of order 

and method in his investigations. 

Psychological Insight 

Despite his reliance on evidence, Poirot also pays close attention to human 

psychology. He observes behavior, detects inconsistencies in testimonies, and interprets 

motives based on psychological insights. His understanding of human nature helps him 

uncover hidden truths and motives behind crimes. 

Elegant and Sophisticated 

Poirot's demeanour is characterized by his Belgian heritage and his preference for 

order and symmetry in all aspects of life. He is often depicted as a meticulous dresser with 

a fondness for neatness and precision, reflecting his orderly approach to solving 

mysteries. 
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International Experience 

 Poirot's background as a former Belgian police officer and his extensive 

experience as a private detective in Europe and beyond give him a cosmopolitan 

perspective. This allows him to navigate diverse social circles and understand various 

cultural nuances that often play a role in the crimes he investigates. 

Miss Marple: 

Intuitive and Observant 

 Miss Marple's approach to solving mysteries is based more on intuition and keen 

observation rather than formal investigation techniques. She draws parallels between the 

crimes she encounters and situations from her village life in St. Mary Mead. Her ability to 

see patterns in human behavior and apply them to criminal motives is a key aspect of her 

deductive process. 

Local Knowledge and Community Insight 

 Miss Marple relies heavily on her understanding of human nature as observed in 

the small community where she lives. She often draws analogies between the people she 

knows and the characters involved in the mysteries she investigates, using her knowledge 

of human behavior to uncover motives and connections. 

Unassuming and Gentle 

 Unlike Poirot's flamboyant personality, Miss Marple presents herself as a harmless 

elderly spinster, often underestimated by others. Her unassuming appearance allows her 

to discreetly gather information and observe people without raising suspicion, which aids 

her in solving crimes. 

Empathy and Understanding 
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Miss Marple's approach is characterized by her empathy towards others and her 

ability to understand the complexities of human relationships. She often solves mysteries 

by interpreting emotions, motives, and hidden agendas, revealing the darker sides of 

seemingly ordinary people. 

Both Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple are highly skilled detectives, they differ 

significantly in their investigative methods and personal styles. Poirot relies on logic, 

evidence, and psychological insight in a more formal and systematic manner, whereas 

Miss Marple uses intuition, observation, and her understanding of human nature within a 

local community context to uncover the truth behind mysteries. 

6. How does Agatha Christie explore themes of justice and morality in her works? 

Agatha Christie explores themes of justice and morality in her works through 

various narrative techniques, character interactions, and plot developments. Here are 

some ways she addresses these themes: 

Justice vs. Revenge: 

Christie often examines the tension between seeking justice through legal means 

and taking matters into one's own hands through revenge or vigilantism. 

Characters may grapple with the moral implications of seeking revenge versus 

allowing the legal system to handle wrongdoings. 

In novels like "Murder on the Orient Express," the resolution often involves a 

collective decision among characters about whether to uphold justice through legal 

channels or to protect individuals who have committed crimes for perceived moral 

reasons. 

Moral Ambiguity: 

Christie's stories frequently feature characters with ambiguous moral compasses, 

blurring the lines between right and wrong. 
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Villains may justify their actions as morally justifiable or driven by circumstances, 

challenging readers to reconsider their initial judgments. 

This ambiguity adds depth to Christie's exploration of justice, as characters and 

readers alike are forced to confront ethical dilemmas. 

Consequences of Actions: 

Christie's plots often highlight the consequences of characters' actions, 

emphasizing moral accountability. 

Characters who commit crimes or engage in morally questionable behavior typically 

face repercussions, either through guilt, exposure, or punishment. 

The resolution of Christie's mysteries often reflects a sense of moral order restored, 

where justice prevails even if it means sacrifices or difficult decisions for the characters 

involved. 

Social and Ethical Issues: 

Christie's works frequently touch upon broader social and ethical issues of her time, 

such as class divisions, prejudices, and societal expectations. 

These issues influence characters' motivations and actions, affecting the moral 

dilemmas they face and the outcomes of their decisions. 

Character Development: 

Through recurring characters like Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple, Christie explores 

their personal codes of ethics and how they navigate moral complexities in their 

investigations. 

Poirot's emphasis on justice through legal means and Marple's reliance on her 

understanding of human nature both contribute to their approaches to solving crimes and 

addressing moral quandaries. 

Agatha Christie's exploration of justice and morality in her works enriches her 

mysteries beyond mere puzzles, engaging readers in thoughtful reflections on ethics, 
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human nature, and the complexities of right and wrong. Her ability to weave these themes 

into compelling narratives has contributed to her enduring popularity and critical acclaim 

as a writer. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1. Critically analyze the social and cultural context of "Murder on the Orient 

Express." How do the characters’ backgrounds and motivations reflect the society 

of the time? 

"Murder on the Orient Express" by Agatha Christie is set in the early 1930s, a 

period marked by significant social and cultural dynamics, which are reflected in the 

backgrounds and motivations of its characters. 

Social Context: 

Post-World War I Europe: 

The novel is set in a Europe still reeling from the aftermath of World War I. This 

historical backdrop influences the characters' backgrounds, as many of them hail from 

countries and social classes affected by the war. 

The presence of characters like Countess Andrenyi, a Hungarian aristocrat, and 

Colonel Arbuthnot, a British military officer, reflects the lingering social divisions and 

national identities shaped by the war. 

Class Divisions: 

Class distinctions are evident among the passengers aboard the Orient Express. 

There are wealthy and privileged individuals like Mrs. Hubbard, an American socialite, as 

well as working-class characters such as the conductor and the car attendant. 

These class divisions play a role in shaping characters' behaviours, attitudes, and 

perceptions of each other, influencing their interactions and motivations within the story. 
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Cultural Diversity: 

The Orient Express represents a microcosm of Europe's cultural diversity during the 

interwar period. Passengers come from various countries and backgrounds, including 

Americans, Britons, Hungarians, Russians, and more. 

Christie explores cultural stereotypes and prejudices subtly through her characters, 

reflecting the social attitudes and perceptions prevalent at the time. 

Character Backgrounds and Motivations: 

National Identity and Loyalties: 

Characters like Mary Debenham, a British governess, and Hector MacQueen, an 

American secretary, embody national identities shaped by their backgrounds and 

experiences. 

Their motivations and actions are influenced by their loyalty to their countries and 

the socio-political climates of the time, reflecting tensions and alliances that emerged post-

World War I. 

Personal Histories and Traumas: 

Many characters in the novel carry personal histories and traumas related to the 

war or other significant events. For example, Princess Dragomiroff's Russian aristocratic 

background and loss of status due to revolution shape her character's motivations and 

behavior. 

These personal histories add layers to the characters' motivations and contribute to 

the complexity of their roles in the mystery. 

Ethical and Moral Dilemmas: 

The murder mystery itself raises ethical and moral dilemmas for the characters, 

testing their principles and values. 
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Characters like Ratchett, the victim, and others involved in the crime grapple with 

decisions influenced by their personal beliefs, societal pressures, and the perceived 

justice of their actions. 

Critical Analysis: 

Agatha Christie uses the social and cultural context of the early 1930s to enrich the 

depth of her characters and the complexity of the murder mystery. The diverse 

backgrounds and motivations of the characters not only serve as clues in the investigation 

but also reflect broader societal issues such as class divisions, national identities, and 

ethical considerations. 

Through her portrayal of characters from different countries and social classes, 

Christie subtly critiques the societal norms and prejudices of the time, challenging readers 

to examine their own assumptions and biases. 

Ultimately, "Murder on the Orient Express" transcends being just a murder mystery 

by intricately weaving social and cultural elements into its narrative. This approach not 

only enhances the realism of the story but also allows Christie to explore deeper themes 

of identity, justice, and human nature within the context of a compelling detective novel. 

2. How does the graphic novel adaptation of "Murder on the Orient Express" differ 

from the original text in terms of character portrayal and plot development? 

The graphic novel adaptation of Agatha Christie's "Murder on the Orient Express" 

presents several differences from the original text, particularly in terms of character 

portrayal and plot development. Here are some key differences: 

Character Portrayal: 

Visual Representation: 

In the graphic novel adaptation, characters are visually depicted, which can 

influence readers' perceptions based on their appearance and expressions. This visual 
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element adds a layer of interpretation that is absent in the original text, where readers 

imagine characters based on textual descriptions. 

Simplification of Character Traits: 

Graphic novels often simplify character traits and motivations due to space 

constraints and the visual nature of storytelling. This may lead to characters being 

portrayed in a more stereotypical or streamlined manner compared to the nuanced 

depictions found in the original novel. 

Emphasis on Visual Cues: 

Facial expressions, body language, and visual cues play a significant role in 

character portrayal in graphic novels. These visual elements can sometimes emphasize 

certain aspects of characters' personalities or emotions more prominently than in the 

original text. 

Plot Development: 

Condensation of Plot: 

Graphic novels typically condense the storyline compared to the original novel. This 

may involve omitting minor subplots, simplifying complex narrative threads, or abbreviating 

dialogue and descriptions to fit the visual format. 

Pacing and Flow: 

The pacing of events and transitions between scenes can differ in a graphic novel 

adaptation. Visual storytelling allows for quicker shifts between settings and actions, which 

may alter the reader's experience of the narrative flow compared to the more detailed 

pacing of the original text. 

Visual Storytelling Techniques: 

Graphic novels employ visual storytelling techniques such as panel layouts, use of 

color and shading, and sequential art to convey mood, atmosphere, and plot 
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developments. These techniques can enhance certain aspects of the story that are more 

subtly implied in the original text. 

Interpretation of Clues and Revelations: 

The interpretation of clues, the revelation of the mystery, and the resolution of the 

plot may be portrayed differently in the graphic novel adaptation. Visual cues and the 

presentation of key moments can influence how readers perceive the unfolding of events 

and the ultimate solution to the mystery. 

In essence, while the graphic novel adaptation of "Murder on the Orient Express" 

retains the core elements of Agatha Christie's story, including the central mystery and the 

characters involved, it introduces differences in how characters are visually represented 

and how the plot unfolds. These differences arise from the unique strengths and 

limitations of the graphic novel format compared to traditional prose, offering readers a 

new perspective on Christie's classic detective novel through visual storytelling 

techniques. 

3. How does Christie balance the use of red herrings and genuine clues to maintain 

suspense throughout "Murder on the Orient Express"? 

Agatha Christie masterfully balances the use of red herrings and genuine clues in 

"Murder on the Orient Express" to maintain suspense and keep readers engaged in 

solving the mystery. Here‘s how she achieves this: 

1. Introduction of Red Herrings: 

Christie strategically introduces red herrings throughout the novel to divert 

suspicion away from the true culprits. Red herrings are false clues or misleading 

information that lead characters (and readers) to incorrect conclusions. 

For example, characters may have motives or behaviors that initially seem 

suspicious but are ultimately unrelated to the murder. These false leads create uncertainty 

and challenge the detective's deductive reasoning. 
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2. Layering of Clues: 

Amidst the red herrings, Christie carefully layers genuine clues that contribute to 

the investigation and the eventual solution of the mystery. 

These clues are integrated into the narrative through dialogue, character actions, 

and observational details that Hercule Poirot and readers alike can piece together to 

uncover the truth. 

Genuine clues often appear subtle or innocuous at first but gain significance as 

Poirot connects them to the broader puzzle of the murder. 

3. Character Testimonies and Alibis: 

The testimonies and alibis provided by the passengers aboard the Orient Express 

serve as both red herrings and genuine clues. 

Christie crafts these testimonies to be plausible yet potentially misleading, forcing 

Poirot and readers to sift through them for inconsistencies or hidden motives. 

Some characters may lie or withhold information, leading to suspicions that need to 

be corroborated or debunked through further investigation. 

4. Psychological Complexity: 

Christie explores the psychological complexity of her characters, adding layers to 

their motivations and behaviours that can serve as both red herrings and genuine clues. 

Characters may have hidden agendas, conflicting emotions, or personal histories 

that impact their involvement in the murder, complicating Poirot's task of discerning truth 

from deception. 

5. Unpredictability and Surprise: 

Throughout the novel, Christie maintains an element of unpredictability and surprise 

by skilfully alternating between red herrings and genuine clues. 
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The revelation of each new clue or the debunking of a red herring alters the 

reader's perception of the mystery, heightening suspense and keeping the outcome 

uncertain until the final resolution. 

Agatha Christie's adept use of red herrings and genuine clues in "Murder on the 

Orient Express" contributes to its enduring suspense and appeal. By carefully crafting a 

web of deception and truth, she challenges both her detective and her readers to engage 

deeply with the narrative, ultimately leading to a satisfying and unexpected conclusion. 

Her balance of these elements showcases her mastery of the mystery genre and her 

ability to captivate audiences with intricate plots and complex characters. 

4. Discuss the theme of justice in "Murder on the Orient Express." How does 

Christie explore the idea of legal versus moral justice through the resolution of the 

mystery? 

In Agatha Christie's "Murder on the Orient Express," the theme of justice is 

intricately woven into the narrative, particularly through the resolution of the mystery 

surrounding the murder of Samuel Ratchett. Christie explores the idea of legal justice 

versus moral justice through the lens of her detective, Hercule Poirot, and the decisions 

made by the characters involved. 

Legal Justice: 

Legal Procedures and Evidence: 

Throughout the investigation, Hercule Poirot meticulously gathers evidence and 

interviews each passenger on the train to establish the facts of the case. 

Poirot adheres to legal procedures and principles of justice, aiming to uncover the 

truth in a systematic and objective manner. 
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The Role of Authorities: 

The novel portrays the involvement of legal authorities, such as police and judiciary, 

in solving the crime. Poirot recognizes the importance of law and order in maintaining 

justice within society. 

Impact of Legal System: 

Christie portrays how the legal system functions within the context of the time 

period, including the potential flaws or limitations of relying solely on legal procedures to 

achieve justice. 

Moral Justice: 

Ethical Considerations: 

As Poirot delves deeper into the motives behind the murder, he uncovers a web of 

moral dilemmas and ethical considerations among the characters. 

The passengers' actions are driven by personal convictions, past injustices, and 

moral imperatives that complicate the straightforward application of legal justice. 

Collective Decision-Making: 

In the resolution of the mystery, Poirot discovers that all the passengers on the train 

were complicit in Ratchett's murder. Each had a motive related to a tragic event in the 

past, where Ratchett's true identity as Cassetti, a notorious kidnapper and murderer, was 

revealed. 

The decision to commit the murder collectively was driven by a sense of moral 

outrage and a desire for retribution against Cassetti's heinous crimes, which had gone 

unpunished by the legal system. 

Poirot's Moral Dilemma: 

Poirot faces a moral dilemma in the conclusion of the novel. He recognizes that 

while the passengers' actions were illegal and contrary to the law, they were morally 

justified in seeking justice for the victims of Cassetti's crimes. 
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Poirot is torn between upholding the law and acknowledging the moral 

righteousness of the passengers' collective decision. 

Exploration of Legal vs. Moral Justice: 

Complexity of Justice: 

Christie's exploration highlights the complexity of justice, where legal frameworks 

may not always align with moral imperatives. The passengers' decision to take matters 

into their own hands challenges conventional notions of right and wrong. 

Critique of Legal System: 

Through the novel, Christie subtly critiques the limitations of the legal system in 

addressing crimes that elude justice due to technicalities or legal loopholes. 

Final Resolution: 

The novel concludes with Poirot making a decision that balances legal 

consequences with moral considerations. He presents authorities with two options: to 

ignore the collective guilt of the passengers or to recognize the moral justification behind 

their actions. 

The resolution emphasizes the complexities of human judgment and the interplay 

between legal and moral justice in determining the outcome of the case. 

Agatha Christie's "Murder on the Orient Express" explores the theme of justice by 

juxtaposing legal principles with moral imperatives. Through the resolution of the mystery, 

Christie challenges readers to consider the limitations of legal systems and the broader 

implications of seeking justice through moral means, thereby creating a thought-provoking 

exploration of ethics, retribution, and the nature of justice itself. 
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SECTION 5.3 Bram Stoker- - Dracula 

 

5.3.1– About the Text 

"Dracula" by Bram Stoker is a Gothic horror novel published in 1897, which has 

since become a classic of supernatural fiction. The novel is structured as a series of 

letters, diary entries, newspaper clippings, and other documents that collectively tell the 

story of Count Dracula's attempt to move from Transylvania to England in order to spread 

the undead curse, and the efforts made by Professor Abraham Van Helsing and others to 

thwart him. 

5.3.2– About the Writer 

Abraham "Bram" Stoker (1847-1912) was an Irish author best known for his Gothic 

horror novel, "Dracula," which has had a profound influence on literature and popular 

culture. Beyond "Dracula," Stoker had a varied career as a writer, theater manager, and 

personal assistant to actor Henry Irving.  

 

Bram Stoker's "Dracula" remains a cornerstone of Gothic literature and horror 

fiction, showcasing his talent for crafting suspenseful narratives and complex characters. 

His contributions to the genre have ensured his place as one of the most influential writers 

of the 19th and early 20th centuries. 

5.3.3– Summary 

The novel begins with Jonathan Harker, a young English lawyer, traveling to 

Transylvania to assist Count Dracula with a real estate transaction in England. As Harker 

stays in Dracula's castle, he becomes increasingly unnerved by Dracula's strange 
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behavior and begins to suspect that he is a vampire. Eventually, Harker realizes that he is 

a prisoner in the castle. 

Back in England, strange events unfold as Dracula arrives and begins to prey upon 

Lucy Westenra, a young woman engaged to Jonathan's friend Arthur Holmwood. Lucy's 

health deteriorates, and despite the efforts of her suitors, including Arthur, Quincey Morris, 

and Dr. John Seward, she eventually dies and becomes one of the undead. 

Professor Abraham Van Helsing, a Dutch doctor with a deep knowledge of 

vampires, is called upon to help. He identifies the nature of the threat and rallies the group 

to hunt down Dracula. They eventually succeed in tracking Dracula to his lair and destroy 

him, freeing Lucy's soul and ensuring the safety of England from further vampire attacks. 

5.3.4– Glossary 

1. Seminal: Influential 

2. Gothic: Dark, mysterious 

3. Folklore: Traditional beliefs 

4. Mythology: Legends 

5. Meticulous: Precise 

6. Malevolent: Evil 

7. Iconic: Symbolic 

8. Fascination: Captivation 

9. Mentor: Guide 

1.5.5– Self-Assessment Questions 

1. When was Bram Stoker born? 

         A) 1850   B) 1847 C) 1860    D) 1835 
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2. What is the title of Bram Stoker's most famous novel? 

         A) The Picture of Dorian Gray    B) Frankenstein 

         C) Dracula                                 D) Wuthering Heights 

3. In which city was Bram Stoker born? 

         A) Dublin B) London   C) Paris   D) Edinburgh 

4. What was Bram Stoker's profession before becoming a full-time writer? 

        A) Actor    B) Lawyer   C) Civil servant   D) Doctor 

5 .Which famous actor-manager did Bram Stoker work closely with during his career? 

A) Laurence Olivier  B) Richard Burbage    C) Henry Irving   D) David Garrick 

6. When was "Dracula" first published? 

        A) 1905   B) 1888  C) 1897 D) 1920 

7. What genre is Bram Stoker's "Dracula" primarily classified as? 

         A) Romance    B) Science Fiction    C) Gothic horror  D) Fantasy 

8. What was the name of Bram Stoker's wife, who was previously courted by Oscar 

Wilde? 

           A) Emily    B) Elizabeth   C) Florence    D) Mary 

9. Which literary technique does Bram Stoker use in "Dracula" to tell the story through 

letters, diary entries, and newspaper clippings? 

A) Omniscient narration                  B) Third-person limited 

C) Epistolary format          D) Stream of consciousness 

10. What was Bram Stoker's nationality? 

A) English     B) Irish    C) Scottish      D) American 
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Discuss the role of sexuality and repression in Bram Stoker's "Dracula." How are 

these themes explored through the characters and plot? 

In Bram Stoker's "Dracula," sexuality and repression are central themes that 

underscore the novel's Gothic atmosphere and character dynamics. The novel portrays 

Victorian-era anxieties about sexuality through the character of Count Dracula, who 

embodies both allure and danger. Dracula's ability to seduce and prey upon his victims, 

particularly women, symbolizes forbidden desires and the consequences of repressed 

sexuality in society. Characters like Lucy Westenra and Mina Harker experience a 

transformation under Dracula's influence, highlighting the tension between societal 

expectations and individual desires. The theme is also evident in the novel's portrayal of 

the male characters, who are driven by a desire to protect and control the women in their 

lives, reflecting Victorian notions of masculinity and femininity. Ultimately, "Dracula" uses 

the motif of vampirism to explore the psychological and societal implications of sexual 

repression, making it a complex and enduring work of Gothic literature. 

2. Analyse the character of Count Dracula in Bram Stoker's novel. How does Stoker 

create and develop a compelling antagonist in Dracula? 

Count Dracula in Bram Stoker's novel is a complex and compelling antagonist 

whose characterization is crucial to the novel's enduring appeal. Dracula is portrayed as 

both seductive and monstrous, possessing supernatural powers that allow him to 

manipulate and prey upon his victims. Stoker creates a sense of mystery and fear 

surrounding Dracula through the use of Gothic elements such as his castle in Transylvania 

and his ability to shape-shift into various forms. Dracula's motivations, rooted in a desire 

for immortality and power, drive the novel's plot as he seeks to establish a presence in 

England. His contrast with the virtuous and determined Van Helsing and his allies 

emphasizes his malevolence and the threat he poses to society. Overall, Stoker's 
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portrayal of Count Dracula as a charismatic yet dangerous figure contributes to the novel's 

status as a seminal work of horror fiction. 

3. Discuss the significance of narrative structure in Bram Stoker's "Dracula." How 

does the use of letters, diary entries, and other documents enhance the 

storytelling? 

Bram Stoker's "Dracula" employs an epistolary narrative structure, using letters, 

diary entries, newspaper articles, and other documents to tell the story. This narrative 

technique enhances the novel's atmosphere of mystery and suspense by providing 

multiple perspectives on the events unfolding. Readers gain insights into the characters' 

thoughts, fears, and observations, deepening their engagement with the plot. The use of 

different voices and viewpoints also allows Stoker to create a sense of immediacy and 

authenticity, as the characters recount their experiences in real-time. Additionally, the 

epistolary format adds layers of complexity to the narrative, as conflicting accounts and 

interpretations of events emerge. Ultimately, the narrative structure in "Dracula" not only 

serves as a literary device but also enriches the storytelling by immersing readers in the 

characters' world and perspectives. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1. Explore the theme of Victorian anxieties in Bram Stoker's "Dracula." How does 

Stoker use the character of Count Dracula to critique and reflect societal fears and 

values of the time 

Introduction: 

Bram Stoker's "Dracula" is not merely a tale of horror but a profound exploration of 

Victorian anxieties, reflecting societal fears and values of the late 19th century. Published 

in 1897, the novel emerges from an era marked by rapid industrialization, imperial 

expansion, and profound shifts in cultural and social norms. Count Dracula, the central 

antagonist, serves as a conduit through which Stoker critiques and illuminates the 



CDOE - ODL II B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER III UNIT – 1-5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
222 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

anxieties of Victorian society. Through Dracula's portrayal as a seductive yet malevolent 

figure, Stoker confronts issues of sexuality, foreign influences, and the erosion of 

traditional values, offering a nuanced commentary on the fears that haunted Victorian 

England. 

Sexuality and Repression 

 Count Dracula embodies Victorian fears surrounding sexuality and the 

consequences of its repression. As a vampire, Dracula symbolizes unbridled desire and 

the threat posed by the unleashing of forbidden passions. His ability to seduce and 

manipulate both men and women, particularly Lucy Westenra and Mina Harker, 

underscores Victorian anxieties about female sexuality and the perceived vulnerability of 

virtuous women to predatory influences. Stoker's portrayal of Dracula as a charming yet 

predatory figure highlights the tension between societal expectations of sexual restraint 

and the allure of the forbidden. 

Foreign Influence and Otherness 

 Dracula's origins from Eastern Europe represent the fear of foreign influences 

infiltrating and corrupting British society. In the late 19th century, Britain's imperial 

ambitions brought it into contact with diverse cultures, fostering anxieties about the 

perceived threat posed by outsiders. Dracula's status as a Transylvanian nobleman 

amplifies these fears, portraying him as an exotic and mysterious figure who challenges 

the cultural homogeneity of Victorian England. Stoker uses Dracula to critique xenophobia 

and explore the consequences of cultural encounters in an era of globalization. 

Erosion of Traditional Values 

 As a creature of the night who defies natural laws and preys upon the innocent, 

Count Dracula represents the erosion of traditional Christian values in Victorian society. 

Stoker juxtaposes Dracula's malevolent nature with the moral righteousness of characters 

like Van Helsing and his allies, who embody Victorian ideals of courage, loyalty, and faith. 
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Dracula's ability to corrupt and manipulate others reflects societal anxieties about the 

decline of religious faith and the rise of secularism in an increasingly modernized world. 

Stoker critiques the moral ambiguities of his time, questioning the stability of societal 

norms in the face of existential threats. 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, Bram Stoker's "Dracula" serves as a powerful critique of Victorian 

anxieties, using the character of Count Dracula to illuminate societal fears and values of 

the late 19th century. Through Dracula's portrayal as a symbol of sexual deviance, foreign 

intrusion, and moral decay, Stoker confronts issues that haunted Victorian England, 

offering a cautionary tale of the dangers lurking beneath the surface of civilized society. By 

exploring themes of repression, otherness, and cultural dislocation, "Dracula" remains a 

timeless work that continues to resonate with readers, inviting reflection on the enduring 

legacy of Victorian anxieties in contemporary discourse. 

2. Discuss the role of women in Bram Stoker's "Dracula." How do characters like 

Mina Harker and Lucy Westenra challenge or conform to Victorian expectations of 

femininity. 

Introduction: 

Bram Stoker's "Dracula" explores the role of women in Victorian society through 

characters like Mina Harker and Lucy Westenra. Published in 1897 during a period 

characterized by rigid gender roles and expectations, the novel portrays women who both 

challenge and conform to Victorian ideals of femininity. Stoker's depiction of these 

characters provides a nuanced exploration of how women navigate societal norms, sexual 

agency, and the threat of male dominance in a rapidly changing world. 

Conformity to Victorian Ideals 

 Lucy Westenra initially conforms to Victorian ideals of femininity as an epitome of 

purity, beauty, and dependency on male protection. She is portrayed as innocent and 
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virtuous, embodying the Victorian ideal of the "angel in the house." Lucy's engagement to 

Arthur Holmwood represents her role as an ideal Victorian bride, dutifully preparing for 

marriage and domesticity. However, her transformation into a vampire under Dracula's 

influence challenges her conformity to these ideals, as she becomes a symbol of sexual 

and moral corruption. 

Challenges to Victorian Norms 

 Mina Harker, in contrast, challenges Victorian norms by asserting her intelligence, 

resourcefulness, and active participation in the fight against Count Dracula. As Jonathan 

Harker's wife, Mina embodies qualities that defy traditional gender roles. She is depicted 

as a capable assistant to Professor Van Helsing and instrumental in devising strategies to 

combat Dracula. Mina's intellectual curiosity and courage in the face of danger challenge 

the Victorian stereotype of women as passive and subordinate. 

Sexual Agency and Threat of Male Dominance 

 Both Lucy and Mina grapple with issues of sexual agency and the threat posed by 

male dominance. Lucy's vulnerability to Dracula's seduction highlights the dangers faced 

by women who deviate from Victorian expectations of purity and chastity. Her 

transformation into a vampire reflects the consequences of unchecked desires and the 

malevolent influence of Dracula. In contrast, Mina's role as a target of Dracula's obsession 

underscores the theme of male dominance and the objectification of women as objects of 

desire and control. 

Conclusion: 

Bram Stoker's "Dracula" offers a complex portrayal of women that both challenges 

and conforms to Victorian expectations of femininity. Through characters like Lucy 

Westenra and Mina Harker, Stoker explores the tensions between societal norms and 

individual agency, highlighting the struggles faced by women in navigating their roles in a 

patriarchal society. While Lucy initially conforms to Victorian ideals before succumbing to 
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Dracula's influence, Mina emerges as a resilient and proactive figure who defies traditional 

gender roles. Stoker's exploration of these themes continues to resonate with readers, 

inviting reflection on the evolving perceptions of women's roles and rights in literature and 

society. 

3. Analyze the narrative techniques used by Bram Stoker in "Dracula," such as the 

epistolary format and multiple viewpoints. How do these techniques contribute to 

the novel's Gothic atmosphere and thematic depth? 

Introduction: 

Bram Stoker's "Dracula" employs narrative techniques such as the epistolary format 

and multiple viewpoints to create a rich Gothic atmosphere and enhance thematic depth. 

Published in 1897, during the height of the Victorian era, the novel utilizes these 

techniques to immerse readers in a tale of horror, mystery, and moral dilemmas. By 

presenting the story through letters, diary entries, newspaper articles, and various 

perspectives, Stoker not only intensifies suspense but also explores complex themes such 

as fear, desire, and the clash between rationality and superstition. 

Epistolary Format 

 The epistolary format in "Dracula" involves the use of letters, diary entries, and 

journal fragments written by different characters. This technique allows Stoker to create a 

sense of immediacy and intimacy, as readers gain direct access to the characters' inner 

thoughts and emotions. For example, Jonathan Harker's diary entries provide a firsthand 

account of his harrowing experiences at Count Dracula's castle, heightening the suspense 

and horror of the narrative. The fragmented and subjective nature of the epistolary format 

also mirrors the fragmented understanding of the supernatural threat posed by Dracula, 

enhancing the novel's Gothic atmosphere by immersing readers in the characters' evolving 

perceptions and fears. 
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Multiple Viewpoints 

"Dracula" utilizes multiple viewpoints to offer a comprehensive and layered 

exploration of its characters and themes. Each character's perspective contributes to the 

reader's understanding of the unfolding events, while also revealing their individual biases 

and motivations. For instance, Mina Harker's meticulous compilation of documents allows 

her to piece together the disparate accounts of Dracula's activities, serving as a narrative 

anchor that ties together the novel's various plot threads. This technique not only deepens 

the novel's characterization but also underscores its thematic exploration of identity, 

morality, and the supernatural. By presenting Dracula's menace through the eyes of 

different characters, Stoker creates a sense of collective fear and uncertainty, intensifying 

the novel's Gothic atmosphere and thematic depth. 

Conclusion 

Bram Stoker's use of the epistolary format and multiple viewpoints in "Dracula" 

significantly contributes to its Gothic atmosphere and thematic depth. Through letters, 

diaries, and various perspectives, Stoker immerses readers in a world haunted by 

supernatural terror and moral ambiguity. The epistolary format enhances suspense and 

intimacy, while multiple viewpoints offer a multifaceted exploration of characters' fears and 

desires. Together, these narrative techniques not only heighten the novel's sense of horror 

but also invite reflection on complex themes such as the nature of evil, the boundaries of 

rationality, and the enduring power of myth and superstition. "Dracula" remains a 

testament to Stoker's mastery of Gothic storytelling, captivating readers with its timeless 

exploration of fear and the human psyche. 

[UNIT V COMPLETED] 

 

 


